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a .  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The restored Adam Thoroughgood House i s  
a f ine  example of the central-hal l  plan house of 17th century Virginia. 
One authori ty  regards it a s  being the "oldest  house not only i n  Virginia 
but perhaps i n  the English-speaking colonies." 

Adam Thoroughgood came t o  Virginia a s  an indentured servant i n  
1621. After working off h i s  indenture, he rose rapidly i n  position. 
I n  1629 he became a member of the House of Burgesses. By the time of 
h i s  premature death a t  the age of 35 i n  1.640, he owned some 7,000 acres 
of land i n  Princess Anne County. 

The t r a c t  on which the present house stands was bought by 
Thoroughgood i n  1636, and most au thor i t ies  believe t h a t  it i s  the 
ident ica l  house l i s t e d  i n  h i s  w i l l  i n  1640. The Adam Thoroughgood 
House Foundation, on the  contrary, s t a t e s  t h a t  the  description of 
the house i n  Thoroughgood's w i l l  does not seem t o  t a l l y  with the 
present house. The Foundation f e e l s  t h a t  Thoroughgood may have b u i l t  
t h i s  house fo r  one of h i s  sons, o r  it may have been b u i l t  by a son o r  
grandson. Nevertheless, it i s  of authentic 17th century design and 
workmanship. 

The house i s  of brick, 45 by 22 f ee t ,  with three walls l a i d  i n  
English bond and one i n  Flemish. It is a low-eaved, one-and-a-half- 
s tory house with a s teep gabled roof. O f  the two huge end chimneys, 
one i s  projecting and one set inside the wall. A ha l l ,  ten f e e t  
wide, separates the two rooms below, that t o  the north being the 
larger .  I n  1745 the house was a l te red ,  with Georgian windows replacing 
the or ig ina l  leaded g lass  panes i n  the parlor, p l a s t e r  covering the 
former exposed ce i l i ng  beams, and paneling added t o  the walls. 

Under the auspices of the Foundation, the Thoroughgood House 
was restored t o  i t s  17th century condition and opened t o  the public 
on April 30, 1957. The restorat ion included removal of dormers, 
replacement of leaded glass  pnnes and reduction i n  the s ize  of 
wind~ws, removal of p las te r  and other l a t e r  additions. I n  several  
places, glass  i n se r t s  have been made t o  sho-M d e t a i l s  of the or ig ina l  
construction. The or ig ina l  5,350-acre e s t a t e  has been dispersed 
through the years, and a recent subdivision development has reduced 
the house t r a c t  t o  four and one-half acres.  The grounds have been 
nicely landscaped, with a 17th century garden donated by the Garden 
Club of Virginia. 

b. BOUNDARIES: The s t r e e t s  forming the north, eas t ,  and west boundaries 
of the land (on which Adam Thoroughgood House i s  located) resemble a 
horseshoe. 

P:lrrioh I(ori(1 forrno L ~ I O  n<~rLklr-r~~ I~r>lir~~l~iry of LII 1 II ~ I ~ I - I I I + I I ~ I ~ I ~ +  ; 
Country Club Drive tho wcotcrn bokmdury; ilnd 'i'lloroll~h~..oo~l lioud tilo 
eastern boundury. Bayville Creelc, locntcd a t  the open end of the 
horseshoe, serves a s  the southern boundary. . . 
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STATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  
, . 

One of the oldest  houses i n  the English speaking colonies, it i s  

/ believed t o  have been b u i l t  abovt 1636-40. It i s  a f ine  example 

of the central-hal l  plan house of the 17th century, Virginia. The 

house is  owned by the A d a m  Thoroughgood House Foundation. 
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As the des ignated  Sta te  1.iaison Officer for thc NH- 

t ional  Historic Preservet ion  Act of I906 (Pub l i c  I.ew 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate t h i s  property for  inclusion 

i n  the  Nat ional  Register and cert ify that it h a s  been 
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I hereby cert ify that t h i s  properly i s  included in the 

National  Register .  
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