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a., BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The restored Adam Thoroughgood House is

a fine example of the central-nall plan house of 17th century Virginia.
One authority regards it as being the "oldest house not only in Virginia
but perhaps in the English-speaking colonies."

Adam Thoroughgood came to Virginia as an indentured servant in
1621. After working off his indenture, he rose rapidly in position.
In 1629 he became a member of the House of Burgesses. By the time of
his premature death at the age of 35 in 1640, he owned some 7,000 acres
of land in Princess Anne County.

The tract on which the present house stands was bought by
Thoroughgood in 1636, and most authorities believe that it is the
identical house listed in his will in 164%0. The Adam Thoroughgood
House Foundation, on the contrary, states that the description of
the house in Thoroughgood's will does not seem to tally with the
present house. The Foundation feels that Thoroughgood may have built
this house for one of his sons, or it may have been built by a son or
grandson. Nevertheless, it is of authentic 17th century design and
workmanship.

The house is of brick, 45 by 22 feet, with three walls laid in
English bond and one in Flemish. I% is a low-eaved, cne-and-a-half-
story house with a steep gabled rcof. Of the two huge end chlmneys,
one is proJecting and one set inside the wall, A hall, ten feet
wide, separates the two rooms below, that to the north being the
larger. In 1745 the house was altered, with Georgian windows replacing
the original leaded glase panes in the parlor, plaster covering the
former exposed ceiling beams, and paneling added to the walls.

Under the ausplces of the Foundation, the Thoroughgood House
was restored to its 17th century condition and opened to the publie
cn April 30, 1957. The restoration included removal of dormers,
replacement of leaded glass panes and reduction in the size of
windows, removal of plaster and other later additions. In several
places, glass inserts have been made to show details of the original
construction. The original 5,350-acre estate has been dispersed
through the years, and a recent subdivision development has reduced
the house tract to four and one-half acres. The grounds have been
nicely landscaped, with a 17th century garden donated by the Garden
Club of Virginia.

b. DBOUNDARIES: The streets forming the north, east, and west boundaries
of the land (on which Adam Thoroughgood House is located) resemble a
horseshoe,

Porrich Roand formn the norihern houndnry of bhilp horaenhon;
Country Club Drive the western boundary; nnd Thoroughgood Road the
eaptern boundary. Bayville Creek, located at the open end of the
horseshoe, serves as the southern boundary.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

believed to have been built about 1636-40.

of the central-hall plan house of the 1T7th century, Virginia.

One of the oldest houses in the English speasking colonies, it is

It is a fine example

The

house 1s owned by the Adam Thoroughgood House Foundatlion.
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certifly that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service,
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