


Adam Thoroughgood House         Virginia Beach, Virginia 
 
============================================================================================== 
5. Classification 
==============================================================================================        
   
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)   Category of Property (Check only one box) 
 
              ___ private                      _X__ building(s) 
              _X__ public-local                     ___ district 
              ___ public-State                     ___ site 
              ___ public-Federal                     ___ structure 
                       ___ object  
 
Number of Resources within Property 
 
        Contributing   Noncontributing 
          _____          _____ buildings 
          _____          _____ sites 
          _____          _____ structures 
          _____          _____ objects 
          _____          _____ Total 
 
Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __1 (listed in 1966 in the NRHP and 
1960 in the NHL)___ 
 
Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) __N/A________ 
 
============================================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
============================================================================================== 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
    Cat:  ____________________________ Sub: ____________________________ 
          ___ DOMESTIC                                             Single Dwelling                       ____ 
          ____________________________      ____________________________ 
          ____________________________      ____________________________ 
          ____________________________      ____________________________ 
           
Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
     Cat: ____________________________ Sub: ____________________________ 
                 RECREATION AND CULTURE                Museum __________________ 
          ____________________________      ____________________________ 
          ____________________________      ____________________________ 
          ____________________________      ____________________________ 
 
============================================================================================== 
7. Description 
============================================================================================== 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
       __ COLONIAL/Vernacular ___________________ 
       _________________________________________ 
       _________________________________________ 
 
Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
        foundation ____Brick_____________________________________        

roof _______ Ludowici roof tile__________________________________         
walls ______Brick___________________________________              

        other  _________________________________________ 
 
 



Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
 
Adam Thoroughgood House         Virginia Beach, Virginia 
 
============================================================================================== 
8. Statement of Significance 
============================================================================================== 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing) 
 
     ____ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 

our history. 
 
     ____ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
 
     __X__ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.  

 
     ____ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.  
 
Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
     ____ A    owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
     ____ B    removed from its original location. 
     ____ C    a birthplace or a grave. 
     ____ D    a cemetery. 
     ____ E    a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
     ____ F    a commemorative property. 
     ____ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.   
 
Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
                       ___Architecture___________________________ 
                       ______________________________ 
                       ______________________________ 
                       ______________________________ 
 
Period of Significance __ca. 1719 - 1957____________________________ 
                        
Significant Dates ___ca. 1719___________________________ 
                   
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)____N/A__________________________ 
                   
Cultural Affiliation _____N/A___________________________________________________________ 
                       
Architect/Builder  _____Unknown_________________________________________________________________ 
                   
 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
   
============================================================================================== 
9. Major Bibliographical References 
============================================================================================== 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
___ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
___ previously listed in the National Register 
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
___ designated a National Historic Landmark 



___ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   # __________ 
___ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
 
Adam Thoroughgood House         Virginia Beach, Virginia 
 
Primary Location of Additional Data 
_X__ State Historic Preservation Office 
___ Other State agency 
___ Federal agency 
___ Local government 
___ University 
___ Other 
Name of repository: __Virginia Department of Historic Resources_________________________________ 
 
============================================================================================== 
10. Geographical Data 
============================================================================================== 
Acreage of Property __approx. 4.5 acres (4.29 acres originally to be exact)   

            (original nomination notes both 3.5 and 4.5, but 4.5 is correct for original listing boundary)  
 
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 
 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing  
1  18   400770   4083415   2  __  ______  _______  
                       

___ See continuation sheet. 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)  
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
 
============================================================================================== 
11. Form Prepared By 
============================================================================================== 
name/title__Arthur Striker, Assistant Historian; Jean McRae, National and State Register Coordinator__ 
organization__Virginia Department of Historic Resources_______________ date_____2008________ 
street & number___2801 Kensington Avenue________________  telephone__804-367-2323______ 
city or town____Richmond_____________________ state_VA___ zip code _23221____________ 
 

============================================================================================== 
Additional Documentation 
============================================================================================== 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Continuation Sheets 
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
      A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  
Photographs Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 
 
============================================================================================== 
Property Owner 
============================================================================================== 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name ____________________________________________________________ 
street & number___________________________________ telephone_________________ 
city or town____________________________________ state_____ zip code __________ 
 

============================================================================================== 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for 
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance 
with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). A federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to 



respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 36 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the 
National Register of Historic Places, National Park Service, 1849 C St., NW, Washington, DC 20240. 
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7. Architectural Description (amendment) 
 
The original nomination form states that the Adam Thoroughgood House was constructed ca. 1636.  Since 
that nomination was written, however, the City of Virginia Beach had a dendrochronology report and an 
archaeological report drafted.  These reports, along with architectural assessments and historical research 
from the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation staff make an unassailable case for the house having been 
constructed ca. 1719. Portions of these reports are provided below making the case for the change in date 
of construction. 
 
According to the 1972 nomination: 
“The house is of brick, 45 by 22 feet, with three walls laid in English bond and one in Flemish.  It is a low-
eaved, one-and-a-half story house with a steep gabled roof.  Of the two huge end chimneys, one is 
projecting and one set inside the wall.  A hall, ten feet wide, separates the two rooms below, that to the 
north being the larger.  In 1745 the house was altered, with Georgian windows replacing the original leaded 
glass panes in the parlor, plaster covering the former exposed ceiling beams, and paneling added to the 
walls.  Under the auspices of the Foundation, the Thoroughgood House was restored to its 17th century 
condition and opened to the public on April 30, 1957.  The restoration included removal of dormers, 
replacement of leaded glass panes and reduction in the size of windows, removal of plaster and other later 
additions.  In several places, glass inserts have been made to show details of the original construction.  
The original 5,350-acre estate has been dispersed through the years, and a recent subdivision 
development has reduced the house tract to four and one-half acres.  The grounds have been nicely 
landscaped, with a 17th century garden donated by the Garden Club of Virginia.”  
 
The period of significance was checked as 17th century on June 30, 1972. Since the original nomination 
listed the house strictly under Criterion C for architecture the period of significance would hereby be ca. 
1719 until 1957 when the house was restored and open to the public. 
 
The following “Summary of Dating” information is taken from The Tree-Ring Dating of the Adam 
Thoroughgood House, Virginia Beach, Virginia as produced for the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation in 
June 2005, Revised January 2007, by dendrochronologists, Dr. Daniel W. H. Miles and Mr. Michael J. 
Worthington.  The “Summary and Appendix 7” are from the Archaeological Assessment of the Adam 
Thoroughgood House Site, Virginia Beach, Virginia as produced by the James River Institute for 
Archaeology, Inc. in May 2006 by principal investigator, Nicholas M. Luccketti. 
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