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D E S C R I B E  T h E  PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  (ifknown) P H Y S l C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The Weblin House i s  a t  the end of a long farm lane and is  surrounded 
by f l a t  cu l t iva ted  f i e ld s  t ha t  form part  of a working farm. The three-
bay, story-and-a-half building i s  covered by a gambrel roof which replaces 
the o r ig ina l  gable roof, an a l t e r a t i on  probably dating from the  e a r l y  
nineteenth century. The house's ground dimension are 35'3" (west facade),  
36'10" (eas t  facade), and 21'3" (south gable). A t  t h e  south end is  a 

, massive exterior-end chimney with a T-shaped stack and cap. The chimney 
. features  two s e t s  of t i l e d  weatherings with s t r i n g  courses a t  the  top and 
bottom of each s e t .  A wide p las te r  band ornaments the  base of t he  corbeled 
cap. According t o  the present o\mer,the chimney stood i n  pooor s t r u c t u r a l  
condition i n  the  19301s, but through t he  assistance of lfWilliamsburg 
archi tects"  it was dismantled and r ebu i l t  using the o r ig ina l  mater ia l .  A 
comparison of the  o r ig ina l  chimney as shown i n  o ld  photographs i n  t he  
possession of the present owner with the  exis t ing one i l l t l s t r a t e s  t ha t  the 
rebuilding was f a i t h f u l  t o  the  o r ig ina l  design. The qua l i ty  of t h e  work-
manship i s  excel lent .  

The nor th  gable with i ts  inter ior-end chimney i s  a l so  a rebuilding most 
l i k e l y  dating from the roof a l t e r a t i on .  The remaining brickwork is  or igina  
and generally i s  i n  a good s t a t e  of preservation i n  s p i t e  of i t s  having 
been whitewashed. The house's west facade and l e f t  half  of the  south gable 
below the  s t r i n g  course i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond with glazed headers. The 
ea s t  facade and t h e  r i gh t  ha l f  of the  south gable is  i n  English bond. 
English bond a l so  i s  employed below the water t ab le  and i n  the  south 
chimney. Chamfered br ick forms t he  top course of t he  water table .  A l i n e  
of glazed headers follows t he  edge of the o r ig ina l  gable. The nor th  gable 
i s  now i n  conuno~lbond but i t  probably was ornamented wi th  a l i n e  of  glazed 
headers as well.  

The window openings a re  topped by simple gauged br ick  f l a t  arches and 
do not appear t o  have been a l t e red  i n  s i ze .  While the  present double-hung 
windows a re  modern, the  proportion of the  openings indicates  t ha t  they 
o r ig ina l l y  contained double-hung sash. The doorway on t h e  ea s t  wa l l  has 
been sh i f t ed  t o  t he  south but the segmental arch marking the top of  t he  
o r ig ina l  opening i s  i n t ac t .  Other a l t e ra t ions  include a modern one-story 
b r ick  wing attached t o  the south end. 

The ground f loor  i s  divided in to  two unequal s ized rooms separated by 
a s ing le  frame pa r t i t i on .  The larger  south room contains a wide f i rep lace  
opening framed by a Federal-style mantel. A s t a i r ca se  Gheathed i n  modern 
paneling) ascends against  the  eas t  wall to an intermediate landing, turns  
a t  r i gh t  angles, and continues against the pa r t i t i on  t o  the  upper l eve l  i n  
a manner very s imi la r  t o  the Wishart House nearby. A late-eighteenth-
century mantel surrounds the f i rep lace  opening i n  the  north room. The 
north room on t he  upper l eve l  contains what appears t o  be an o r ig ina l  
bolection molding mantel, a r a r e  survival .  The upper l eve l  south room has 
an ea r ly  but not o r ig ina l  mantel of p la in  design. 



I n  addi t ion t o  i t s  being an important example of t he  "Virginia s t y l e , "  
t he  Weblin House is  t he  only one of its type i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  t o  preserve i t s  
r u r a l  s e t t i ng .  The scene formed by the  diminutive dwelling s e t  among i t s  
broad f l a t  f i e l d s  with t h e i r  wooded edges has changed l i t t l e  i n  t he  past two 
hundred and f i f t y  years.  The con t ras t  between t h i s  scene and the  hea\y 
urbanization t h a t  has taken place i n  most of the  modern c i t y  of Virginia  
Beach increases the  value  of the  Weblin farm as an h i s t o r i c  landscape. 

. 

The exact  construction date  of the  Weblin House i s  uncertain,  how-
ever severa l  s t y l i s t i c  fea tures  such as t he  gauged br ick  f l a t  arches, t he  
probabi l i ty  of o r i g ina l  double-hung sash,  and the  formal arrangement of the  
facade openings ind ica te  a date  of around 1700. A t  t h a t  time the  land was 
owned by John Weblin, Jr., who inher i ted  the  land from h i s  fa the r  i n  1686. 
The then 175 acre fann was o r ig ina l ly  included i n  a 750 acre  t r a c t  granted 
i n  1648 t o  Thomas Lambert, John lieblin, Jr. ' s  maternal grandfather.  This 
t r a c t  i n  tu rn  was par t  of the 1643 patent t o  Cesar Puggett, from whom 
F'uggett's Neck takes i t s  name. 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Keblin House belongs t o  the  small but a rch i tec tu ra l ly  important 

from the  late-medieval fadouses of the  western and upland regions of 

.. U L L  LL 

* .  4co l lec t ion  of pre-Georgian e ra  vernacular farmhouses of o ld  Princess Anne 
County, now the  c i t y  of Virginia Beach. This group includes the  Thoroughgoo 
House, t he  Wishnrt House, the Keeling House, and several  t ha t  have been 
destroyed but a r e  known through photographs and other documentation. The 
e a r l i e s t  of these  houses a r e  characterized by t h e i r  hall-and-parlor plans 
and end chimneys, both i n t e r i o r  and ex te r io r .  This d i s t i n c t i v e  plan evolvecl 

England, and was employed by the  many Virginia s e t t l e r s  who came from those 
areas.  I n  i t s  usual one-story form the  plan proved i t s e l f  su i t ab l e  t o  t h e  
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style."  This plan contrasted with the  plan of lowland England farmhouses 
I 

cchich featured a center  chimney and small c en t r a l  entryway between two 
chambers -- a plan t ha t  was widely used by the  New England s e t t l e r s .  I 

The farm was sold  by the Neblin family t o  John and Nathaniel 
Hutchings i n  1719. It remained i n  the  Hutchings family u n t i l  1751 when it 
was acquired by Robert Moseley. Thc Pioseley ownership (1751-1774) was the 

gable roof. Between 1774 and 1924 t he  farm 
owners. The present owner acquired it i n  the  l a t t e r  year from James W. 

period during vhich the  present gajnbrel roof 

CL 
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