


CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK O N E  I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICALAPPEARANCE 

The United S ta tes  Coast Guard Stat ion is t o  be relocated on Atlant ic  Avenue and 24th 
Street .  Virginia Beach, approximately 100yards ,from its original  s i t e .  The 2%-story, 
gable-roof, wood-frame s t ruc ture  was erected i n  1903. 

The main (west) elevation is sheathed with shingles and contains t h e  building's 
principal entrznce. The entrance consists of a transom-light doorway within a simple 
wooden frame. Both the transom and door a re  presently covered by plywood. The doorway 
i s  flanked by windows t h a t  have been blocked. A one-story porch supported by posts 
she l te rs  the  entry. A secondary entrance and two large double doors and an overhead door 
complete the  elevat ion 's  f i r s t  story.  The second s tory is marked by a paired dormer and 
three single-window dormers. The dormers have 6/6 hung-sash w i t h  shingled cheeks. 

The south elevation contains a one-story porch t h a t  extends t o  the e a s t  and w e s t  
elevations. The porch s h e l t e r s  th ree  windows t h a t  have been blocked. The second s tory  
contains a 6/6 hung-sash window, flanked by 4/4 hung-sash windows. A 6/6 hung-sash window 
marks the a t t i c  s tory.  

The sea (eas t )  elevation i s  dominated by a four-story lookout tower. The tower's 
fourth s tory  i s  marked by a wooden balustraded gallery.  The elevation's f i r s t  s tory 
contains four la rge  double doors t h a t  o r ig ina l ly  served rescue boats. Three dormer windows 
break the roof l i n e  above the double doors. A one-story porch extending from the south 
completes the elevation. The north elevation's f i r s t  s tory i s  composed of four windows 
tha t  have been blocked. The second s tory consis ts  of two 6/6 hung-sash windows with a 
6/6 hung-sash window found on the a t t i c  story.  

The plan of the s t a t ion  was a l t e r ed  t o  its present form i n  1933. The f i r s t  f loor  
contains the  building's senrice  rooms. These include a large boat room, coal  room, bo i l e r  
room, off ice ,  and crew assembly room. A garage was added a s  pa r t  of t h e  1933 a l te ra t ion .  
The second f loor  contains t h e  crew's dormitory and an o f f i c e r ' s  s u i t e ,  added i n  1933. The 
lookout tower contains a metal s t a i r  t h a t  runs t o  the gallery.  The f i r s t  f loor  is simply 
finished and s e t  on a concrete f loor ,  a l so  added i n  1933. 

(Note: The above elevations a r e  a s  or ig ina l ly  b u i l t .  The s t ruc ture  is t o  be 
turned 90' when relocated due t o  the  s i z e  of the  l o t ) .  

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The Coast Guard Stat ion i s  presently bounded on the west by Atlant ic  Avenue, on the 
eas t  by the Atlant ic  Ocean, on the south by 24th S t ree t ,  and on the  north by the Holiday 
Inn. 

When mved the  building w i l l  be relocated on the ocean front  i n  the  r igh t  of way of 
24th Street .  The boundaries w i l l  be a s  follows: on the  west by Atlant ic  Avenue, on the 

eas t  by the Atlant ic  Ocean, on the  north by the Holiday Inn, and on the  south by land owned 
by Oliver Enterprises,  Inc. The new l o t  w i l l  measure 80' x 150'. 

The Coast Guard S ta t ion  has occupied i t s  present s i t e  since it was b u i l t  i n  1903. 
The new s i t e  p a r a l l e l s  the o ld  s i t e  and only changes the southern boundary. The old s i t e  

w i l l  be converted i n t o  a parking l o t  fo r  the Holiday Inn. The building w i l l  be turned 90° 
t o  correspond with the s i z e  of the  l o t ,  80' x 150'. RCC 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Bui l t  fo r  the  United States  Lifesaving Service, a predecessor of the  Coast Guard, 
the  s t a t ion  a t  Virginia Beach i s  one of the few such f a c i l i t i e s  remaining on the Atlant ic  
Coast. Erected i n  1903 on Atlant ic  Avenue and 24th S t ree t ,  the  s t a t i o n  was constructed 
t o  rescue victims of shipwrecks and other  maritime disasters .  Replaced by la rger  and 
more technologically advanced f a c i l i t i e s ,  the s t a t ion  was abandoned by t h e  United States  
Coast Guard i n  1969 and is now the  property of the City of Virginia Beach. 

The e a r l i e s t  mention of the  property's being used fo r  l i fesaving occurs i n  1878. In  
the Princess Anne County Deed Book of t h a t  year,C. B. Cason of North Carolina and W. E. -- 
Wood of Norfolk County deeded t o  John Sherman, Secretary of the Treasury, "the r i g h t  t o  
use and occupy a l l  t h a t  cer ta in  l o t  of land s i t u a t e  i n  the neighborhood of Seatack and 
known as  the Rainey farm,"land containing one acre of land. The provision was made f o r  
"the r i g h t  t o  use and occupy sites fo r  l i fesaving o r  l i f e  boat s t a t ions ,  houses of refuge, 
and s i t e s  for  p i e r  head beacons.. ."' It is l i k e l y  t h a t  a l i fesaving s t a t i o n  was b u i l t  on 
the s i t e  a t  t h i s  t imepnd became known a s  the "Seatack Station". The s t a t i o n  was named 
for  the s i t e  where the  Br i t i sh  launched a sea at tack during the War of 1812. Bui l t  by 
the Treasury Department, it was one of several  such s t a t ions  located along the  coast from 
Cape Henry t o  North Carolina. 

The ex is t ing  1903 building was s imi la r  t o  other  l ifesaving s t a t i o n s  b u i l t  a t  the  turr  
of the  century. The first f loor  was designed t o  a c c o m d a t e  service f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  
included boat storage and o f f i ce  space. The second f loor  provided dormitory quarters  for  
s t a t ion  operators,  w i t h  provisions made f o r  rescued persons. The s t a t i o n  was a l so  pro- 
vided with a lookout and s ignal  tower. According t o  ear ly  inventories, such s ta t ions  were 
furnished w i t h  a t  l e a s t  two l i feboats ,  boat carriages,  l i f e  preservers, beach ca r t ,  
rockets, and s ignal  f lags .  Beach s t a t ions  had a horse t o  draw the  boat carr iages  along 
the beach. The increased s i z e  of m o s t  seagoing vessels and the spread of power propul- 
sion so changed the  character of marine casual t ies  t h a t  l a rger  and f a s t e r  rescue opera- 
t ions were needed. By 1917 the Life Saving Service and the Rescue Cutter Service were 
merged t o  form the  United S ta tes  Coast Guard. In  1933 one of the uoxgit storms ever t a  h i t  
the Virglnia coast d i d  subsiail t ial  damazs to several  of t h e  l i fesaving s t a t ions  i n  the 
area. However, the Virginia Beach s ta t ion  survived re la t ive ly  unscathed with the loca l  
press reporting tha t  only ".. .the planks were knocked out of the run way and the yard 
f i l l e d  with sand." (Ledger Stay, August.26, 1933:) It was following t h i s  storm tha t  
renovation of the building took place with the  tower being rebui l t  on the e a s t  elevation. 
The Virginia Beach s t a t ion  was thus re-equipped fo r  another generation 0f.s 'ervice. 

In1969 the building was abandoned by the Coast Guard. After lengthy l i t i ga t ion ,  it  
became the property of the City of Virginia Beach. Plans are  presently under way t o  move 
the Coast Guard Station t o  the right-of-way of 24th S t ree t  on the ocean front .  The build- 
ing w i l l  be used as  a public f a c i l i t y  as the new location for the Virginia Beach Visi tor  
and Information Center. The i n t e r i o r  plan of the building w i l l  be modified to  accommodate 
the new f a c i l i t i e s .  

(See Continuation Sheet #l) 
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