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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Camp Pendletodstate Military Reservation (SMR) is a Virginia Army National Guard facility located just 
south of the main resort area of Virginia Beach, Virginia. Originally established in Princess Anne County 
in the midst of the sleepy summer resort of Virginia Beach to the north and farmland to the south, SMR is 
now bounded by General Booth Boulevard to the west, Birdneck Avenue to the south, the Croatan 
residential neighborhood to the north and the Atlantic Ocean to the east. The facility was originally laid 
out on approximately four hundred acres in 1911 with construction beginning in 1912. Currently, SMR 
occupies approximately three hundred acres with an additional twenty-seven acres leased from the federal 
government. 

The facility was constructed during three distinct building campaigns with interspersed construction on a 
smaller scale since its establishment as the State Rifle Range in 1912. The first campaign in 1912 laid out 
the original core of the rifle range, and, though most of the buildings were demolished by World War 11, 
the layout remains extant. The second campaign of major construction performed by the U.S. Navy in 
1919, brought further development of the rifle ranges, and again though the buildings no longer exist the 
layout has been retained. The final major construction campaign completed by the U.S. Army during 
World War I1 provides the majority of extant buildings on the property. This is also when the facility was 
dedicated as Camp Pendleton. 

Camp PendletodState Military Reservation is defined by the intact landscape created by the dominant 
building type, World War 11-era temporary buildings, and the examples of earlier 20" century military and 
residential building types. Building forms and styles extend from the small bungalows of the officers' 
housing to the standard World War II temporary barracks. The lack of examples of varying types of 
architectural styles is emphasized by the utilitarian designs of the majority of the buildings on post. The 
post is buffered from the public streets by extensive trees and landscaping, in addition to the required 
security fencing along the perimeter. 

There are one hundred and eight (108) contributing buildings or structures and an additional six (6 )  sites 
contributing to the Camp PendletonIState Military Reservation Historic District. Of the contributing 
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buildings and structures, twenty-eight (28) resources were constructed prior to 1939 and eighty (80) date 
from 1940-1945. The sites include the current and original rifle ranges, the parade (Regimental Camp 
Area #1) field, the drill fieldlair field, the cantonment roads, and Regimental Camp Area #2. There are 
forty-one (41) non-contributing buildings and structures within the boundaries of the historic district. 
Four (4) buildings are scheduled to be demolished. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The Establishment of  the State Rifle Ranae 11912-191 7) 

The initiative to establish a state rifle range was begun in 1908 by the General Assembly for the purchase 
of a permanent range and camp site for the Virginia National Guard. Chosen among various sites under 
consideration, the location in Princess Anne County (now the City of Virginia Beach) was an undeveloped 
parcel of land with access to a fresh water lake, Lake Christine, and the Atlantic Ocean. The area south of 
Rudee Inlet was agricultural in use and sparsely populated. Prior to construction commencing in 1912, 
extensive plowing and leveling, the cutting of trees and stump removal, and the laying of grass seed was 
required to prepare the site for actual construction of the rifle range. In addition to this preparation, 
requirements for the rifle range necessitated receiving permission from adjoining owners to fire over their 
property during target practice. 

The majority of the buildings constructed during this building campaign were demolished by the time of 
World War 11. The original core of the rifle range, located between present-day Jefferson Avenue and 
Lake Road, is extant although the original targets and butts have been removed. In addition to the rifle 
range and the central layout of SMR, the extant buildings dating from this building campaign include 
Building #85 (Residential QuarterslAdministration Building), Building #88 (Officers' Quarters), Building 
#89 (ResidenceISick Bay and Hospital), Building #90 (Governor's CottagelC.0. Quarters), and Building 
#94 (Post Superintendent'sICaretaker's House). 

Identified on the 1913 (revised 1921) and 1919 maps of the State Rifle Range and visible in a 1922 
photograph of present day Jefferson Road are Buildings #85, #88 and #89. Originally one-story, frame 
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constructions upon low piers with vertical wood siding, the vernacular buildings were clad with vinyl 
siding during the 1990s. The three buildings have side-gable roofs with shed extensions at the front porch 
and have each undergone minor alterations. Building #85, originally the administration building, has been 
altered with the enclosing of half of the porch to provide additional interior space. Each of the buildings 
has a screened porch at the main elevation and all are currently occupied as residential buildings. 

Buildings #90 and #94 are one-and-a-half story h e  bungalows constructed upon low piers. Building 
#90, currently known as the Governor's Cottage, is seven-bays wide with a clipped gable roof and a single 
dormer at the main elevation. The front porch has been screened in. Since its construction, multiple one- 
story additions have been constructed at the rear to provide additional living space and the building has 
been clad in vinyl siding. Originally identified as the C.O.'s quarters on the 1913 (revised 1921) and 1919 
maps of the facility, Building #90's current name reflects its occupation by various governor's during their 
vacations after World War 11. Building #94 currently occupied by the Post Superintendent, has a hipped 
roof with shed roof dormers at the main and side elevations. The front porch has been screened in and a 
non-original wood deck has been constructed at the north elevation. Building #94 has four outbuildings 
located northeast of the main building dating from the mid to late 20Ih century. 

Construction Camwaien bv the US. N a w  (191 7-1919) 

During World War I, Virginia leased the State Rifle Range to the U.S. Navy for training and housing. The 
U.S. Navy acquired a post with no barracks and a handful of administration and support buildings for the 
range. As a result, the U.S. Navy was responsible for the construction of twenty-one new buildings at the 
Rifle Range. This building campaign included the construction of four armories, eleven barracks, two 
toilet and wash houses, one wash house, a gallery and mess hall, a latrine, and a shed. In a joint venture 
with the YMCA, a two-story recreational building was constructed at the northwest comer near present 
day Headquarters Road and Jefferson Avenue. 

Seventeen buildings were dismantled upon the Rifle Range's return to Virginia for distribution to other 
state institutions. None of the remaining buildings dating from this building campaign are extant. The 
original layout of the rifle ranges has been retained (Jefferson Avenue and Lake Road), but evidence of the 
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targets and butts has been removed. The main alignment of present-day Headquarters Road, which was 
constructed during the U.S. Navy's occupation, has been retained with a minor reconfiguration at the 
juncture with Jefferson Avenue. 

Expansion o f  the State Rifle Ranae/State Military Reservation Between 1920 and 1939 

The return of the State Rifle Range to Virginia in 1920 led to an extensive inspection of the training 
facility and the remaining buildings on post. After the demolition or removal of a majority of the 
resources at the rifle range, the prospect of resuming summer encampments was unclear. Within two 
years, the decision to hold summer encampments at the State Rifle Range was authorized allowing the 
first units to return in August 1922. Prior to the anival of the troops, new buildings were under 
construction to support the men training on post. Twenty (20) one-story frame kitchen and mess buildings 
were constructed along present day D Street. The regimental camp area, a large open field west of these 
buildings, is located between present day Headquarters Road and D Street. In addition to the kitchen and 
mess buildings, two latrines were constructed as well as an officers' mess hall and a washhouse. The 
washhouses were typically 14' x 44' with concrete walls and floors. The latrines were of frame 
construction and partly screened with copper wire. The buildings were covered with composition roofing. 
The kitchen and mess buildings were 14' x 60' with concrete foundations, floors of sand and clay, and 
wood siding. A brick storage building (32' x 16') with sliding galvanized iron doors and a galvanized 
roof was constructed beside the railroad spur.' Of these resources, only the washhouse (Building #8) is 
extant. Building #8, located off of Headquarters Road, is a one-story, seven-bays-wide, concrete block 
building with a side gable roof and exposed rafters. 

By 1925, the State Rifle Range (known as Camp Trinkle) included an additional regimental camp area 
south of present-day Jefferson Avenue and Headquarters Road. Upon this additional acreage, twenty 
kitchen and mess buildings, latrines, and bathhouses were constructed to support additional troops during 
summer encampment. The layout of Regimental Camp #2 mimicked the original regimental camp to the 
north. A brick storage building was constructed along the railroad spur at the southeast comer of post. 
Additional infrastructure upgrades included the construction of a surface drainage system, water mains, 
installation of power lines and a telephone system, construction of additional roadways on post, as well as 
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the construction of a sanitary garbage disposal plant and pumping system. 

An important feature established during this building campaign was the development of an airfieldidrill 
field east of the kitchen and mess buildings for Regimental Camp #2 and south of the C.O.'s Quarters. 
This was the first state-owned airfield in Virginia and provided aviation services to both civilian and 
military aircraft. Of these resources, the drill field and the road upgrades are extant. 

In 1927-1928, the original ranges (orientated north-south) between Lake Christine and Regimental Camp 
#1 were removed after the Guard acquired land east of Lake Christine. Additional training areas were 
now available with the removal of the original ranges and the acquisition/lease of more acreage. In order 
to represent the multiple activities available at the rifle range, the post was re-dedicated as the State 
Military Reservation (SMR). A new rifle range, pistol range, antiaircraft range, and machine gun range 
were constructed with the firing points orientated east toward the Atlantic Ocean. An ammunition 
building (Building #113) and a latrine were constructed in support of the new ranges. Jefferson Avenue 
(present day Rifle Range Road) was extended east from Lake Christine to the beachfront to provide access 
to the ranges. At this time, the original railroad spur was re-aligned from the southeast side of the SMR to 
the northwest side. Two new warehouses (Buildings #2 and 3) were constructed along the new spur. All 
of these resources, with the exception of the railroad spur, are extant. The one-story, one-bay-wide 
ammunition building (Building #113) is a brick structure laid in seven-course American bond. The side 
gable roof has exposed wood rafters and is clad in corrugated metal sheets. Buildings #2 and 3 are one- 
story frame buildings clad in corrugated metal siding with side gable, standing seam metal roofs. A raised 
platform provides access to the pedestrian entrances and loading dock doors. The rifle ranges and late 2oth 
century buildings which support the range activities have been retained, including the range office 
(Building #116), storage buildings (Buildings #114, 115, 117), and a range tower (Structure #124), 
support the range activities. The partial framing of the pistol range canopy is extant. 

Subsequent buildings constructed between 1922 and 1931 include an ammunition storage building 
(Building #92) and the stables (Building #93). These buildings were constructed at the juncture of the 
present-day Jefferson Avenue and the road leading to Gate 4. The ammunition storage building is a one- 
story, two-bays-wide brick structure laid in eight-course American bond. Constructed upon low piers, the 
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main elevation is pierced by two single entrances. The side gable roof is covered in corrugated metal 
sheets. The stables, a one-story frame building is scheduled to be demo~ished.~ Two additional buildings, 
#99 and #110, were constructed during this period along the east side of present day Lake Road. Building 
#99, is a one-story frame building with a side gable roof clad in asphalt shingles. Originally used as a club 
and a staff officers' mess hall, the building has been converted for residential use. Building #1 10 is a one- 
story frame building with a cross-gable roof, a Front entrance porch, and a screened rear porch. 

In response to funding available through the relief programs associated with the Great Depression and 
destruction caused by the Hurricane of 1933, a number of new buildings were constructed on post during 
the first half of the 1930s. The Civil Works Administration (CWA) constructed the new kitchen and mess 
buildings (Buildings #59-67) along the present day D Street to replace the mess halls from the 1920s. 
These are one-story frame buildings with side gable roofs, constructed upon low piers, and clad in vinyl 
siding. Buildings #59-64 are substantially wider than Buildings #65-67 to accommodate a larger number 
of men as well as provide additional storage space. On the exterior of the window openings of Buildings 
#59-62 and #64 were awnings that could be anchored in an open position to allow for additional 
ventilation and shade during mealtime. These awnings were originally constructed of paneled wood 
sections, but have since been clad in vinyl. Buildings #65-67 were smaller in square footage with double 
doors along the east elevation. The main pedestrian entrance is located in the first bay of the main 
elevation. These buildings have been adapted for use as a paint shop, storage, and the AC and Electrical 
shop. Latrines (Building #82), two regimental headquarters, and an infirmary were also constructed 
during this period. The remaining latrine is a one-story, four-bay-wide concrete block building located 
just east of the kitchen and mess buildings (Buildings #59-67). 

Building #4, the ammunition and supply building, was constructed from 1931-1940. Similar in design to 
Building #8, the one-story, seven-bay-wide building is constructed of concrete block. The side gable roof 
with exposed rafters is clad in asphalt shingles. 

Construction at Camp Pendleton Durinp World War II 

The transfer of SMR to the U.S. Army in 1940 initiated the largest building campaign to date on post. 
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Dedicated as Camp Pendleton, housing and other support facilities would be required to accommodate the 
thousands of soldiers that would be temporarily stationed there. Between 1940 and 1943, over one 
hundred (100) temporary buildings were constructed at Camp Pendleton. Based on the 700 Series 
drawings developed by the Quartermaster Corps, the temporary buildings were constructed with the 
expectation of remaining extant from five to twenty years.3 Despite the temporary label, sixty-nine (69) 
World War I1 buildings, primarily barracks and mess halls, remain at SMR. Other support buildings 
retained include the company storeroom and recreation buildings, the firehouse, and the chapel. Tents, 
later replaced with hutments, were originally located at Regimental Camp Area #1 to supplement the 
housing provided by the barracks. Virginia Beach's location in a temperate climate facilitated the 
combination of tentthutments with barracks for housing the troops.4 

Barracks 

The 63-men barracks from the 700 Series, based on drawings developed under the direction of Colonel 
Charles D. Hartman of the Quartermaster Corps, were erected south of Jefferson Avenue in the 
Regimental Camp Area #2. Of the sixty-six (66) built between 1940 and 1941, thirty-two (32) are still 
extant between B and C Streets. They are Buildings #231-233, #236-238, #241-243, #246-248, #251-253, 
#326-328, #331-333, #336-338, #341-343, #346-348, and #352-353. 

As originally designed, the two-story, three-bay-wide, frame buildings are approximately 29' 6"x 80' and 
constructed upon wooden piers. The framing for the barracks consisted of wood platform construction 
with diagonally laid wood sheathing or panels of gypsum board.' The buildings were originally clad in 
wood siding, but were covered in vinyl siding in the 1990s. Aqua medias (continuous eaves) cap all 
windows on the first and second stories. The front gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The 
chimney for each barrack is located approximately four feet from the exterior wall. The main entrance is 
situated in the central bay of the main elevation with a wood fire escape and platform located along the 
second story. 

The original design of the interiors was unfinished with the first floor having two small rooms for the non- 
commissioned officers, an open area for the enlisted men, and the toilet, shower, and heater rooms at the 
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rear. A stair leading to the second floor was located next to the toilet room and the secondary exit. The 
second floor had two rooms for the non-commissioned officers and a large open space for the enlisted 
men. As part of the Virginia Army National Guard's renovation campaign, the interior of the barracks has 
been altered with the exception of Building #347. This building has been preserved as a representative 
example of the original interior design. 

Mess Halls 

Twenty-two (22) 11 8-men mess halls were originally constructed to serve the enlisted men occupying the 
barracks along B Street. Of these, seven mess halls (Buildings #329, 335, 339, 345, 349, and 355) are 
extant along C Street between Fourth Street and Jefferson Avenue. The mess halls are one-story, three- 
bay-wide frame buildings measuring approximately 25' 9" x 93' 6". The buildings are constructed upon 
low piers and the original wood siding has been concealed beneath vinyl siding. The aqua medias 
executed on the barracks design is repeated on the mess halls. The front gable roofs are covered in asphalt 
shingles. 

Company Store Room and Recreation Buildings 

Twenty-two (22) company storeroom and recreation buildings (Buildings #330, 334, 340, 344, 350, and 
354) were constructed along A and C Streets to serve the men occupying the barracks along B Street. Of 
these, seven (7) company storeroom and recreation buildings are extant. The one-story frame buildings 
are rectangular in shape and average approximately 2,180 square feet in usable space. The design of each 
building incorporates the two functions, the one-story storeroom constructed upon low piers and the 
recreation section rising slightly higher. The arrangement of the bays at the rear and secondary elevations 
are asymmetrical due to the interior requirements of the buildings. The original wood siding has been 
covered with vinyl siding. The front gable roof of the buildings are covered in asphalt shingles and jag 
towards the center of the building due to the height difference of the two sections. 
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Chapel 

The chapel (Building # 426) at Camp PendletonIState Military Reservation is located at Jefferson Avenue 
and was the only chapel on post during World War 11. The one-and-a-half story, frame chapel is three bays 
wide. The vestibule, centered longitudinally, projects slightly from the center bay along the first story. 
The steeple is centered at the roof ridge, rising above the center bay of the main elevation. The front gable 
roof is covered in asphalt shingles and the original wood siding has been clad in vinyl siding. 

The interior was been preserved with the original light fixtures, wood paneling, flooring, pews, and altar 
still extant. The interior floor plan consists of a cloakroom and small office off the vestibule, and the 
main sanctuary and altar, with two small vestry rooms connected by a narrow passage behind the altar. A 
staircase at the cloakroom leads to the balcony. 

Firehouse 

The firehouse (Building #410) is a one-story, four-bay-wide, frame building constructed on a concrete slab 
foundation at the motor equipment bays and upon piers at the personnel quarters and office area. Located 
off of Headquarters Road, the firehouse had formally semed as the main headquarters for fire protection 
on post. The main elevation is pierced by three garage doors and a single pedestrian entrance. The T-plan 
of the building is orientated toward the main road with the shaft of the building extending at the rear. The 
main service bay of the firehouse extends the width of the main block of the T to accommodate numerous 
vehicles and fire equipment. A central hallway provides access to the shaft of the T-plan, which is 
occupied by storage areas and offices. The original wood siding has been covered with vinyl siding and 
the cross gable roof is covered in asphalt shingles. 

Additional World War I1 Temporary Buildings 

Other temporary buildings dating from World War I1 include the Officers' Club and PX (Building #427), 
Bachelor Officers' Quarters (Buildings #412, 414, and 416), Maintenance Shop and Garages (Buildings 
#262-263, #360, 362, and 424), and warehouses (Buildings #421 and 441). These buildings were 
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constructed based on the 700 Series drawings from the Quartermaster Corps and exhibit the same 
construction qualities, including wood frame construction upon low piers with gable roofs. 

Six buildings, Buildings #403-405 and #407-409, were originally constructed at the north end of 
Headquarters Road and serviced Post Headquarters during World War II. In order to prevent their 
demolition from a proposed project in this vicinity, these buildings have been moved to the comer of B 
and 7th Streets in the old Regimental Camp #2 area. These buildings originally served as the Dispensary 
(#403), barracks (#404-405), a mess hall (#408), and offices (#407,409). 

Development After 1950 

Construction activity after World War II was limited to the removal of buildings deemed expendable by 
the Virginia Department of Military Affairs, including the theater, amphitheater, the hutments, the YMCA 
Building, various barracks, mess halls, company store rooms and recreation buildings, and the main PX. 
The Guard primarily focused on repairing the remaining buildings on post for use during summer 
encampments and training sessions. The Guard currently leases a number of the buildings, particularly the 
World War I1 barracks, to various military and civilian agencies. 

The first major building campaign after World War 11 was the construction of the REDHORSE facilities 
(1990s) at the north end of Regimental Camp #1 and south of Warehouse Road. The 203'~ REDHORE 
Flight unit is a construction and repair unit for the Virginia Air National Guard and their headquarters is 
located at SMR. A memorial is located in this area to honor the aimen from REDHORSE whom were 
killed in an airplane accident returning from training in March 2001. Additional construction projects 
executed during the late 20" century include an armory at the comer of General Booth Boulevard and 
Birdneck Road. 

Development pressure from the City of Virginia Beach led to the transfer of SMR parcels of land from the 
Guard to the city during the 1990s. These parcels included acreage beyond the original cantonment area 
of SMR. As a result, the boundaries of SMR incorporate all the land (with the exception of a small tract 
south of Lake Christine leased from the federal government) between General Booth Boulevard, Birdneck 














































































































