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a .  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Tie first successful college i n  Virginia 
and the second i n  a l l  the English colonies, the College of William and 
Mary was chartered on February 8, 1693. Middle Plantation ( l a t e r  
renamed Williamsburg) was chosen a s  the s i t e ,  and the cornerstone 
was l a i d  i n  1695. Designed by S i r  Christopher Wren and "adapted t o  
the Nature of the Country by the Gentlemen there," the building was 
completed i n  i t s  or ig ina l  form i n  1702, when two s ides  of the proposed 
quadrangle were finished. Accidentally burned i n  1705, the building 
was subsequently r ebu i l t ,  and a t h i r d  side of the quadrangle was 
completed i n  1732. Tdice more, i n  1859 and 1862, the building was 
damaged by f i r e ,  with consequent a l te ra t ions  i n  each reconstruction. 
When John D. Rockefeller, Jr., undertook i ts  restorat ion i n  1927, only 
two-thirds of the or ig ina l  wall height remained. Timely discovery of 
the Bodleian Plate" a t  Oxford University, depicting several  important 
buildings of 18th century Williansburg, permitted an authentic 
res torat ion of the Wren Building. 

One of the l a rges t  buildings erected i n  the English colonieo 
up t o  t h a t  time, the Wren Building was four s to r i e s  high (including 
English basement and a t t i c )  and 136 f e e t  lone. Though begun i n  the 
17th century, i t s  design .das proudly of the 18th. The mature 
Renaissance design incorporates a formal symmetry, with the cen t r a l  
ax is  accented by round-arch portal ,  balcony, sharp-pitched gable and 
cupola. Balancing the cen t r a l  ax is  a re  uniformly smced windows and 
narrow dormers. The north wing, completed a t  the same time a s  the 
f ront  portion, contains the "Great Hall"; the south wing, constructed 
i n  1732, i s  the chapel. Hestoration i n  1928 was authentic, with the 
only a l t e r a t ions  being addi t ional  s t a i r s  and other minor d e t a i l s  
needed t o  adapt the building t o  a continuing academic use. The 
i n t e r i o r  woodwork having been completely destroyed by f i r e ,  pain-
staking research was necessary i n  order t o  permit authentic replacement. 

b.  BOUNDARIES: A white picket fence surrounds the (approximate) 2 
acres of land which has been reserved fo r  the Wren Building. The 
acreage is  i n  the shape of a t r iangle ,  pointing east-- in  d i r e c t  l i n e  
with the western terminus of Duke of Gloucester S t ree t .  

From the junction of Duke of Gloucester S t ree t ,  Hichmond Road, 
and Jamestown Road (which i s  a t  the point of said t r i ang le ) ,  proceed 
i n  a nortnwest direct ion along Richmond Iioad for  about 500 fee t ;  thcnce 
south fo r  about 800 f e e t  t o  Jumcstown Rood; thence i n  o northenotcrly 
direct ion along Jamestown Road f o r  about 500 f e e t  t o  point of bcfiinninfi. 

Wren Building is located on the western (wide) end of the oaicl 
t r iangle  and faces  eas t ,  i n  the direct ion of the point of the t r iangle .  
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I The restored or ig ina l  building of the College of William and Mary. 

V) I ascribed t o  S i r  Christopher Wren. Originally b u i l t  i n  1695-1702, 
Z 

it was r e b u i l t  a f t e r  a f i re i n  1705. 



The Restoration of Colonial Flilliarnsburg i n  Virginia, repr inted 
from -The Archi tectural  Record, December l55-rk, 1935); 
H u g h  Morrison, Early American Architecture ( ~ e wYork, 1952).-
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