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/ a .  BACKGROUND INFORMTION: The colonial  cap i t a l  of Virginia, with a 
s p n  of importance almost exact ly  coinciding with the eighteenth century 
colonial  period, never approached Charleston a s  a metropolis, though it 
was the p o l i t i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  center  of one of the lending colonies. 
I t s  par t icu la r  value, as ide from i t s  p o l i t i c a l  importance, stems from 
the remarkable in te rpre t ive  program which f o r  some years has been 
car r ied  on by Colonial Williamsburg. For a century and a ha l f  a qu ie t  
college town and county seat ,  Williamsburg today is  an outstanding 
example of res tora t ion  and interpreta t ion.  The aim of the res tora t ion  
has been t o  "re-create accurately  the environment of the men and women 
of 18th-century Williamsburg and t o  bring about such an understanding 
of t h e i r  l i v e s  and times t h a t  present and future generations may more 
vividly appreciate the contribution of these ea r ly  Americans t o  the  
idea ls  and cul ture  of our country." 

The res torat ion,  begun i n  1327 under the auspices of M r .  John D. 
Rockefeller, Jr., t o  date has involved the razing o r  removal of some 
600 buildings, the  res tora t ion  of approximately 100, and the recon- 
s t ruct ion of about 350 on t h e i r  o r ig ina l  s i t e s .  Noteworthy res tora t ions  
include the Wren - Building (1695-1702), Brafferton Hall  (1723) and the - 
President ' s  ~ouse ' (1732) ,  a l l  of the College of William and Mary; the 
Public ~ n ~ a z ~ 1 7 1 4 ) ;  the  Ludwell-Paradise House (1717); the Old Court - -- 
House (1770) ; ru ton  Parish Church (1710-15); and the GeorGe Wythe House -- 
(1755). Among the more ambitious reconstructions a r e  the Governor's 
Palace (or ig ina l  b u i l t  1706-20); the Colonial Capitol build in^ (or ig ina l  - 
constructed 1701-05); and the Raleigh Tavern (or ig inu l  b u i l t  before 1742) - 
Mention a l s o  should be made of a newly completed Reception Center, 
located outside the res tored area, which i s  the center of the in te rpre t ive  
program f o r  Colonial Williamsburg. 

"Beginning a t  a point  on the  north s ide  of Duke of Gloucester 
S t r ee t  two hundred f e e t  e a s t  of the e a s t  l i n e  of North FIenry S t r ee t  
sa id  point a l s o  being ten  f e e t  west of the  John Bla i r  House; thence 
northerly t o  t he  south s ide of Prince George S t ree t ;  thence eas t e r ly  
t o  a point approximately s i x t y  f e e t  west of west Line of Naawu S t r ee t ;  
thence i n  a northerly d i rec t ion  across Prince George S t r ee t ;  thence 
continuing along the west s ide of the  Goodwin property approximately 
one hunclred and s i x t y  f e e t ;  thence eas t e r ly  t o  the e a s t  s.Lde of fn~or lu  
S t ree t ;  thence i n  a northerly d i rec t ion  ulong thc  eus t  s ide of Nassnu 
S t r ee t  t o  t he  north s ide of Scotland S t ree t ;  thence eust;erly ona hundrcd 
and twenty f e e t  t o  the  west property l i n e  of thc Governor's l'tilrkce ~ i t c ;  
thence i n  a northerly d i rec t ion  t o  south s ide of Lufoyette i i trcct;  
thence eas t e r ly  along south s ide of Lafayette S t r ee t  t o  the  west 
property l i n e  of the Colonial Williamsburg warehouse area;  thence 
i n  a aoutheastprly d i rec t ion  t o  the south l i n e  of Franklin S t ree t ;  

b. BOUNDARIES: Following boundaries have been established f o r  "Historic 
Colonial Area" per  Section 26-45, Ar t ic le  X I ,  Williamsburg Ci ty  Code, 
J u l y  1, 1966: 
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thence e a s t  along south l i n e  of Franklin S t r ee t  and the south l i n e  of 
Franklin S t r ee t  extended t o  e a s t  s ide of Ia faye t te  S t ree t ;  thence along 
the ea s t  s ide of Lafayette S t r ee t  t o  the south s ide of York S t ree t ;  
thence i n  a southerly d i rec t ion  four hundred f e e t  t o  a point; thence i n  
a westerly d i rec t ion  approximately s i x  hundred f e e t  t o  a point  two 
hundred f e e t  south of Francis S t ree t ;  thence along a l i n e  two hundred 
f e e t  south of and para l le l ing  the south s ide of Francis S t r ee t  t o  the  
west s ide of England S t ree t ;  thence southerly along the west side of 
England S t r ee t  seventy f e e t  t o  a point; thence westerly t o  a p ~ i n t  on 
the west property l i n e  of Colonial His tor ica l  Parkway, s a id  point being 
one hundred and s ix ty  f e e t  south of Francis S t ree t ;  thence southerly 
along the west property l i n e  of the Colonial His tor ica l  Parkday two 
hundred and seventy f e e t  t o  a point; thence westerly along a l i n e  which 
i s  the extension of the south s ide of I re land S t r ee t  t o  the ea s t  s ide 
of South Henry S t r ee t ;  thence northerly along the e a s t  s ide of South 
Henry S t r ee t  t o  a point  one hundred and ninety f e e t  from Duke of 
Gloucester S t ree t ;  thence eas t e r ly  two hundred f e e t  t o  a point;  thence 
norther ly  crossing Duke of Gloucester S t r ee t  t o  the  point of beginning." 
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restorat ion of some 100 buildings and the reconstruction of 

approximately 350 more. Mostly owned and administered by Colonial 



Hugh Morrison, Early American Architecture From the F i r s t  Colonial - - - Se%tlements t o  the National Period (New York, 1 9 m ;  Williaosburg -- 
Holding Corporation, The Willinmsbure: Restoration: A brief review - --- 
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of Colonial Williamsburg i n  Virginia ( ~ e w  York, 193551;- - - 
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As the designated Stele Liaison Officer for the N s -  

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1,aw 

89-665). I hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and certify that it has  been 

evalusted according to the  criteria end procedres  se t  

forth by the National Perk Service. The recommended 

level  of significance of this nomination is :  

National State Local 0 
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I hereby certify that this property i s  included in the 

National Register. 

--- 
Chief, Office of Archeology end Historic P rese rve l im 






