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Although a 1699 survey by Theororick Bland established. the boundaries of Williams-
burg and its two ports, the bounderies of Capitol Landing were lost during the eigh=~
teenth century urban expansion. Shops, houses, and light industries developed along
the road leading to the port as Willlamsburg expanded No remains of thgsg §tructures
have survived abogp ground C o T o o
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With the aid of eighteenth century maps and historical documents, the archaeologi-
cal remains of Capitol Landing may provide a significant record of commercial and do-
mestic interactions at what was Williamsburg's. most important port,

At the water's edge were located a succession of tobacco inspection warehouses and
a publiic wharf. A ferry ran regularly from Capitol Landing, across the York giver to
Gloucester County. Near Capitol Landing were two taverns which provided lodging and
entertairment for travelers. “(Photo #2). |

Iuring the eighteenth century a succession of wooden bridges extended Capitol
Landing Road across Queern's Creek providing a link between Williamsburg and the re-
sidents of Upper York County. A stone bridge was erected in 1775, the remains of
which survive in the warshes of Queen's Creek. . (Photo #.3).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- In 1699, Capitol Landing was establlshed as one of two significant ports on
navqiga.ble tidal creeks, intended to provide Wllllamsburg ‘with a means of easy access
to- commercial shipping.- It also provided an- indispensible communlcat:.ons link be-

w tween the colonial-capital and the rest of: the English coloniali world, Through '
» Capitol Landing Williamsburg participated in the colonial mercantile system, expor-
ting tobacco and other raw agricultural products in exchange for English material

goods., It was the site of a tobacco inspection warehouse.

After the Revolutionary period, Capitol Landing entered a period of economic
decline. The taverns, warehouses, and industries which had flourished in its hey-
day fell into disrepair., The archaeological record of these structures and their
inhabitants, in conjunction with existing court records, can provide an excellent
index of the lives and interactions of the inhabitants of the Landing,

Ferryman Giles Moody 1s known to have established a tavern at Capitol Landing
ca. 1717, which,in turn, was operated by his son and grandson throughout most of
the elghteeanth century. The archaeolcgical investigation of this tavern site may
provide evidence of architectural application to meet a particular commercial de-
rand., Moreover, excavetion would provide valuable evidence of material consumption.
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In addition, -mrthaeological study of the site of the bridges which once spanned
Queen's Creek, may provide conslderable insight intc colonial bridge construction
technoelogy,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The 87 aeres is bordered on the north by Queen!s Creek; on the west by the
first creek west of Rte, 143, on the east by the first creek east of Rte, 143,
and on the south by and east-west line 3ust north of the junction of Rte. 143
with Caplt‘ol Land:.ng Road ¢ - - . . .
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Boundery Justification: Natural geegraphical boundaries were selected
which encempass tre majority of the surviving archaeological remains at
Capitol Landing: this was also the most intensely terrain occupied during -~ .
the eighteenth cantury. >






