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5 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT -DETEHIORATED 

-GOOU .-RUINS 

-FAIR JUNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

KUNALTEREO X-ORIGINAL SITE 

l A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE- --- 

Although a 1699 survey by Theororick Bland established.the boundaries of W i l l i a m s -  
burg and its two ports, the bouncbrfes of Capitol Landing were l o s t  during the  eigh- 
teenth cerrtury urban expansion. Shops, houses, and light industries developed along 
the road leading , t o  the  port-as Williamsburg expanded. N o  remains of these structures 

% , , .  . .  
r . . , .  - ,  . \ .  , j ,  . .  , ., . . . .  . . . . . .  have survcled ' &bop grolmd. ., 

. - .  .'.. , . - .. . . . . . . . _ . . . .  
. , . ,_ 1 . _  _ . . . . . . . .  - . . r  ,I..<: - , ' - -  

With the a id  of eighteenth century maps and his tor ica l  documents, the  archaeologi- 
c a l  rezszlins of Capitol Landing may. provide a s i#i f icant  record of commercial and d0- 
m e s t i c  interactions a t  what was td l l i amsburg '~  most important port. 

A t  the water's edge were located a succession of tobacco inspection warehouses and 
a public wharf. A fe r ry  ran regularly from capitol Landing, across t h e  ~ o r k  River t o  
Gloucester County, Near Capitol Landing were two f:averns which provided lodging and 
en te r t a rmer i t  for trave1er.s . - (photo #Z ) . ..! ! ' - ' S  , I  . 

During khe clgh'ceenth centmy a succession of wooden bridges exterded Capitol 
Landing &ad across Queen's Creek ~ ~ providing a l ink  between ~ i l l i smsbu rg  and the  re- 
sidents of upper- ~ o r k  county. A stone bridge was erected i n  1775, the romains of 
which suzvive i n  the ~ r s l i e s  o.! Ween * q qeek.: . (Photo # - 3 ) .  . - .  
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In  1699, Capitol  Tanding was established as-one of td s i g n i f i c a n t  ports on 
na$gable t i d a l  creeks, intended t o  provide Williamsburg w i t h  a means of easy access 
to comercial shipping. It also provided an-indispeasible comunicat ions l i n k  be- 

a tweer r  t h e  co lonia l  c z p i t a l  and the rest of the  ~ k g l i s h  colonial-world. Through 
p Capitol Landing Killiansburcj part ic ipated i n  the colonial  mercantile system, expor- 

t h g  tobacco and other  raw agr icu l tura l  products i n *  exchange for English mater ia l  
goods. It was the  site of a tobacco inspection warehouse, 

After the Revolutionary period, Capitol Landing entered a period of economic 
decl ine.  The taverns, warehouses, and industr!.es which had f lour ished  i n  its hey- 
day f e1.l into d i s repa i r .  The archaeological record of these  s t ruc tu res  and t h e i r  
inhabi tan ts ,  i n  conjunction w i t h  ex is t ing  cour t  records, can provide an excel len t  
index of the l i v e s  and in terac t ions  OF t he  inhabitants  of the  Landing, 

Perryrcar~ G i l e s  Moody I .s laown t o  have establ ished a tavern a t  Capitol Landing 
ca. 17x7, which,in turn ,  was operated by his  son and grandson throughout most of 
the eighteenth century. The archaeological invest igat ion of t h i s  tavern site may 
provide evidence, of xrchi tec ty a 1  . . - .  . app1ic:ation . . , . - . . to . . mee'c . a pazficular  . . .  ,. . . commercial , de- 
nand. Moreover, excs.ve.tion would provf &e valuable evidence of  inater ial  consumption. 

,..*:2.. ;,. 4 - .  - .  .. . .. . '  . _. . f ,  

X n  addit ion,  . u ~ t h a e o l o ~ i & a l  study bf the s i t $  of-the bridges which once spanned 
Queen's Creek, m y  prov5de cofisiderable insight. i n to  colonial  bridge construct ion 
techlzol-c~gy . 
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The 87  acres is bordered on the.north by Queenls Creek, on the west by the 

f i x s t  creek  lest of R t e .  143, on the east by the first creek. east  of ~ t e ,  143, 
and 011 the south by &I. east-west line just north of the junction of Rte. 143 
with Capitol Landing Road., . . . .  . , .  . :. < .  ' . . . .  
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Boun:!; r j  JJS t 9f.i :a t ion:  Natv:nl geographical boundaries were selected 
which encLnFsss tke rr.3j~rit.y of t l ~ e  surviving archaeological remains a t  
Capi to1 Landing: t h i s  was a l s o  the most intensely terrain occupied during 
tbe .eighteenth century. 




