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i Today ,  t h e s e  l o t s  and  t h e  Landing Canrnons a r e  unoccupied  and a r e  unused  e x c e p t  by a n  
I 
I o c c a s i o n a l  h i k e r  cr f l s h e r w a n .  P i n e  s c r u b  f o r e s t  and v i n y  growth  c o v e r  t h e  a r e a ,  T h i s  

p r e s e n t  q u i e t  b e l i e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Landing was once a n  e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of t h e  W i l l i a m s -  
b u r g  c u r r n u n i t y ,  b u s t l i n g  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of t r a d e  and commerce. The hum of l i f e  l e f t  
t h e  L a n d i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  A l l  t h a t  r e m a i n s  of t h i s  
a c t i v i t y  are t h e  n:al .erial  o b j e c t s  d i s c a r d e d  by o c c u p a n t s  of the a r e a  and  t h e  r u i n s  of the 
h o u s e s  a n d  s t r u c t ~ r e s  t h a t  formed the l o c i  o f  t h e i r  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s .  With t h e  a i d  of 
t w o  e i g i i ~ e e n t h  c e n t u r y  maps, t h e  sites of  t h e s e  a c t i v i t l e s  have  b e e n  l o c a t e d  and examined 
a r c h a e o l o ! g i c a l l y  a n d ' r e p r e s e n t  d s i g n i f i c a n t  segment  of c o l o n i a l  c o s m e r c f a l  a n d  m i d d l e  
c l a s s  d o m e s t i c  l i f e .  

Two of . these sites have a l r e a d y  been t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  i n t e n s i v e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  
tlighway 'cor :s t ruki ; ion ' n e c e s s i t a t e d  ' t h e  s a l v a g e  e x c a v a t i o n  c f  d o m e s t i k  'sites on t h e  e a s t e r n  
s i d e  .or *il.re Col3.egc L ~ n d i n g  Road. The b a c k f i l l e d  basement of a 16 '  x 20' d o m e s t i c  struc- 
t u r e ' - a r ~ d  its n e a r b y  well r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s i t e  of a s m a l l  m i d d l e  c l a s s -  h o u s e h o l d  o c c u p i e d  
from circs 1 7 5 0  and atmndoned c i r c a  1815 .  ' t h i s  s m a l l  f r a m e  house  had been  hilt o v e r  a 
c o m p l e t z  L iase i~en t ,  Dackf i l l e d  p a r t i a l  basement,  r o o t  c e l l a r ,  and  chimney complex h a b i t e d  
from cSrca 1680 ts 1.740. The cons t r .uc t io i l  a l i g n m e n t  o f  t h i s  s t r u c t ~ : r e  d o e s  n o t  conform 
t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  e:?:~blished :g93 and r e p r e s e n t s  h a b i t a t i o n  i n  the W l l l l a m s L u r g  a r e a  
prior t v  Its i n c o . r ~ ~ : ^ ~ : t i ~ ~ .  Sliis tr;me area was l a t e r  u l ; i l i z e d  a5 c e m e t e r y  s p a c e  for a 
por t io r :  of W i l l . i a m s k r g ' s  t.Zack p c p c l a t i o n .  

. ,  
O t h e r  sf.tes a t  t h e  Landing have bezn i d e n t i f i e d  by map and documenta ry  s t r ~ d y  a n d  f i e l d  
l o c a t e d  by ~ r c h a e o l o g . i . e > a l  s c r v e y .  These  sites re r rn in  a s  t h e  s o l e  c-vidence of commerc ia l  
and dornest.lc a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  toolc p l a c e  a t  t h e  Landing,  a.id islig t h e  o n l y  remal r l ing  tes- 
t i m o n y  of a t r a n s i c t i l ~  s e g m n t  of t h e  c o l o n i a l  populace .  Three  sltes were f o u n d  w i t h i n  
t h e  vves-tern r a n g e  o f  I.ots. Small. test e x c a v a t i o n s  r e v e a l e d  cfomes t lr: a r t i f a s t u a l  d z b r i s  
t h a t  ma) r e p r e s e n t  t h e  site of cl sm311 d m e s t i c  s t r u c t u r e  i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  1 7 7 4  survey 
and  aba:?rior,ed c i r c a  1780, a bi-cwery s i t e ,  'and a p:;.ivateljt owned s t o r e h o u s e  which  s o l d  
n a v a l  sup;i:cs and ,yoads. Survey a l so  1.ocatcd t h e  probi~ble  s i t e  o f  o n e  o f  t h r e e  puk;lic 
w a r e h o u s e s .  Recs.rded as having  heen  20 f e::t by 40 fee t ,  t h e s e  s t r u c : t u r i s  served a s  
p u b l i c  s t o r a g e  spi31:e cxtcl ar t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  i n s p t c t l o n  of' tohacco. These w a r e h o u s e s  
s t o o d  a t  t h c  f o o t  of Ct2lltge Liinding Road, a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  Landlng Commons. - 

Timber  renuins of  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  wharves a l s o  r e m a i n  a t  t h e  Landing.  
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- I .  - 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

h C o l l e y c  Landing ,  c r e a t e d  17 1699 .hy , the - '!Act D l r e o t i n q  t h e  d u i l d i n q  of t h e  C a p i t o l  -and 

" bound t o  and fr:~rrr v a r i o u s  p o r t s  of t h e  €.nglish' coioni-a1 world t i e d  up ,  un loaded  and 
' 

; ). . t o o k  on outward bcd.~.lr,ri ca rgoes .  Warehovses and wharves were e r e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e s e  s h i p s .  
' S u y p o r t i v c  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d i n g  s t o r e h o u s e s ,  a t a v e r n ,  and l i g h t  i n d u s t r i e s  s p r a n g  up t o  

complement t h e  s h i p p i n g .  Near t h e  w a t e r ' s  edge ,  a p u b l i c  warehouse f o r  t h e  s t o r a g e  and 
inspection ,of t o b a c c o  became t h e  focal  p o i n t  of -the cornnunity. A t  t h i s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
jur lc tp~re  c a r t s  and f l a tboa ts  were a v a i l a b l e  f o r  l o c a l  d e l i v e r y .  A f e r r y  r a n  r e g u l a r l y  
between Collcge Landing and Hog I s l a n d ,  a c r o s s  t h e  games. Dur:r!g t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  t h e  
Landing servzd as an  i n p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r j ~  supply  p o i n t .  The a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d  a t  
Co l l cge  Landing re ta ins  a r eco rd  of s o n ?  of t h e s e  a c t l . v i t i e s  and c o n t a i n s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
d a t a  represe:~tirrg a c o n t , i n u i t y  of connlercial  endeavor from t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  
s e v e n t ~ t : ~ ~ t h  u n t i l  t h e  fjrst q u a r t e r  of' t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  eentiiries when t h e  t e r p o  a t  t h e  
Landing  s lawcd i . r ~  : .wnterpoin t .  t o  Wil l iamsburg ' s Y l o S s  of p o l i t i c a l  preeminence i n  ' - 
V i r g i n i a .  

As cn aspect of a plariried coninunit y , Col l ege  Landing, provided a means of mee t ing  t h e  
t r a n s p o r t s t i o n '  neec!s - of Willl.amsbsrg s o  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  could  b e c m e  a v i a b l e  s o c i a l  ' - 
a s  w e l l  .as p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y .  The Larding's d i s t a n c z  from t h e  m a i n  body of t h e  c i t y - - -  
a l lowed i t  t o  b e c ~ m e  a nelghborhcod i n h a b i t e d  by t r a n s i e n t s  and members of  t h e  lorver 
middle c!.ass, This dlstance a l s o  a l lowed a noxious mir~or  i n d u s t r y ,  brewing, t o  be 
loca ted  tFlerc without: d i s t u r b i n g  a m a j o r i t y  of t h e  ci ty ' : ;  r e s i d e n t s .  

C o l l e g e  Fanti :fly w i t h  its c!m,estic, i ~ ~ d c ~ s t r i a l ,  and t ran: ;pcrt i i t ion s i t e s ,  c o n t a i n s  a 
record of urban  c*:rm\,nity development i n  t h e  cort text  ol' r t r a l  L ' i rginid.  Jtie a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  rernalns ar:d a s s o c i a t e d  evider,ce of m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  providr: documen ta t ion  of 
a t r a n s i e n t  Sowcr a!:d middle c l a s s  t h a t  worked and l i v e d  on t h e  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  
l a r g e r  c o l o n i a l  society.  The i r  l i f eways  provide  a complement t o  a l r e a d y  s t u d i e d  class 
g r o u p s  . 
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The approximately twenty- two acres nominated i s  the original Coll ege Landing 
acreage surveyed i n  1699 by Thcodorick B l a r ~ d .  I'ieastr note: the ten ecres 
refeve : ;-L) i n  S w -:ion X7 i s  a 1,;i:jjs~q -sphi:al error; the  sentance should read 
twentv- twt :  r a the r  t has  ten acr!s. 




