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Summarv Descriotion 

Although closely linked visually and historically, Chandler Court and Pollard Park, the 
two areas of Pollard's development reveal the changing appearance of middle-class suburban 
housing in the brief period 1920-1940. The earliest houses built on Chandler Court, Wythe Lane. 
and Griffin Avenue reflect relatively freewheeling styles absrracted from historical modes by 
architecfs and builders in the 1920s. while many of those built in the following decade on Pollard 
Park and Ballard Lam are rendered in the more literal btorical grammar found through much 
of the East Coast -- particularly in eastern Virginia -- inspired by the development of Colonial 
Williams burg. 

Architectural Analvsep 

Most of the buildings in this disuict from both decadu can be called Colonial Revi"a1. 
though their character varies considerably. Earl Gregg Swem's large five-bay, weatherboarded 
house with classical porches aad deep, exaggerated cornices (116 Chandler C o w )  is a familiar 
early-twentieth-century rendering of a Georgian gentry house without being recognizably drawn 
from any particular historical model or region. The Old Manse (601 Wythe Lane) is a more 
modest version; its shingle siding and uneven fenestration contrasting with deep eaves suggests 
a vernacular mode with no idenfifiilble pedigree. The house Margaret Ballard built at 134 
Chandler Court combines elemenu of this idiom with the picnuesque practice of placing the 
gable and an exterior chimney on the principal facade. A more studied design is seen at 205 
Griffin Avenue. I t  has a ToUdenesque quality created by swinging the side eaves out from the 
gable front with bold c w ~  emphasizing the side position of the door by 'giving it an oversized 
Queen Anae hood. and placing an asymmeaical chimney at the center of the composition. A 

. large number of the earlier h o w  (100. 101. 121. 123. 129. and 131 Chandler Court and 207 
Griffin Avenue) were intended to have a Dutch Colonial flavor. with long dormers or monitors 
breaking througb exaggerated gable or gambrel roofs. However. these roof ueakents and the 
small front door hoods projecting out from their eavu are rbe product of 1920s domestic images 
rather than copied from real buildings OIE might find in 18thcearury New York state. Historian 
Richard L. Monon's picturesque cottage turns its long face to Chandler Court and carries wings 
out by extending the slope of the front roof, with a front chimney driven up through the deep 
eaves. Most remarkable at Monon's house is the juxtaposition of steep roofs and brown shingle 
siding with oversized cylindrical columru. a dramatic combination reminiscent of some English 
Arts and Crafts design. Less flamboyant are simple renderings of shingled and weatherboarded 
houses at 1 19 and 201 Griffm Avenue. 
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The eclectic quaiity of the houses changes as one descends the paths that link Chandler 
Court with Ballard Lane and Pollard Park, down the he& to the south Built between 1929 
and 1940. many of these houses represent more literal rendering of 18th-century Chesapeake 
buildings. None is a direct copy, but the general composition. fenestration, chimney placement, 
and molding details are very close to those of surviving early Virginia buildings and of new 
structures being recreated in the same era by architects Perry, Shaw. and Hepbum and their 
Colonial W i s b u r g  succesmrs in the restoration zone several blocks to the northeast 

The 193 1 house Thomas T. Waterman designed and Morton built as rental property at 601 
Pollard Park toys with an early. relatively picmsque mode. breaking the composition into blocks 
with different heighu while unifying them with roofs of consistently steep pitch. The tenement 
has carefully rendend 18th-cennuy style Flemish bond brichw'ork with properly executed 
segmented window heads. wafer tabla and the like. The small-pane window sash and dormers 
would not look out of plaa on the Duke of Gloucestu Street Some of the romantic nature of 
this house is also seen in the frame cottage and tea room at 3 Pollard Park built by Mary 
Craighill and the addition designed by Watennan to Pollard's lesr Literal brick office at 140 
Chandler C o w  Slightly later and consciously more  served in personality are two frame 
Colonial Revival houses designed by Clarence W. Huff, Jr. on the south side of the ravine at 604 
and 608 Pollard Pah both with symmetrical main blocks. gable roofa and carefully nndered box 
comicw 

The development, of course, is not torally homogenou ?here u a small gambnl-roofed 
cottage (129 Chandler Cow) L i d y  rendered with late colonial Virginia 'kcails on the east path 
just south of Chrndhr Coun OM of the most romantic. non-literal elements is a house 
dramarically p l w d  on rhe Wde at the far sourheast corner at 600 Pollard Pak The laner is 
a T-shaped compoeitio11 with step intersecting roofs. archaic leaded windows irregular roofing 
slate, and En* hrming - all well~omposed elemenu in a Gothic cottage style that extends 
back to 191h-cenauy mhiDstunl revivab preceding mast of the orbu design g w a n  used 
throughout the developwnr 

The green spacu also create variety within the neighborhood Chandler COW u focused 
on a flat common lawn, roughly oval in &ape. and clearly designed with larger English and New 
England village greens in mind Pollard Park's lane, oa the other hand. loop around a relatively 
deep ravine with a smam and m a w  mu as well as smaller cultivated and wild plant species. 
This feature is cast in the image of olher natural and semi-nand landscapes associated with 
inter-war suburban development and rural landscape conservation (Riverside Drive in Richmond 
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and the National Park Service's Colonial Parkway are N o  regional expressions of the movement 
toward scenic plannmg). Most innovative for an American development. perhaps, is the sloping 
lawn connecting the two shared green spaces. This was, and remains, treated as a private yard 
that is accessible to pedestrians using brick-paved walks passing through i r  

Most of the buildings in the Chandler C o w  and Pollard Park Historic District are 
decidedly middle class houses, providing the space.? normally expected of their status: two or 
three entertaining areas and a kitchen on the first floor, a stairway either in the most public of 
these rooms or in a passage, bedtooms on rhe second floor, and bathrooms on one or botb floors. 
Modest provision for day servants is also presenL For example. 601 Pollard Park had a tiny 
servant's toilet with a 5'6" ceiling. and a similar accommodation u found in other houses such 
as 119 Chandler Court and 601 Wythe Lane. 

The people living in the disaict were not always homeowners. Morton built 601 Pollard 
Park as a house that would be rented presumably to college professors. and Pollard built 129 
Chandler Court as a small house intended for renters of modest means. In addition, 1 19 and 20 1 
Griffm were rented to a variety of families including some who would later build in the distnct 
Anhur and Carrie Williams built 706 Pollard Park to house themselvu on the first floor and 
roomers on the upper floor. M a r g a t  Ballard built 134 Chandler Coun and rented rooms to a 
College sorority and later built 1 Ballard Lane which was rented to faculty. Many of tbe houses 
-- including 207 ,Griffin Avenue, 131. 134. and 140 Chandler C o w  - were either built or 
remodeled later to include apamnents rented to W i  and M q  students. When Pollard's heirs 
sold the key lot linking Chandler Court and Pollard Park in 1941. tbe deed specified hat 
provided the building was designed to appear to be a single family residence, two families could ' . occupy the house. F i  diversity is perhaps best illustrated by Mary Craighill's effort to 
build a c o m ~ o n  of house and tea room at 3 Pollard Park. Both Pollard and Craighill 
intended that she could provide income sufficient for her to live in the neighborhood and to 
provide respectable dining facilities for roomers from 706 Pollard Park and elsewhere. 

. . Designs for h o w  in tbe neighborhood came from architau', conaactors. published 
plans. and possibly ownen' imagination. The familiarity of their appear= suggesu that most 

Arcbtect's plans survive (in owners' possession and in the T. T. W~atcman Collection. 
Rints and Photographs Division. Library of Congress) for 600, 601. and 604 Pollard Park, by 
Cappeimann. Clarence Wright Huff Jr.. and Thomas T. Waterman respectively. 
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of the designs for the Dutch Colonial houses were taken from published sources, often sold and 
illustrated in popular magazines. This is almost cenainly uue of 101, 121. 123. and 131 
Chandler Court and 207 Griffii Avenue. Pollard's papers at W i a m  and Mary include a 
collection of clipping and brochures depicting housing designs evidencing his interest in his 
source of ideas for building design. Other houses (e.g.. 134 Chandler COW 201 Griffm Avenue. 
and 610 Pollard Park) appear contractor-designed. 

The degree to which the various sources intersected is graphically illustrated by the 
original plaas and the house as built for J. R. Geiger at 123 Chandler Court (TW story is told 
based on the kstimony of the second-generation owner, the drawings, and the house itself.) Dr. 
Geiger begaa by hiring Richmond architect Charles M. Robinson So design a house resembling 
the somewhat larger Thad Hall home he admired on Richmond Road Robinson was then the 
chief architectural planner for William and Mary, and Geiger was a member of the faculty. 
Robinson produced U" = 1' elevatioas, plans. and a section, dated kbnury, 1928, showlng a 
two-story frame h o w  rendered in what was considered a neoclassical early American style. The 
Geigers found the proposal too costly, so they worked with contractor E T. David to reduce the 
size and complexity. Davis had earlier (1923) provided the p h  for and constructed a Dutch 
Colonial at 100 Chandler COW. Davis omitted Robinson's breakfast room and porch. and the 
kitchen was drawn into space the architect had conceived as entirely a dining room. Upstaus. 
four bedrooms were reduced to three. The arrangement of room and details of the stair as bullt 
have recognizable l i d  to tba Robiwon drawings, but the ouuide is remarkably differ en^ 
rendered as a story-and-a-half brick house with an extremely seep roof broken by a long 
monitor. Though modified beyond recognition by this procur. the outside nonetheless has a 
sawng stylistic character suggesting thar the client and builder refernd to published plans in 

developing a1-v~. 

The more l i d  Colonial Revival houses like 601 and 604 P O W  Park closely followed 
their architects' dmwings, bat r suxy told by Gladys Guy about the Gothic cottage she and 
William GUY built a! 600 Pollatd Park io 192911930 suggests that clients and buildeh commonly 
adjusted archirecu' propqsals. l l ~  Guys hired a r c h i ~ ~ a ~ ~ e I r n a n a  to design their house. and 
he responded with gnat sllrprise when they closely followed his plans without signif~ant Changes 

- - -  

I About 1930 Davis published a promotional bookkt called illustrations of Sixteen 
Buildii~s bv E. T. Davis. General Cona tor  (Norfolk n.d.) showcasing some of the middle class 
Williamsburg homes that he had built since establishing his f m  in 1920. 
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to what he proposed. 

Pollard's vision of an intimate landscaped suburb with pleasing architecture for owners 
and renten of 'relatively diverse means and circumstances was fulfffled. The Pollard Park and 
Chandler Court Historic District is a vital and important part of Williamsburg's non-colonial 
heritage. 
E. A. Chappeu 
.Mad 24. 1995 

25 dwellings and one lot owned by private individuals 
3 dwellings owned by The College of William and Mary 

The Court in Chandler Court 
The Brick Entrance Gate to Chandler Court 
The Park in Chandler Park 

100 Chandler Court (+ 1 5 1  - 39%) 
Building Name: now 
Tax Map N u m b  495-(01l-02-011.12 

' ' VDHR S w e y  Numbu: 137-393 
Current Owaa(s): Brooks. Job & Carol Ann 

Dwelling 
Cumnt w: Residential 
Resource level: Conmburing 
Construction Date: 1923 
Source of Datc: Deed and Pollard Papen 
Degne of Historic Integrity: 
Association Yes Design Ya Feeling Yes Location Yes 
Material Yes Setting Yes Workmanstup Yes 
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BRIEF ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPnON OF PRIMARY RESIDENCE 
This is a rectangular. 1.5-story, Colonial Revival dwelling. The main block has a gable roof, 
full width shed domen in the front and rear, and a fbay facade with a central enuance and 
side tights. The eave kicks up slightly over the door to create a hood that is supported by 
wood brackets. 'Ihen is an inside chimney. The! exterior is covered with weatherboard 
siding that is painted. The distinctive wooden board shunen include a diamond-shaped cutout 
and are hinged to be operable. Windows are double-hung 616 and casement. The roof is 
composition shingle. 

BRIEF ARCHTlXClURAL DESCRIPnON OF ADDlTIONSIALTERATIONS 
On the nonh side there is a 1-story hiproofed early wing with double-hung 6/6 windows On 
the south side there is a 2-story gable-roofed early addition with a shed dormer and a one- 
story flat-roofed screened porch beyond There is an inside chimney and a chimney in the 
rear. There is an 1-story addition in tbc rear of thc main block with a shed roof that is 
continuous with a 1.5-stoy additiw with a rounded roof. Additions are constructed of 
materials that are similar to the m a b  house. 

BRIEF ARCHlTECKIRAL DESCRIPTION OF SECONDARY RESOURCES 
Then is a wood frame garage with cedar  shingle.^ and an asphalt shingle hipped roof. The 
garage is coasaucted as a sin* building for two can: however, rhe nonh half belongs to 100 
Chandler Coun and the soutb half to 116 Chandler Coun 

101 Chandler Coun (a /34$) 
Building Name: none 
Tax Map Number: 49E(A)MM16 
VDHR S ~ e y  Numba: 137-394 
Cumnt Owoer(s): Andrews, David R 

GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION 
Dwelling 
C a n t  us: Residential 
Resource level: Conmbuting 
Estimated Consauction Date: about 1918 
Source of Date: Pollard Papen 
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Degree of Historic Integnty: 
Association Yes Design Yes Feeling Yes Location Yes 
Material Yes Setting Yes Workmanship Yes 

BRIEF ARCHlTECTURAL DESCRIPnON OF PRIMARY RESIDENCE 
This is a rectangular. 1.5-story, Dutch Colonial Revival dwelling with a gambrel roof, and a 
3-bay facade. There are full shed dormers in the front and the rear. The eave projects out 
from the front wall. creating a shallow full-width front overhang. Then is an end chimney 
on the north side. The exterior is covered with weatherboard siding that is painted. The 
older wooden shutters are movable louvered on the boK0m half and fixed louvered on the top 
half and are hinged to be operable, the newer shutters are fixed louver. Widows are double- 
hung 6/6 with a half round anic window on the south side. The roof is slate shingles. 

BRIEF A R C H l l T ~  DESCRIPnON OF ADDITIONSIALTERATION$ 
The original shed-roofed screened porch on the nonh side has been enclosed with tall 
casement windows; the enclosed porch is unheated. On the south end the original garage has 
been c o ~ e c t e d  to the house with a hyphen and made pan of the dwelling with a separate 
outside e n m c e .  Then is a chimney and the windows are double-hung 641 and casement 
There is a gabled addition at the back comer on the south end of the o r i p a l  garage. The 
rear porch has been enclosed 

116 Chandler C o u  
Building Name: The Morton House 
Tax Map Number: 49M01)-02-0111- 17 
VDHR Survey Number 137-395 
Current O m s ) :  Qllarles John & Beay 

GENERAL DESCRIPTIVE IMORMATION 
Dwelling 
Current use: Residential 
Resource level: Contributing 
Estimated Consvuction Date: 1923 
Source of Date: Deed and Pollard Papers 
Degree of Historic Integrity: 
Association Yes Design Yes Feeling Yes Location Yes 
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Material Yes Setting Yes Workmanship Yes 

BRIEF ARCWTECTURAL DESCRIPllON OF PRIMARY RESIDENCE 
This is a rectangular. 1.5-story. Colonial RevivaUAhP and Crafts dwelling with a longitudinal 
gable roof extended at both ends. There is a prominent chimney in the front and the front 
portico has a gable roof with an ellipucal ceiling, square posts, and lattice . It has a 
screened porch with large drum columns on the south end messed under the building roof 
with a half story above if and a chimney on the north end In the nar there is a one-story 
shed extension and a full shed dormer. The exterior is covered with cedu shingles that an 
unpainted The wooden vertical board shuaen are hinged to be operable. Windows irre 

double-hung 6/6, (with five 111 replacement windows on the fm floor) U4, and casement 
The roof is asphalt shingles. 

BRIEF ARCHlTECTURAL DESCRIPTION OF ADDlTIONSIALTERATIONS 
There is an early I-story shed addition on the nonh end that is consaucted of materials that 
are similar to the main house. The addition includw a chimney thru was built against the 
existing chimney on the north end. 

BRIEF ARCHlTECTURAL DESCRIPTION OF SECONDARY RESOURCES 
Then is a wocd frame garage with cedar shingles and an asphalt shin# hipped roof. The 
garage is consawted as a single building for two can. However. tbe nonh half belongs to 
100 Chandler Court and the south half to 116 Chandler. Corn 

119 Chandler Court 
Building Name: Ihs Swem Hotue 

j" a i  - 3910) 
Tax Map Number: 49WAW-014 
VDHR Surny N u m k  137.3% 
Cumem Owneds): The College of W i  and Mary 

RAL DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION 
Dwelling 
Cumnt use: Residential 
Resource level: Contributing 
Estimated Construction Date: 1923 
Source of Date: Deed book and Pollard Papen 
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Degree of Historic Integrity: 
Association Yes Design Yes Feeling Yes Location Yes 
Material Yes Setting Yes Workmanship Yes 

BRlEF ARCHITECTLRAL DESCRIPTION OF PRIMARY RESIDENCE 
This is a rectangular, 2.5-story. 5-bay, Georgian Revival dwelling with a gable roof and a 
cenual dormer with paired casement windows both in the front and the rear of the dwelling. 
There is a 1-story flat-roofed side porch with a squm picket raling and Roman Doric 
columns on the south side; the porch is accessed by a pair of French doors on the first level 
and the porch-roof is accessed by a single French door on the second level. The building has 
a symmetrical facade with a cennal door, side lighu, and a pedimented gable portico with 
Roman Doric columns. The exterior is covered with beaded weatherboard siding that is 
painted The wood shutters are movable louver on the bonom half and fixed louver on the 
top half and are hinged to be operable. Widows are double-hung 616 and casement The 
roof is asphalt shingles. 

BRIEF ARCIUTECTURAL DESCRIPTION OF ADDlTIONSlALTERATIONS 
The side porch has been screened Changes have been made to the rear of the building. A 
second-story sleeping porch in the southeast comer of the rear has been enclosed, a three- 
window bay has been added at the- ftrst level, and it appears that the enclosed room in the 
rear of the house on the fmt level was originally a screened porch. 

J21 Chandler Coua (11 137 - 347) 
Building Name: none 
Tax Map Numbu. 495-(02W005 
VDHR S w y  Numbu: 137-397 
Cumnt Owner(s): Geiger, Joseph R. II and Wendy 

GENERAL DESCRLPTlVE INFORMATION 
DweUing 
Current use: Residential 
Resource level: Contributing 
Estimated Cowtrucdon Date: 1924 
Source of Date: Deed and Pollard Papen 
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Degne of Historic Integrity: 
Association Yes Design Yes Feeling Yes Location Yes 
Material Yes Setting Yes Workmanship Yes 

BRIEF ARCHITECTURAL DESCRLVnON OF PRIMARY RESIDENCE 
This is a rectangular. 1.5-story, Dutch Colonial Revival dwelling with a gambrel roof that has 
an exaggeraud projecting eave. a symmetrical facade with central envy, a cantilevered 
perpendicular gable at the front entry and'a door surround with a cornice and dentils. There 
is a 1-story shed-roofed side porch with panelled Doric pilasten and a wood deck on a brick 
foundarion on the south side. 'There is shed mfed open porch in the rear at the nonh end. a 
rear shed dormer, an interior chimney. and a chimney centered on rbe south end with quarter 
round attic windows on either side of the chimney. The extuior is covered with 
weatherboard siding that is painted. The Exed louvered wooden shutters am hinged to be 
operable. Windows are double-hung 12/12, W1. 44, and casemenr The roof is asphalt 
shingle.% 

BRIEF ARCHlTECTURAJ. DESCIUFTION OF ADDITIONSJALTERATIONS 
The porch on the south side has been xnened 

rn tcolvr31-340) 
Building Name: The Geiger House 
Tax Map Numkr: 495-(02)-0@006 
VDHR Survey N u m b .  137-398 

' 

. Current O m s ) :  Geiger, Mary Keller (Life Estare) 

GENERAL DESCRtP??YE INFORMATION 
Dwelling 
Current LUG: Residential 
Resource level: Conaibuting 
Estimated Construction Date: 1928-29 
S o w  of Date: Tax Record.. consauction contract called for 

completion by December 10. 1928 
Degm of Hismric Integrity: 
Association Yes Design Yes Feeling Yes Location Yes 
Material Yes Sening Yes Workmanship Yes 
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BRIEF ARCHITECTURAL DESCRlPnON OF PRIMARY RESIDENCF 
This is a rectangular, 1.5 story, Colonial Revival dwelling with a very steep gable roof, a 
symmetrical facade with a central door. and a semicircular arched doorway. There is a gable- 
roofed portico with decorative latticework on the sides and a 1.5-story side bay. The exterior 
is Flemish-bond brick with vinyl horizontal siding on the shed dormer. Widows are double- 
hung 6/6 except for one 4 4  and one small arched window. The roof is slate shingles. 

BRIEF ARCHIIECTU'RAL DESCRPTION OF ADDITIONS/ALTERATION$ 
There is a rear I-story frame addition with an asphalt shingle gable roof and vinyl siding. 
The addition was built by Joe Terrell. a local builder. in 1963. 

129 Chandler Court (' \31 ?qq7 
Buildinn Name: The Chandler Path House 
Tax MG Number: 495-(02)-00-006A 
State S w e y  Number: 137-39#q 
Current Owner(s): Lawrence E. Hennessy Sr. and C a t h e ~ e  H. Hennessy 

GENERAL DESCRIF*IIVE INFORMATION 
Dwelling 
Current use: Residential 
Resource level: Conaibutiag 
Estimated Construction Dm: 1928 
Source of Dam: Tax Recorda 
Degree of Historic Integrity: 
Associadon Yea Design Yes Feeling Yes Location Yes 
Material Yes Setting Yes Workmanship Yes 

BRIEF ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPnON OF PIUMARY RESIDEWE 
This is a rectangular. 1.5-story, Virginia gambrel-roofed Colonial Revival dwelling with a 
symme'irical 3-bay facade and a cenval enuance. The exterior is covered wich beaded 
weatherboard siding that is painted and the dormen have beaded diagonal weatherboard 
siding. The wooden shutten have been removed. Widows an double-hung 919 and 916. 
The roof is slate shingles. 




















































































