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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

=UNALTERED XXORIGINAL SITE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED D A T L  

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL [IF KNOWN) PHYSLCALAPPEARANCE 

For the architectural  description of Washington's Headquarters, s e e  the included informa- 
t i o n  taken from HABS Data Sheet VA-696, prepared August, 1972 by project his torian,  
Wesley Ivan Shank. (see continuation sheet #2)  
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The following information on the architecture o f  washington's Headquarters is  ! 

quoted from HABS Data Form VA-696, prepared August, 1972 by Wesley Ivan Shank, 
Project Historian: i 

I 
. , 

5 .  Xotcs on o r i g i n a l  p l a  and cons t ruc t i on  05 bu i ld ing :  The I 
Su i ld ing  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  roons i n  an ezst-west Line. The . !  

vrestern room has  two of its t h r e e  e x t e r i o r  vralls of s t o n e  con- . , 

s t ruc- t ion ,  znd its i n t z r i o r  vrall is ol' h o r i z o n t a l  s iding b o a r d s .  
' 

resembling t hose  used 'on t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  r e s t  O f  t h e  Su i ld ing .  . -  1 .  
. , 

I n  add i t i on ,  t h e r e  is a v e r t i c a l  l i n e  o f r j o i n t s  i n  t h e  stone*tfork 
oP t h e  south  foundation w a l l  a d  i n  t:he no r th  m a l l  2s ~i re l l .  . ! 

. , 

fhesk f a c t s  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  west room zs ZI z d d i e n .  
The - c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  is of hewn l o g  cor .s t ruct ion 2nd con- .. 1 

t z i n s  t h e  f i r e p l z c e  a d  -the boxed-in s h i p ' s l z d d e r  g i v i n g  ~ 

- 

access  t o  the att ic.  Ynese f a c t s  s een  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  c e n t e r  
p o r t i o n  es t h e  first p o r t i o n  b u i l t .  Sowe-~~er,  t h e r e  is no l i n e  
of v e r t i d z l  j o i n t s  i n  t h e  stone~:ror6 o,r t h e  south  foundatLon v r s l l ,  
/m,. ne nor th  founi!atioc v;all is bzlo.;~ cra2e) .  ' 0- . 

i The no r th  w a l l  of t h e  st;ons z d d ~ . t l o n  t o  t h e  v:est is riot 0: 
- .  2tor.e c ~ z s t r u c t i o n .  ix is a v e r s <  with t h e  sarne s i d i n ~  user: 

i o:? ",:-,e esr-terior of t h e r e s t  o f  t h s  b u i l d i n g  an6 i t  is fiat -thic>: . ~ 

1 

i enough t o  be 02 st0r.e.. S h o r t  lenshs of f l oo rboz rds  ir? -'i.his 
room i n d i c a t e  f l o o r i n g  over  of 2. i n t e r i o r  ~rneans of a c c e s s  
t o  t h e  c e l l a r  under t h i s  room. The p re sen t  c e l l e r  a c c e s s  f r o n  

! t h e  e k t e r i o r  is, thereroore, a c h a ~ g o  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  3u i l6 ing .  
i 
1 I t  i s  tine v r r i t e r ' s  ' b e l i e f  t h a t  t:qz s t o n e v r a l l  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  

OZ t h e  b u i l d i n g  v r 2 s  rexo- ad when it ri2.s riecessary t o  cons t ruc t  
t h e  cel1z.r a cces s  f r o n  t h e  e x t e r i o r  because it vras t o o d i f f i c u l t  

1 f o r  t h e  b u i l d e r  t o  3 rov ide  a  l i n t e l  f o r  t h i s  c e l l z r  a cces s  t h e t  . , 

I 7~iould sup;jo-rt tine s tone  w a l l  z b o v ~ .  Yy t h i s  rsaaoning.  xp.2 n o r t h  
r r z l l  of t h e  a d d i t i o n  is presunzd t o  hzve. been o r  s tonee .  . . 

! 
i The e a s t  roan is i ike~ , , i s e  assumed t o  have been a i l  addikion,  

i 
i because of i t s  fiigferent m a t e r i a l s  of cons t rucf ion ,  because O F .  ! , 

ttie vl2y t ! ~ e  cen t s r  i s  b u i l t  ( ~ s  mentioned),  and b e c x ~ s e ~ t n e  
f l o o r  l e v e l  and c e i l i n g  l e v e l  13 inches  an3 1.1 i nches  lor:;es 
r e spec t ive lyo  since t h e  roof of t h e  i,ihole b u i l d i n g  is one con- i 

I 
I t inuous  gable   for^, t h e  lov,er c e i l i n g  i n  t h e e a s t  Toon e l lows  f o r  

i r,!gl-e hezdroom i n  t h e  a t t i c  above t h i s  roo%. . This a t t i c  i s  
f i n i s h e d  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  and f loored .  I 

! 

6 .  x o t e s  on l~zo7rn zl:,-r2-tiors a.;~'l a2clitio;..s, r r i th  d a t e s  and arch-  
itects: The e s r l y  z,dLtions hz-%re boen described i n  c ~ n n o c t i o n  
??it?, t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  a r ig ina l  str~,:?~rSs 

I 
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-- .. .~ . - - . . - A photosa3h &ted a t  t h e  eiiC of %he n ine t een th  cer,",u.~y 
sho7:rs the.  b u i l d i n g  w i t ' ?  novel ty  s i d i n g  i n  --place of  t h e  p r e s e n t  . . 

wooden s i d i n g  m d  v r i t i i  2 s toop i n  f r o n t  o f t h e  south  ent rznce ,  
I n  connection wi th  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  vrork planned by t h e  c i t y  
i n  1908, mention v r 2 s  made of . reno-~ing t h e  weatherboards ( i .  e., 
t h e  nove l ty  s i d i n g )  =d r ep l ac ing  them vrith p lank as o r i g i n a l l y  
covered t h e . l o g s ,  r ep lkc ing  t h e  s o l i d  s h u t t e r s  t h a t  had pre-  
v ious ly  been on the v~indo-as, an2 renoving t h e  o l d .  ki-tchen. The 
k i t chen  was n o t  ob-qious on t h e  o l d  photograph; it must have 
been on t h e  n o r t h  o r  e ~ s t  of t h e  bui ld ing,  1.Tention-is z l s o  . . - 
made of s t one  from an o l d  chimney, b u t  it is n o t s e i d  i f  t h i s  

, . v r a s  z chimney i n  t h e  k i t chen  t h i t  v i z s  t o  be removed o r  i f  it 
vras a p a r t  of t h e  b u l l d i n g  p r e s e n t l y  s tanding.  Tvro pos s i -  
b i l i t i e s  e x i s t :  Ynzt t h e  presen'. : ireplace v r a s  r e b u i l t ,  o r  
t h a t  t h e r e  v r i s  zt~otke: f i r e p l ~ c e ,  vrihich mas removed. I f  t h e  
l a t t e r  be t h e  case ;  it is poss ib l e  t h a t  it vras 1oca.ted a t  t h e  . 
nor th  v r a l l  of t h e  s torbs addi t ion .  (Qua r l e s ,  J-Iones, 9. 138): 
It a r a s  z l s o  mentioned t h a t  t'ne Board appointed by t h e  c i t y  
t o  be r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  con-. . , 

s ~ l t e d  w i t h  " h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h i t e c t s , "  bu t  t h e i r  nzmes a r e  no t  
nentioned;and it is ~ssumed. t h a t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  v:ere p u r e l y  

' 

oP a n  i n f o r i n d  and a.dvisory nzture .  (Qua r l e s ,  !ones, p. 138) . - . 
- When t h e  c i t y - m a s  cons ider ing  u r c h ' a s e  of t h e  p roper ty ,  

t h e  C i t y  S o l i c i t o r  kou5ted if t h e  c i t y  c o i n c i l  .ha.d t h e  auynor i ty  

; 
t o  purchese proper+ .for t h e  purpose of p r e s e r v i n g  2 h i s t o r i c  

. bu i ld ing .  Jie s t k t e d  t h t t  t h e  c i t y  had a u t h o r i t ~ r  on ly  t o  hoId 
r e a l  e s t a t e  f o r  Che "aecessary  pub l i c  pu rposes , " and  he sug- 

. g e s t e 6  t'nat t h e  viay t o  g e t  zro,;?C t h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  v:ould .be by . , 

nz?cing a park  a t  t h e  s i t e ,  ~;r?iic:? presumbl j r  t h z  c i t y  d i d  have. . . . - : ~p.2  a u t i ~ o r i t y  t o  do. (Z.:er.ir.,rr S t z r ,  "A Busy Fzeeting.. .") 
. . ~ 

~ - . . ~. .. , .~.. ~ ~ -. ~ ~. . ~ 

Deta i led  Doscr io t ion  of E>:terior. - 
1. Condit ion of f zS r i c :  . . -. ~ q q d , -  

j . - 2 .  Overa l l  dimensions: 16  f e e t  n l c2  z t  the- srest end; 51 f e e t  I 

. . I & inches  a t  t h e  south  s ide .  The south  s i d e  dimensions a r e  ! 
Rade u? 2s f o l l o ~ ; ~ s :  19 f e e t  0  inches  i s  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  s-tone 
vial1 zt t h 2  west en3 nr" t h e  soilkh vrall; 13Ceet c)& inches  is . . 

t h e  l e n z t h  of t h e  sLding of t h e  c e z t e r  po r t i on ,  fronl i t s  west 
L 7 

I 
I 

end t o  -the po in t  vihsrs bne b o t t o z  of t h e  s i d t n g  s t e p s  do;vn; 
19 f e e t  1 inch is t h e  l eng th  of t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of  t h e  s i d i n g ,  I 
frorr. t h e  s t e p  mentiozed above t o  t h e  sou theas t  corner  of -the 

. . 
bui ld ing.  The d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  sou th  ~211:  correspond roughly 
t o  t h e  ler&hs of t h s  t h r e e  roots yrithir,. .i . . i 
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~ . . . ~~~. : - ~ .  .~~ ~ .. . . . - j . .  . 
2 .  h'urcber of bays: K o t  appl icable .  . . .- , .- I 
4. Stories: 

Gne,plus an a t t i c  above t'ne e a s t  roo? and a c e ~ l z r - u n d e r  t h e  
I 

v e s t  room. i 
i 

5. Layout, shzpe: Rectangle. i 
. i 

. . . . . . 8 .  

I 
i 

5. Foxmdations; Rubble l imestone. fi'nsre is a v e r t i c a l  j o i n t  - I 

t h e  f u l l  he igh t  of t h e  -foundation ;.lalLs vihere , t h 2  founda t ion  of ~ 1 
t h e  vrest room jo in s  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  Sui ld ing.  There is  no ver -  . 1 .  
t i c a l  continuous j o i n t  vrhefe the fou?dztiot? -of t h a  e a s t .  room I~ . i . ~ . a  

co:lfiects t o  tha.t  of the c e n t e r  roon 2% t h e  s o u t h  Wall-  The Cam- -. . . ,  
! 

?arable connect$on et t h e  nor th  wzll is n o t  v i s i b l e  because . .... t h e  ~ ! 

grad2 l e v e l  is 2% t h e  t o g  of the 7tzI.1. 1 .  
j 

7 ,  ::,'a:l &r.str';c2ion, f i ~ i r h  2nd co lor :  The viest and s o u t h  . ! 
~ ! i z l l s  of t h e  v r e ~ t  roan a'wr%%ble ;lz?stona t;iith c ' r e ~ s e *  quoins , 
at t h e  e x t e r i o r  corners  alld a - k  t h t  e e s t  end of t h e  South s t o n e  
vial1 isrhere i - t  j o in s  t h e  c e n t e r  roox, The rema.ining e x t e r i o r  I 

i 
v;zlls a r e s u r f a c e d  in planks  of oris i n c h . n e t  ~ ' ~ ~ c ? ? R = s s  n ~ i l e d  

i -to f u r r i n g  s t r i p s .  The planks rcr, :".orizon"L.lly 2nd a r e  shzped ' . I 
! 

~ ~ ; i t l l  t h e  upger and lower edges cu? ~t about a bs-degree zngle  
I I ! ir ,  order t o  nalte 3 -~~ . te r - t i@;n t  hor izc~ l l t a l  l a p  j o i n t -  The l o t ~ ~ e r  

I j 
e6zes of t h e  p lanks  are beaded. The ~ 1 ~ n k s  a r e  wider  a t  t h e  solA?~ . 

- v i z l l ,  2bout 12 inches ,  t h a n  z% t h e  other t t i r O  v l . l z l l s , .  and are I 
, r;%zir,eC a  dark broy;,m co lor .  i 

~ ~ 

! 
~ ~~. . 

~ . ~ . - . . - - ~ - -~ . - .~ ~~ A- 

8 ,  ~ t r u ~ t b i l  system, framing: S ince  t h e  e x t e r i o r  sidii-rg f a c e  ! 
1 extended. 017t beyond t h e  f ~ c e  of t h e  foundztion,  znd s i n c e  t h e  
! s i d i n g  v1a.s placed on fu.rr . ing.strip;,  it vizs p o s s i b l e  t o  1003 up 

under t h e  open lovier edge of -[:his s i d i n g  arid s e e  t h e  l o g  con- I 
s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  v; . i a l l s  beneath. The c e n t e r  por t ion 'o f  t h e  bu i ld -  

1 i n g  2s const ructed  of hewn logs ,  and t h e  e a s t  room is cons t ruc t ed  , 
of rcund lags .  The f l o o r  f r a m ~ n g  of t h e  west room is l o g s  about  i 
7 ' 5 0  S inches  i n  diameter ,  f l ~ . t t e n e d  on t h e  upper s i d e ,  znfi p l aced  
st 27 inches  on cen t e r s .  The f l o o r  framing of t h e  c e n t e r  roox . 

i z  3 by 6 j o i s t s ,  s h w s ,  appearing t o  5e  rnz te r ia l  i n s t a l l e d  i n  
t h e  1903 r e s t o r a t i o n .  The f l o o r  f r an ing  of %he e a s t  rooa  -:!as 
not  v i s i b l e .  The roof frz.ming of t h s  c e n t e r  ~ x d  e a s t  ? a r t s  
=as j o i s t s  s e t  a t  about t n o  f e e t  on c e n t e r s  znd of m a t e r i a l  
zbout 3 inches  squa.re, zccording t o  appezrance. I.;easuren.snts 
were no t  t aken  here .  

9.  Porches. s t oops ,  bulkhezds, e t c :  Eons. C e l l a r  z cces s  s t a i r  
i n  ha-tchxay a c c e s s i b l e  fron:'the! e x t e r i o r  hzs s t o n e  vrzl ls  tittit 
do no t  bond wi th  t h e  foundz-tion vralls. . .  . . . . . ~ . .~ . , . ~. I 
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10. Chimneys: S r i c k  f o r  t h e  f i r e p l a c e ,  gz lvanized s t e e l  f o r  t h e  - 
viarm-air f6rnace. 

~ ~~ . . .  
11. Doorvrays and doors: -The nor th  doors a r e  v e r t i c a l  p lanks  wi th  
b z t t e n s  on t h e  i n t e r i o r :  E?e center-room door is one inch  t h i c k ;  ~ ~ - :  
3k inches  wide and 68 inches  high; t h e ' e a s t  roo= door is s i m i -  
l a r  i n  cons t ruc t i on  a.xd is 32 inches  vride.and 772 i n c h e s   high.^. 

- T h e  t,:ro doors on t h e  south  vrall have di3gonal  boards  on t h e  
e x t e r i o r ,  but  t h e i r  i n t e r i o r s  resemble t h e  n o r t h  doors. 

- .  . . . ~ 

12. ~iindovr; and s 'm t t e r s :  The Ixro vrindovrs i n  t h e  s t o n e  vralls a r k  I~ 
s n amad  by s tone  l i n t e l s .  I n  tine - cen t e r  and t h e  e a s t  rooms, t h e  . ' 

-iiint?ows a r e  sash ,  6/6.  I n  t h e  vrest rooin t h e r e  a r e  9 / 6  s a s h .  i n  . ~ . .  

t h e  ~PIO s t o n e  ~1~11s m d  a s m e l l  c2semen-t vrindow i n  t h e  vrcloden 
vrall  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e .  A t  a l l  -trindov~s ' t h e r e a r e  s o l i d  shut te l -s  
.o f  v e r t i c a l  bozrds vrith ho r i zon ta l  b a t t e n s ,  mounted wi th  strz2 
h inges -on  p i n t l e s .  . .  

13. Xoof s h a ~ e ,  covering: The roof is one s i n 2 l e  gzb le  i n  shape 
and is covered wi th  , ~ 2 y  slz?.es. 

. . .  
. . 

I&. ~ o i - n i c e ,  ez-fes: There is on ly -a  s l i g h t  p r o ~ e c t i o n  zt t h e  - .  . : 
e a - ~ s s ,  which Ere Zormed by z s ino l e ,  vrooden noldirig vrhose i"orm, .. 7 Irom t h e  t o p  S w m ,  is an ovolo, f l l l e t ,  and cav t t t to ;  i, e. .. 
E c o w e x  CUT:FE?, z narro.;J fiat bznd~, and a conca-:e curve.  

15. Dormers, Cupplss, Tovers: Rone. 

- .  . .- bz,lcd Descr io t ion  oT i y t e r i o r  u .2 .:. - , 
1. F loo r  y lans :  The first f l o o r  c o n s i s t s  s i s p l y  o f  t h r e e  rooms 
i n  l i ne ,  on 2.n e~st-i . :est  ax i s .  T h e  f l o o r  of tile viest room i s  
13".Liavier t h ~ n  t h a t  or- t h e  c e n t e r  room, and t h e  f l o o r  0: t h e  
e z s t  roox is  19' 1 ~ : e r .  The f i rep ia t i e  is cen te re?  on . the e a s t  I 

sail 02 the c e n t e r  room. ' ! 

There is zn z t - t i c  space 2bo;re t h e  e z s t  rooz ,  and t h e r e  is I 

:nore headroom i n  t h i s  p a r t  oz t h e  2 . t t ic  -t?;an elseT~ri?ers  baczuse . . ! . . 
_L1 ,,.ce c e ~ l l n g  O F  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  e a s t  room is  3 1  i a c h e s  lo;,ier t h a n  
A ,  cne center-room c e i l i n g .  i 

I 
.~ .. I 

Titere i s  a c e l l =  e;ccas.zted under thev::est room, an2 i t s  1 
sl)ace connects crith t h e  s:?allmr excavate& space uniier .the c e n t e r  i 
roo% because t h e r e  i s  no s tone  foundation under t h e  erest w a l l  of 
t h e  c e n t e r  room. The c e i l z r  has  a d i r t  r l oo r .  I 
2. S-tair:.;zys: There is a very s t e e p  ship's l a d d e r  enclosed ~ t ,  ' 

. . 
- .  b , ~ e  soxkh s i d e  of t h e  Zirepla.ce i$&' q,q~pjJgr-hr&ponn The ships 
ledder  iscendh =bout s i x  l e e t ,  theiA%ere a r e  normal t r e a d s .  t h a t  
co:nplete tile s tairviay t o  t h e  aJ i t i c ,  

i 
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i 
3.  Flooring:  I n  t h e  \ jest  and c e n t e r  roozs  t h e  f l o o r i n g  is  random ' 

i 
.j 

width p ine  planks,  123 inches  a t  t h e  widest  and f i t t i n g  t i g h t l y .  1 
i n  t h e  e a s t  roon t h e  f l o o r i n g  is s i c l l e r  p ine  boards,  but  t hey  - I 

! 
a r e  of uniform rr idth here ,  about 8 3/b inch&, 2nd do not f i t  ! 
z s  vrell. A 1 1  Ere n z i l e 6 ,  wi th  t h e  n z i l  he&s q u i t e  v i s i b l e .  . . j 
4. ';!all znd c e i l i n g  finish:..:center room: P l i . s t e r  vrzlls vrith 2 .I 
36-inch nigh  rainsc cot o f l33 - inch  ?;ride boards runn ing  hor izon-  I 

t a l l y  and baa.ded, There - is  a r ec t zngu la r  c23 iirolding, molded 
a t  t h e  lo.;;er s l d e  ofily. The c e i l i n g  i s  of pla?lcs, 13$ in .c i~es  . . i 
v:ide vrith besded edges, s t a i n e d  bro:.rn. ~ The wzinscot  1s. p z i n t e d  . - i 

brown. There is no -,rainscot on t h e  S i r ep l ace  vtz. l l .  
~ . .  Vies? room: P l a s t e r  :.:ails, beaded plank c e i l i n g  l i k e  t h e  

- t h e  roon, hov~evar,  is cen-ter roon, p i n t e d :  The eas t  .::all of  
formed ol" hor rzon td .  planks,  l i ; ~  those  on t h e  e x t e r i o r . . o f  t h e  . 
bui ld ing ,  pz inte2 .  Chzir  ra i l .  

E a s k  room: PlzsCer  v r a l l s ,  c h a t r  rzil .  C e i l i n g  is forngd  . .. . . . - 
' - of t h e  f l o o r  p l z n k s ~  of t h e  a.t.ttic zbo~re,  supported on f l o o r  

i b e a r n ~ k ~ a c e d  zbout  40 inches  e ~ a r t .  :.lost of t h e  b e m s  a r e  zbout  - i 
.5& inches  s q u z e ,  -but  some a r e  r e c t z n g u l z r  i n c r a s s  s e c t i o n .  i 

Atfic O~PJ cad mrn : Em.&s a d  &&%;r on w 4  d mi/;+ i 

5. Uoor$:ays. and doors: The door 3etyreen t h e  c e n t e r  2nd v e s t  rooms . I  , 
? is t h r e e  v a r t i c z l  p lanks ,  3/!'inci..es t h i c k ,  w i th  t v ? O  h o r i z o n t ~ l  

5z:ktens. Door 2nd erindo,rr t r rn  is f lzt  wi th  an o u t e r  molding. ) 
1 

t ~. I 
I 

6, Speci7_1 deco ra t i ve  f e a t u r e s ,  trirri, 2nd ca.binet work: The bese-  I 

f S o ~ r d s ,  ~ ; r h i c b / ~ e  - found i n  t h e  e z s t  znd west robms, hzire a bead : . ~  ~ ~ 

I 
1 I 

a t  t h e  to;, corner  sad a r e  ahout 6 inches  high. I ~ I  t h e  viest room ! 
E * 
I is  a. psg r z i l  an  t h e  south  cral l  behinc? tP.e door,  and t h e r e  . . : . ~. ' 
i is evidence of f i v e  pegs hzv.ving bssn  fzs tened  i n t o  i t .  T h e r e  ~ r e  i 
i deep r e v e a l s  faced wi th  ~ ~ o o d  2 t -thc$;iindovrs~ of t h e  e a s t .  znci west - !  

i 
rnon;.. T:rs .:,indo.rrs ir, t3.2 c e n t e r  roon  re s e t  nea r  ;.he i p - t e r i o r  I 

! 
i face  O F  5%; yra.11. T>e f i r e p l a c e  n?:-.%nl~iec?.:.is S ~ E C J ~ P  - -! a? V I O O ~ ;  , 
i t h e  f i r e > l a c e  i t s g l f  i s  now plas.t&red, 2nd t h e  h e z r t h  1s o r  

-5siri te~ 'brick, 
i 

I I 
I 

i 7. I'4otzblc ]?2r$<;.iare: S t r a p  hinges  f o r  most 0l" the doors.  Somz I 
j I.- ~ , n  -. th~t:512'tches. 1 

I 
8. !:echznical equipcent:  Ro?ern forcec-irrarm-air f u rnace ,  e l ec -  
t r i c  v ~ i r l n g ,  t o i l e t  i n  c e l l a r .  - .  
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SL-te znd s;.~rroundin,.;s: 
. . 

General s e t t i n g :  The long s i d s o l l  -the bu i ld ing  f a c e  no r th  and 
south. The bu i ld ing  is  at t h e  nort'nezst corner  of Cork S t .  
(vrhich runs  e a s t  and rvest) and South Braddock S t r ee t . '  

. - H i s t o r i c  landsczpe design: None. The bu i ld ing  is at  t h e  sou-th- 
vest; co rne r  of t:?e s i t e ,  and t h e  r e s t  of  -the s l t e  has  been devoted 
.,. 
I,O a par?<. I n  t h e  p C k  is- a n o n ~ 3 e n t  of z srnall cannon mounted 
on a s tone  p e d e s t r l ,  on 1;lhich t h e r e  is a plzque i n s c r i b e d  a s  
fo l l ov~s :  "This monLqent mar lcs  t h e  t r a i l  talcen 'by t h e  zr~ily. of 
General 3raddoc!i, vrhich l e f t  Alejrzndria !,-yril 9 ,  1755, t o  . 
defend .the. western  f r o n t i e r  zgz in s t  t h e  French and Ind i ans . "  - . . . .  

There a r e  sever& outcroppings 009 l imestone on t h e  s i t e ,  
and t h e  c e n t e r  and e a s t  po r t i ons  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  b u i l t  . . over  
some of t h e s e  outcro2pings. . . . . .  

. . 

Outbuildings: None. 
. . . . 

. . Prepzred by: . . . . ~. . . 
. . .  ' 

'/!eslegr .... I v a n  Sh2d<, p r o j e c t :  h i s to r ia r l ,  August 19720 '- 
... ... . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . . . . . - ~ . ~ 

. . 
- - :  . . . . .  . . . . . .  . . . .  . . .  . . .  -- ~. . . - . . . . . .  . . - . - . . -. . . 

. . .  . . . . . .  . . - .. . . .  . . . . . . . .  - - 
. . .  . . 

~. . . . 

. . . . . . . . . - . . . . .: . - . . ... . . . . 

- 
. . . . 

.. . . 



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD. AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANDJUSTIFY BELOW , ' 

-PREHISTORIC ~ C H E U L U G Y - P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNIN PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

-1400-1499 4RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE . . 
. -1500-.I599 A G R I C U L T U R E  , , -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE . . -SCULPTURE 

-1600- 1699 .XARCHITECTURE -EOUCATION X M I L I ~ R Y  -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

Kii00 1799 ART -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

~.1800-18rt3 -COhlMERCE -EXPLORATIONISETlLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-1 900- -COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICYGOVERNMENT LOTHER ISPECIMI 

_INVENTION H i s t o r i c  Preserva- 
t i o n  

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER~ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The d i s t i n c t i v e  log  and s t o n e  bu i ld ing  commonly known as  Washington's Headquarters i s  one 
of the  o l d e s t  bui ld ings  i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  most n o r t h e r l y  c i t y  and has come t o  be regarded a s  
a  sjmbol r ep resen t ing  Winchester 's connections wi th  t h e  French and Ind ian  War. The 
c e n t e r  po r t ion  o f  t h e  house was most l i k e l y  s tanding i n  1764 when Thomas Rutherford was 
recorded a s  l i v i n g  on l o t  1 2  of t h e  James Wood Addition, t h e  l o t  on which t h e  e x i s t i n g  
housn s tands .  P e r s i s t e n t  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n  has it t h a t  t h e  c e n t e r  po r t ion ,  o f  hewn plank 
cons t ruc t ion ,  was occupied by George Washington as  an o f f i c e  dur ing  t h e  yea r s  1749-1752 
while  he was employed a s  a  surveyor f o r  Thomas Lord Fa i r f ax .  An e q u a l l y  s t rong  t r a d i t i o n  
i s  t h a t  Washington used t h e  bu i ld ing  a s  a  headquarters  i n  1756-1757 whi l e  supervis ing  tne  
cons t ruc t ion  of F o r t  Loudoun, l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  nor th  edge of t h e  se t t l emen t .  Young Colonel 
Washington was d i r e c t e d  t o  b u i l d  t h i s  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  a s  p a r t  of a  p ro jec ted  cha in  of 
defense works guarding t h e  f r o n t i e r  aga ins t  t he  French and Indians  fol lowing t h e  de fea t  
of General Braddock. 

These t r a d i t i o n s  prompted t h e  c i t y  t o  purchase t h e  bu i ld ing  i n  1908 i n  o r d e r  t o  preserve 
i t  as  an h i s t o r i c  sh r ine .  Subsequen t resea rch  has s h o w n t h a t  i t  is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  Washing- 
ton  would have occupied a  bu i ld ing  i n  Winchester while  surveying f o r  Lord Fa i r f ax .  Win- 
chesker  h i s t o r i a n  Garland R. Quarles ,  however, po in t s  ou t  i n  h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  George Wash- 
i ~ t o n  and Winchester, V i r g i n i a  1748-1758 t h a t i t  i s  reasonable t o  assume t h a t  Washington - 
could have used t h e  bui ld ing  a s  h i s  m i l i t a r y  headquarters .  I n  suppor t  of the  t r a d i t i o n ,  
Q ~ a r l e s  s t a t e s  s e v e r a l  f a c t s  showing t h a t  i t s  l o c a t i o n  would have been geographica l ly  
i d e a l  f o r  such a use. "(1) There was a  war p r i sone r s '  s tockade c a l l e d  ' F o r t  George' o n  ' I  

t he  h i l l  back of t h e  Braddock St reePChurch;  (2) t h e  d r i l l  ground w a s o n  t h e  l e v e l  a rea  
I: 

nor th  of t h e  headquarters;  ( 3 )  Colonel Washington l i v e d  i n  q u a r t e r s  'on t h e  s i t e  of the  
Kurt2 bui ld ing  which-he r en ted  from William Cock; ( 4 )  t he  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  was on Loudoun , i  
S t r e e t  south o f  the  Rurtz house." ii 
M 

' 1  
ine pxrchase oE t h e  bu i ld ing  by t h e  c i t y  of Winchester r ep resen t s  an e a r l y  i n t e r e s t  of n 
small  mi ln i r ipa l i ty  becoming involved i n  h i s t o r i c  preser-rat ion.  It a l s o  i s  evidence of t h e  1 
i n t ense  pa t r io t i sm engendered by any s i t e  a s soc ia t ed  wizh George Washington during t h e  i 
l a t e  n ine teen th  century  and e a r l y  twen t i e th  century .  While Washington's connections with ' 
t he  home  canr.ot be documented, the  venerable  s t r u c t u r e  remains an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f o c a l  j 
poinc r ep resen t ing  Winchester 's  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  a s  we l l  a s  Washington's a c t i v i t i e s  i n  1 
t he  area .  Since i t s  a c q u i s i t i o n  by t h e  c i t y ,  t he  bui ld ing  has housed-a  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  
rnirseuni. I 1 

I 

The picturesquk dwelling acquired i t s  a l t e r n a t e  name--the Ada? Kurtz House--when Thomas 
Rutherford s o l d  i t  t o  t h a t  ind iv idua l  i n  1778. Adam Kurtz served as  a  member of Captain 
Daniel Morgan's Company of Riflemen a t  Quebec, Canada, i n  1775-1776, and was taken 
pr isoner .  The house remained i n  t h e  family u n t i l  i t  was purchased by t h e  c i t y .  It was 
the  Kurtz familq t h a t  was l a r g e l y  r e spons ib le  f o r  mainta in ing  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  house 

(see  con t inua t ion  s h e e t  #8) 
I 
I 
1 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

was used by Washington as a surveying office-. The origin of the Cradition that 
the house served as Washington's headquarters is uncertain. 

In addition to its historical associations, the Kurtz House is significant archi- 
tecturally as an example of Valley vernacular building, particularly as an early 
example of a non-agrarian form. It is not known when the original core received 
its stone and log additions. The stone section is likely of eighteenth-century 
origin whereas the log section appears to be of early nineteenth-century construc- 
t ion. I 
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V i rg in ia  ' r t i s tor ic  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  

i - 
OHGANIZATION DATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Connnission November, 1975 
STREET& N U M B E R  TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  804-786-3143 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

R~chmond V i r g i n i a  I - 
i  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCEOFTHIS PROPERN WITHINTHE STATE IS- 

NATIONAL- STATEX LOCAL 2- 
I -- 

I As the destgnated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 

herebv norn nate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated according t o  the 
I 
1 criteria and ~rocedures  set forth by the National Park Service. 
i 
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