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STATE:

Virginia

COUNTY:

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTHY NUMBER DATE

N A“E.. TEER ; e ::’f'\' 5 R

s - R T

COMMON:

Handley Library

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Handley Library

|2. LOCATION BT e e A e bieay

STREET AND NUMBER:

NW corner of Braddock St. and Piccadilly St.

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

copE |COUNTY: coDE

e Virginia 45 _Winchester (in cit.) 840
[3. CLASSIFICATION : e e o

CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Chock One) OWNERSHIP STATUS TD THE PUBLIC

District [] Building Public K |Public Acquisition: Occupied ] Yes:

Site [] Structere [ |Private O In Process [C] |Unoccupied O Restricted [R
Obiect [ Both =| Being Considered )| Prl!inrwlien work Unrastricted []
nprogress ]| No: O

FPRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural  [T] Government 1 Park = Transportation O Comments |3
Commercial 1 Industrial [C]  Private Residence () Other (Specify) []
Educational Military O Religious 0
Entertoinment [_] Museum (| Scientific O
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY i e 5 g
OWNERS NAME:
The Handley Board of Trustees
STREET AND NUMBER:
Braddock and Piccadilly Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE < '_':
Winchester Virginia 45 E >
[7TLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION T S 15 "
CDUE?“H‘;I.;;E_,_;‘_EGISTRV OF DEEDS, ETC: F.’..
Corporation Court, City Hall -
STREET AND NUMBER
CiTY OR TOWN: STATE CODE = g
Winchester Virginia 45 -—%SE
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: g ;
[z . REPRESENTATION [N EXISTING SURVEYS iPbw
TITLE OF SURVEY: r;g
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report #133-28 o
bATE oF sunrveY: 1969 Federal [7] State County [ Local [ m
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ; -
o
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission g =
STREET AND NUMBER: Sl
w
Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building m |G
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE Iim
o
v}
Richmond Virginia 45 | p|E
m




L DESCRIPTION - - - 07 0

CONDITION (Check One)
Excellent Good [ Fair (] Deteriorated [} Ruins 3 Unexposed J
(Check One) (Check One)
INTEGRIT
Y Altersd [] Unalrered Moved [ Qriginal Site [

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This stone Beaux-Arts library consists of a tall central dome over an
octagonal base with a three arched-entrance porch below diagonally facing
the traffic intersection. Two wings fronted by porches with Ionic colonnad
flank the dome and entrance and follow the line of the two streets to the
north and west. Above both colonnades are ballustrading and steep single-
pitched roofs pierced by oval dormer lights. The ends of the wings are
accented by slightly projecting pavilions consisting of arched windows
flanked by pilasters with figures and a shield in heavy relief above.
Swags and panels of fruit, also in heavy relief, occur occasionally around
windows and doors but are dominated by the heavy-handed classicism of

the dome, columns and pillasters. The rear of the ell-shaped building

is brick with the stacks partially filling up the area behind the dome.

The interior is centered on the three-story dome room with its colored
glass inner dome, now covered by a temporary wooden floor due to its
deterioration. This area serves as the reception and check-out area and
library offices flank the room on the first and second levels. The book
stacks, located directly opposite the entranceway, congist of five levels
with glass floors to take advantage of the window light. The two wings
are used as reading rooms and feature projecting wooden-paneled chimney
walls. The basement area under the stacks has a small auditorium with a
stage., . '
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD {Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre.Columbion [ 16th Century [ 18th Century [ 20th Century
15th Century [ 17%h Century [ 19%h Century [

SFECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable end Known) L3L1J

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

s/Aborigingl <t 1S Bdueafion B T E Politleal U U T Ursbod ' Plaridfng - [

Prehistorlec O Engineering 0. . Religion/Phi« Othar (Specity) *' 0O
Historte 0 Industry 1 losophy a
Agriculture (] Invention O Scisnce ()
Art Landscape Sculpture a

Commaerce O Architecturs [ ‘Social/Human-

Communications [ Literature (] Itarian O
Conservation (| “Militory a Theater O
Music (] Transportation [}

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The Handley Library was a gift to the city of Winchester from Judge
Jokz Bzndley, who althoush bera in Ireland, was a resident of Scraatom,
Pennsylvania. Judge Handley greatly admired Virginia and its style of
life. With only several brief visits to Winchester he came to identify
with the town and its Scotch-Irish heritage. In his will he left money
for the erection of a great library "for the free use of the people of
the city of Winchester.' Although Handley died in 1895, the library -
was not begun until 1908. The architects for the building were J.
Stewart Barney and Henry Otis Chapman of New York,

Completed in 1913, the library is one of the outstanding examples of
Beaux-Arts design in Virginia with its monumental French classicism
performed in a sophisticated manner. The building was remarkably
advanced for its time with its fine facilities and fireproof construction,
It is important to Winchester in its domination of a well-traveled
intersection and its contrast with the smaller 19th Century domestic
and commercial architecture of the area.




‘MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES. -0 =

O'Neal, William B., Architecture in Virginia; An Official Guide to Four
Centuries of Building in the 0ld Dominion. New York: Walker and Company,
Inc., 1968.

Cartmell, T. K., Shenandoah Valley Pioneers and their Descendants; A History

of Frederick County, Virginia. Berryville, Va,! Chesapeake Book Company,
1963.

10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COQRDINATES 0 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY , DEFINING THE CEMTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
NRRREE - | ‘OF LESTITHAN ONE ACRE
CORNERI LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minvtes Seconds | Degress Minutes Seconds
Nw o [} » [.] ) L] 1] [} » - 1] L]
NE °'|. o "\l sy I" L“___q;“ Wy ' -.IA\ T 1__-.'.'.“1-.
SE Q L] » -] [] =
Sw Q L} [ -1 ' L3
LIST ALl 5TATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: - CODE | COUNTY._ \, coDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: . CODE
STATE: CODE ] COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Co ot T bt sl 28, 71969

STREET AND NUMBER:

RBoom 1116, Ninth Street State foice Bullding

Richmond

CITY OGR TOWN: STATE CODE

SNOIL3NHLSNI

TATE LIAISON OFFICER CER SERTIEICAT IO

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
leve] of significance of this nomination is:
National [} State [ Local [0

I heteby certify that thim property is included in the
National Register.

Chiet, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

Name

ATTEST:

Dr. ard P, Alexander Eh
Title VirginYa Histor chgnSmér airmggssion

Keepor of Theﬁaﬂona! Register

Date Date
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U.S.G.S. 15' quadrangle(Scale: 1162500)
Winchester, Va. (1947)
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