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DESCnlsE T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l G l N A L  ( I f  known) P M Y S I C A L  n P P E n i l n ~ c ~  -- 

Rowman's Fo l ly  i s  s i t u a t e d  on an a r t i f i c i a l  mound which General John 
Cropper, J u n i o r ,  had b u i l t  s o  t h a t  the house would have an impressive 
l o c a t i o s ,  whether looking from the house o r  toward i t  from t h e  water .  
The two and-a-half s t o r y ,  gable roof main block of Roman's  Fo l ly  
combines wi th  i t s  one and-a-half  s t o r y  e a s t e r n  wings and outbui ld ings  
t o  form a n  extremely f i n e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  group. The house f e a t u r e s  
Flemish bond b r i c k  ends ,  each wi th  an i n t e r i o r  end chimney. The frame 
f r o n t s  on t h e  no r th  and south  d i s p l a y  f i n e  p rov inc ia l  d e t a i l i n g  i n  the  
co rn ice  wi th  i t s  d e n t i l s  and mod i l l i ons ,  the  second s t o r y ,  c e n t r a l  
Pa l l ad ian  window, the  f i v e  pedimented dormers wi th  t h e i r  arched 
openings, and the  pedimented entranceway porch which f e a t u r e s  a smal le r  
v e r s i o n  of t h e  roof co rn ice  r e s t i n g  d i r e c t l y  on s l ende r  Doric columns. 
The o l d  frame k i t c h e n  has  been connected t o  the  main bu i ld ing  by a low 
hyphen and a l a t e r  frame wing. 

The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  house f e a t u r e s  a c e n t r a l  h a l l  p lan  wi th  two rooms 
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  These con ta in  paneled dadoes c o n s i s t i n g  of narrow 
v e r t i c a l  i n s e t s ,  s imple c h a i r  r a i l s  and c o r n i c e s ,  and mantels us ing  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  reeding i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
panel  and p i l a s t e r s  of  t h e  framings. 

The ou tbu i ld ings  inc lude  a frame dovecote r a i s e d  on simple p o s t s ,  and 
a frame p r ivy  complete wi th  two small windows a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  
entranceway, and r a i s e d  w a l l  panel ing  on the  i n t e r i o r .  
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I B u i l t  circa 1815 by G e n e r a l  John C r o p p e r ,  J u n i o r  (1755-1821),  t h e  
p r e s e n t  Bowman's F o l l y  r e p l a c e s  a n  e a r l i e r  d w e l l i n g  which burned.  The 

1 l and  o r i g i n a l l y  had been p a t e n t e d  by C a p t a i n  Edmund Bownan i n  1664,  and 
i passed  t o  John Cropper  who had m a r r i e d  Borrman's d a u g h t e r .  John Cropper ,  
I J u n i o r ,  was b o r n  a t  Bowman's F o l l y  i n  1755. He s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Revo lu t ion  

! under George Washington a t  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Brandywine and was a l s o  a  
: member o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  House o f  D e l e g a t e s ,  1784-92, and t h e  V i r g i n i a  
i S e n a t e ,  1813-15. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Bowman's F o l l y  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  example of t h e  
p r o v i n c i a l i s m ,  used h e r e  on a  g rand  s c a l e ,  which o c c u r s  on t h e  E a s t e r n  
Shore  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  s t y l i s t i c  f e a t u r e s .  The dormers  and P a l l a d i a n  
window g r e a t l y  enhance t h e  frame and b r i c k  form t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  Shore ,  
and t h e  o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  p r i v y ,  are e x t r e m e l y  f i n e .  
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J .  B.  L i p ? i n c o t t  Company, 1915.  i m i t e l a w ,  P a l p h  I.. V i r g i n i a ' s  E a s t e r n  S h o r e ,  CLoircesrer ,  ~ l a s s a c h u s c r r s :  
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; t h e  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  . . . w i t h  H i s t o r i c a l  Pap f r s ,  Richmond: 
! 1891, p p .  273-316. 
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