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1. Name

historic Edmund Bayly House

and/or common Hermitage {preferred)

2. Location

street & number Route 615 — _ not for publication
) First
city, town Craddockville X vicinity of congressional district (Paul S. Trible, Jr.)
state Virginia code 51 county Accomack code (o1
- - -

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
— district —_ public *x occupied —— agriculture —— museum
_X building(s) _X_ private — unaccupied —_tommercial — park
— structure —— both : — _ work in progress -— educational X__ private residence
— _ site Public Acquisition Accessible .. entertainment _—. religious
— object —.— In process —X_yes: restricted - government —.— scientific

__... being considered — yes: unrestricted — __industrial — transportation

—__ DO _ - military ~— other:

4. Owner of Property

Mrs. Charles B. Mountcastle

name
street & number Box 202
city, town Belle Haven vicinity of state Virginia 23306

5. Location of Legal Description

Accomack County Courthouse

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number

city, town  Accomac state Virginia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys () (sce continuation sheet #1

(1) Historic American Buildings
title Survey _ has this property been determined elegible? __yes ___ no

date 1240 _%_federal ___ state ——.county ___ local

depository for survey records Library of Congress

city, town Washington




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X_ excellent —— deteriorated ___ unaitered X _original site
—__good —__ruins _X _ altered —__moved date
- fair — .. Unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

The Hermitage, an Accomack County residence, is located on the east bank of Craddock
Creek off Route 615, about eighteen miles south of Accomac. Built in two stages between
1769 and 1787, the single-pile, gable-roofed house has a weatherboarded wood-frame core
of five bays with brick ends. The ends and semi-exterior chimneys are executed in Flemish-
bonded brick with a stepped-brick water table, also in Flemish bond. Chevrons in glazed
headers mark the gables. Early 20th-century photographs show a small, one-story hyphen
that served to connect the main house to a one~story kitchen. The hyphen was removed in
the 1930s.

The front (east) elevation contains the main entrance which consists of a paneled
door framed within a simply executed architrave. The entry is sheltered by a gabled porch,
a 20th-century replacement of a larger Victorian-style bracketed, shed-roofed porch. A
rear entrance retains its original door and architrave surrcund. A 20th-century screened
gable-roofed porch shelters the rear entry. A side entrance is located on the south eleva-
tion. Fenestration consists of 9/9 hung sash within three-part architraves flanked by
louvred shutters. Original gabled dormers have &/6 hung-sash windows. A modillioned cor-
nice embellishes the east and west elevations. The cornice terminates in a fancy scrolled
endboard.

As originally built, the Hermitage consisted of a side-hall plan that comprised the
three northernmost bays of the present structure. Following the Revolution, a two-bay,
double-pile section was added to the south of the main entrance resulting in the present
central-hall plan. The addition is slightly wider than the earlier portion, resulting in a
broken rear elevation. - The hall is dominated by the main open-well, open-string stair that
has a paneled spandrel, walnut turned balusters, a molded handrail, and a turned newel.

A wainscot follows: the stair and embellishes the remaining walls.

The north parlor . is the most. elaborate room in the house. The focal point is the
chimney piece that consists of a crossetted architrave topped by a dentiled mantel shelf
with a crossette-framed overmantel. A distinctive touch is the carved, violin-like scrolls
in the blocks of the frieze. The chimney piece is flanked by two built-in wall cupboards
with crossetted architrave surrounds and glazed doors. A heavy cornice with two tiers of
dentils runs the perimeter of the room. A paneled pedestal-type wainscot is found on the
remaining walls. The windows are framed by three-part architraves. The dining room is less
formal and has a Federal-style mantel set within a partially paneled wall. The remaining
portion of the wall is plastered and has a paneled wainscot that also ornaments the remain-
ing walls. Behind the dining room iz a room now used as a modern kitchen. It is possible
that all the first-floor woodwork dates from the time the house was enlarged, as it is of
similar character. BAll doors are framed by three-part architraves. The second-floor
chambers are undistinguished.

The early kitchen outbuilding is located scuth of the main house. The building was

extensively renovated for usé as a guest house. A paneled chimney has been retained. A
small addition is connected to the rear of the kitchen. Behind the kitchen is a small early

storage shed with two doors.

The house's setting on Craddock Creek remains essentially unchanged from the time the
building was erected in the 18th century. The frontage to the house is still farmed.
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