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Erected in the first half of the eighteenth century, the Mason
House stands today as one of Virginia's finest surviving examples of
Jacobean-Georgian transitional architecture. A three-bay, story-and-a-
half farmhouse with a center-passage plan, the building remains essentially
unaltered with the exception of some early-nineteenth-century interior
changes and the addition of a simple, late-nineteenth-century frame wing.

The house's unusual brickwork treatment is unparalleled else-
where in the State. The foundations are laid in English -bond and rise
approximately two feet above grade to a double offset Flemish-bond water-
table. On the gable ends, the masonry continues in roughly-executed
Flemish bond to the second~floor level where it jg interrupted by an offset
string course. Above the string course the brickwork continuesagain in
Flemish bond but with the use of randomly placed glazed headers. The
corners of the gable ends are accented by unornamented brick pilasters
creating a panel effect. The doorway cut into the north gable end wall is
early, but not original.

Like the gable ends, the front and rear walls are accented not
only by corner pilasters, but alsoc by raised brickwork around the window
and door archittaves and along the cornice lines. The two pilasters
defining the east doorway possess very simple molded brick capitals. The
placement of these vertical divisions across the face of the building
visually breaks up the east and west walls of the structure into definite
groups of four recessed brick panels. Within each of these panels, the
mason worked a diaper pattern with glazed headers forming a double lozenge
design. This example of the combined use of brick paneling with diaper
work is unique in Virginia colonial buildings, although it was relatively
common in seventeenth-century English buildings.

. The doors and twelve-over-twelve, four-light-wide window sash
appear to date from certain early-nineteenth-century alterations. While
the house does not have a full basement, evidence exists that the building
may have possessed excavated root cellars in front of the first-floor
hearths. The roof line of the Mason House is a steep gable interrupted by
three gable-roofed dormer windows on the east side and two dormers on the
west, separated by the modern addition of the late-nineteenth-century frame
wing. ' , _
Although the interiors of the Mason House have been damaged
from past misuse and are at present used for the storage of livestock feeds,
the house nonetheless retains a number of significant interior architecturall
details. 0f particular note is the closed-string, center-passage stair
with its symmetrically turned balusters supported on a vigorously molded
pulvinated frieze. At the corners of the landings and termination of the
stair are plain unturned newels with flat caps and applied half balusters.
Although the original mantels have been removed, a single Federal- perxodcf
mantel featuring shallow panels and applied squared pilasters remains in
the first-floor south room. The second-floor ceiling retains exposed \~
beaded ceiling joists. Despite some deterioration, all the floors are the
criginal random-width pine' boards.
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The diminutive Mason House is an important and rare exampl
of Jacobean-to-Georgian transitional architecture combining distinctive
architectural elements associated with several periods and traditionms.

The house's brick-paneled frount and rear walls are unique in Virginia and
make its bays appear as i1f they have been framed with pilasters. - This
was a common treatment for more elaborate seventeenth-century brick build-
ings in England, but it was rarely used in the colonies. The glazed-
header diaper work in the panels relates the house to vernacular tradition
while its balanced fenestration and center-passage plan is derived from th
classical tradition usually associated with Georgian period architecture.
The tramsitional nature of the house is also evident on the interior.

Such seventeenth-century features as a closed-string stair with
symmetrically-turned balusters are juxtaposed with more classically
inspired elements as a pulvinated frieze. The exposed, beaded ceiling
joists also are features associated with seventeenth-century buildings.

Purchased in 1673 from Daniel and Anne Jenifer by Richard
Hinnaman, the land on which the Mason House stands was divided in 1721 °
between Hinnaman's soms John, Bayly and Argill. John Hinnaman inherited
the western eight hundred acres of his father's land which included the
site of the present house. In 1722 John sold his interest in his father'
land to William Andrews. The Andrews family retained the land until it
was sold again in the last quarter of the eighteenth  century. Despite
its numerous archaic features, the house was probably not built until
after William Andrews acquired the land in 1722.
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