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P i t t s  Neck, on t h e  Eas tern  Shore of  V i rg in i a ,  l i e s  amidst t h e  f l a t ,  open farmlands of 
Accomack County, near  t h e  confluence of the  Pocomoke River  with t h e  Chesapeake Bay. The 
dwelling house, the  only  surv iv ing  e a r l y  bu i ld ing  on t h e  farm, c o n s i s t s  of  two p r i n c i p a l  
sec t ions- -a  s i n g l e - c e l l ,  s tory-and-a-half  frame s t r u c t u r e  and a  l a r g e ,  trio-story b r i c k  
block (now pain ted  l i g h t  green)  which i s  somewhat newer. The two were connected by a  
frame hyphen which was enlarged i n  recent  years  t o  extend t o  t h e  depth of  t h e  main block 
and cont inue  as  a  l ean - to  across  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  smal le r  wing. 

The two-bay wing, probably b u i l t  around t h e  beginning o f  the  e jgh teen th  century ,  s i t s  on 
a  b r i ck  basement and has a  foo t - th i ck ,  Flemish-bond b r i ck  gable  end wi th  a  s tepped v a t e r  
t a b l e ,  a  two-course b e l t  course  a t  eaves l e v e l ,  and a  crowning T-shaped chimney s t ack .  
A c e l l a r  door wi th  a  selmental  head i s  t h e  on ly  opening i n  t h i s  ertd wal l .  On the  e a s t  
wal l ,  now s h e l t e r e d  by t h e  modern lean- to ,  i s  the  former e x t e r i o r  door. The s t e e p l y  
pi tched gable  roof i s  covered wi th  a spha l t  slli.ngles. Modern asbes tos  s h i n g l e s  shcatli  the  
s i d e s ,  and t h e  ear ly-n ine teenth-century ,  s ix-over-s ix  sashes  a r e  f lanked by model-n lotlvcred 
metal  b l inds ,  as  a r e  a l l  of the  o t h e r  windows of  t h e  house. 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h i s  e a r l y  wing has been heav i ly  a l f e r e d .  Its wa l l s  a r e  now e n t i r e l y  
covered with modern s t r i p  panel ing ,  which conceals  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  and gable  end s t a i r s  
and consequently prevents  access  t o  t h e  l o f t .  

The two-story main block i s  about 25 t o  30 yea r s  younger than i t s  wing. Five bays on the  
f r o n t  (west) and four  on the  r e a r ,  i t  i s  b u i l t  of  b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond above and 
below t h e  beveled v a t e r  t a b l e ,  w i th  glazed headers  once v i s i b l e  above it .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
a  rubbed-brick b e l t  cour se  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  house a t  second-floor l e v e l ,  and put log 
holes  remain i n  t h e  r e a r  wal l .  A l l  o f  t h e  windows have rubbed-brick jack arches and 
mndern nine-over-nine sa sh  except  f o r  t h e  southern  f i r s t - f l o o r  r.~indow on t h e  r e a r  facade, 
r ~ h i c h  has twelve-over-six sash.  This window wi th  i t s  poorly cons t ruc ted  jack arch ,  bears  
evi.dence of  having been c rea t ed  o r  en larged  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century .  The decora- 

! 
! t i v e  h i g h l i g h t  of  t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  t h e  f r o n t  doorway. Broad, p l a i n  p i l a s t e r s  support  a  

shal low pediment of  molded br ick .  The whole frames a  wide, f l a t  surround with a  jaclc 
! arch  d i s t ingu i shed  by a  s c r o l l e d  s o f f i t ,  one of  on ly  two examples of  t h a t  t reatment  known 

t o  su rv ive  i n  Vi rg in i a .  The main block is surmounted by a  shal low gable  roo f ,  which 
I 

formerly had a  mod i l l i on  co rn ice ,  and by two i n t e r i ~ o r  end chimneys wi th  houndstooth neck- 
ing  suggest ing t h a t  they  were r e b u i l t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century .  

The p lan  of t h e  main b locc  c o n s i s t s  of a  c e n t r a l  passage d iv id ing  a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  northern 
p a r l o r  from two southern  rooms wi th  corner  f i r e p l a c e s  and u ~ e q v a l  dimensions. It has bee11 
a l t e r e d  s l i g h t l y ,  but  the  o r i g i n a l  arrangement i s  c l e a r .  The present  s t a i r ,  an e a r l y  n ine-  
teenth-century f e a t u r e  with a  square  newel and b a l u s t e r s ,  r i s e s  i n  t h e  passage. This i s  
not  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n ,  a s  is ind ica t ed  by t h e  f u l l - h e i g h t  r a i s e d  panel ing ,  wi th  i t s  
e l a b o r a t e  asymmetrical c h a i r  r a i l  and heavy molded co rn ice ,  which shea ths  t h e  passage. 
The panels  do n o t  break a t  t h e  s t a i r  t r e a d s ,  but  pass  behind them. Under t h e  s t a i r  may 
be seen a  c losed  doorway ( r e t a i n i n g  i t s  o r i g i n a l  brown p a i n t )  i n t o  t h e  smal l  sou theas t  
room. It i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  s t a i r  once r o s e  i n  t h e  sou theas t  room, which i s  undecorated. 
I n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century ,  i t  was moved t o  the  passage. This r e s u l t e d  i n  the door 
from t h e  passage be ing  c losed  and a  new doorway being c rea t ed  from the  southwest room i n t o  
t h e  o l d  s t a i r  h a l l .  I t  was a t  t h a t  time. t h a t  a  f i r e p l a c e  was probably b u i l t  i n  the south-  
e a s t  room, t h e  s t a c k s  reworked, and a  window c r c a t e d  t o  l i g h "  t h e  room which had previously 
been lit  froin t h e  upper l e v e l .  

(See con t inua t ion  shee t  8 2 )  



F v a  No 1 (I-300a 
(Rev \a-741 

U N I T E D S T A T E S  L)EPAKTMENTOF 1.1-IE I N l ~ E I < I O K  FOR NPS USE ONLY 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

> NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED 

- CONTI NUATION SHEET 2 ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1 \ 

I n  t h e  southwest room, t h e  corner  f i r e p l a c e  i s  decorated by an e l a b o r a t e  chimney b r e a s t  : 
c a n s i s t i n g ,  over  t h e  f i r ebox ,  of  t h r e e  t a l l  r a i s e d  p ~ n e l s  over  a  s i n g l e  ho r i zon ta l  one. I 
Pa r t  of the  a r c h i t r a v e  surround was c u t  o u t  and a  Georgian Revival mantel was i n s e r t e d  ; 
l a t e  i n  the  n ine teen th  century.  To t h e  l e f t  of t h e  f i r ebox ,  two extremely t a l l  and 
a t t enua ted  r a i s e d  panels  extend down t o  t h e  asymmetrical c h a i r  r a i l .  Raised-panel wain- 
sco t ing  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  o t h e r  wa l l s  of t h e  room. The window r e v e a l s  a r e  paneled, 1 
and t h e r e  i s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  s i n g l e  panel under each window opening. ! 

Unfor tunate ly ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  and reputedly t h e  f i n e s t  room a t  P i t t s  Neck, t h e  n o r t h  pp r lo r ,  , 
was s t r i p p e d  of i t s  woodwork by an ant ique  d e a l e r  i n  1923. The end windows o f  t h a t  room 
were blocked by bookcases i n  the  n ine teen th  century ,  and these  a r e  a l s o  gone. 

.: 
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l%e P i t t s  Neck dwell ing house i n  Acco;nack County surv ives  as a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  
example of  a  V i rg in i a  p l a n t a t i o n  house of  t h e  e a r l y  e igh teen th  century.  Chief among t h e  
f e a t u r e s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  s c r o l l e d  s o f f i t  of i t s  molded 
b r i ck  doorway. l h i s  type of  decora t ive  device was widely used i n  England, but  exaniples 
a r c  exceedingly r a r e  i n  America. Tnat on P i t t s  Neck i s  one of on ly  two known t o  have 
surviv:!d i n  Virg in ia .  The door:jay, along with o t h e r  brickwork d e t a i l s ,  f i n e  i n t e r i o r  
panel ing,  and an e a r l i e r  wing wi th  a T-sliaped chimney combine t o  make P i t t s  Neck an impor- 
t a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  document. I t s  s e v e r a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  have not  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i l u t e d  t h e  
b u i l d i n g ' s  i n t e g r i t y  as  a  landrnerk. 

Now i s o l a t e d ,  P i t t s  Neck p l a n t a t i o n  was once a  scene o f  b u s t l i n g  a c t i v i t y .  A tobacco 
warehouse was opera ted  by the  P i t t  family i n  t h e  e a r l y  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  a t  a  landing  
on t h e  Pocomoke River,  w i th in  s i g h t  of the  present  house. As  l a t e  as  1926, the  Chesa- 
peake Bay steamer r e g u l a r l y  s topped a t  the  r i v e r  landing .  

The 3,000-acre t r a c t  which inc ludes  t h e  present  P i t t s  Neck Farm was f i r s t  g ranted  t o  
Robert P i t t  I1 (d. 1670) i n  1663, p a r t i a l l y  as  h r a d r i g h t s  f o r  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of twenty 
persons to  Vi rg in i a .  It  remained i n  t h e  family f o r  170 years ;  among i t s  P i t t  owners were 
Robert ZV (d. 1756),  who probably b u i l t  t h e  main p a r t  of t h e  presftnt house, and h i s  son 
John P i t t  I1 (d. 1779), a  surgeon i n  t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  Vi rg in i a  S t a t e  Navy. Ann P i t t  
Beard Hall  f i n a l l y  s o l d  t h e  then  170-acre p l a n t a t i o n  i n  1834 t o  Thomas H. Joynes. 

Joynes conveyed t h e  house t o  Thoras 14. Hargis i n  1852, and s i x t e e n  years  l a t e r ,  Hargis '  
executors  s o l d  i t  t o  James H. F l e t che r .  F l e t c h e r ' s  daugh te r , Ju l i a  W. F l e t c h e r ,  who in-  
h e r i t e d  t h e  proper ty  i n  1896, s o l d  i t  t o  Se th  E. B e l l ,  a  tenant  i n  t h e  house, i n  1902. 
Dell  l e f t  i t  t o  t h e  present  otnler, h i s  son Harry F. Be l l ,  i n  1925. M r .  Bell  has been 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  house a t  P i t t s  Neck s i n c e  1890. 
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