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(Check One) 

George C a r r i n g t o n  Mason d e s c r i b e d  S t .  ~ e o r g e  's Church i n  i ts o r i g i n a l  
form a s  "one o f  t h e  q u a i n t e s t  and most i n t e r e s t i n g  c o l o n i a l  church  
b u i l d i n g s  i n  V i r g i n i a . "  I ts o r i g i n a l  appearance  is known through a n  
1819 drawing by Reverend James W a l l i s  Eastburn.  The drawing,  which 
appeared  as a f r o n t i s p i e c e  f o r  a volume o f  ~ a s t b u r n ' s  poems, was 
d e s c r i b e d  by Mason as fo l lows :  

E x c e l l e n t  o Good ,; Fair Deteriaroted 0 Ruins  n Unexposmd 
CONDITION 

Pongoteague Church was b u i l t  i n  t h e  form o f  a L a t i n  
c r o s s  and had a s e m i c i r c u l a r  a p s e ,  w i t h  a c o n i c a l  t o p ,  a t  t h e  
e a s t  end.  Perhaps  t h e  most d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  i t s  
d e s i g n  was a  hipped gambrel r o o f ,  end ing  i n  a  g a b l e  i n  
way o f  t h e  apse .  The two wings forming t h e  t r a n s e p t  
were  o f  e q u a l  l e n g t h  and t h e  chance l  and nave s l i g h t l y  
l o n g e r ,  and t h i s  shape ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h a t  o f  
t h e  rounded a p s e ,  brought  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e  i r r e v e r e n t  
nickname o f  "The Ace o f  Clubs Church." 

(Check  One) 

Altered 

Because o f  heavy damage s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  o n l y  remaining 
o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  S t .  ~ e o r g e ' s  Church a r e  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  w a l l s ,  
and t h e  end bays o f  t h e  e a s t  and wes t  w a l l s .  During t h e  r e n o v a t i o n  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  war ,  t h e  nave and chance l  were t o r n  down, and t h e  l e f t -  
o v e r  b r i c k s  were  used t o  c l o s e  up t h e  openings  between t h e  wings o r  
t r a n s e p t s ;  t h e  e x i s t i n g  n o r t h  and s o u t h  w a l l s  are t h e  ends o f  t h e  
t r a n s e p t s .  Although t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  has  been d i s f i g u r e d  by t h e  c l o s i n g  
up o f  t h e  s e m i c i r c u l a r  a rched  opening o v e r  t h e  door ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

' b r i ckwork  o f  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  r anks  among t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  examples 
of c o l o n i a l  Flemish bond i n  t h e  coun t ry .  The c l e a r  b l u e s  o f  t h e  g l a z e d  
h e a d e r s  c o n t r a s t  s t r o n g l y  w i t h  t h e  r i c h  r e d s  o f  t h e  s t r e t c h e r s  a n d '  t h e  
rubbed c o r n e r  b r i c k s .  The much patched and r e p a i r e d  s e c t i o n s  o f  o r i g i n a l  
b r ickwork  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  church  are a l s o  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond b u t  
w i t h  random g l a z i n g .  The b r i c k  below t h e  b e v e l l e d  w a t e r  t a b l e  i s  l a i d  i n  

, .  
unglazed  Flemish bond. 

(Check One) 

n Moved Original Sit* 

The church  is  now covered by a  pedimented g a b l e  roof  w i t h  a s i m p l e  b e l f r y .  
The pediment ,  c o r n i c e ,  windows, and a l l  o t h e r  wood t r i m  d a t e  from t h e  
p o s t - C i v i l  War r e n o v a t i o n  and are i n  a s imple  Greek Revival  s t y l e .  The 
d imens ions  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  form o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  57'-3" n o r t h - t o - s o u t h ,  
and 25'-3" e a s t - t o - w e s t .  A modern, o n e - s t o r y  c o l o n i a l - s t y l e  p a r i s h  h a l l  
s t a n d s  t o  t h e  east o f  t h e  church.  The bury ing  ground t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
o f  t h e  church  c o n t a i n s  s t o n e s  b e a r i n g  t h e  names o f  many prominent  E a s t e r n  
Shore  f a m i l i e s ,  b u t  none o f  t h e  s t o n e s  a p p e a r  t o  b e  c o l o n i a l .  

D E S C R I B E  f H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (If known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  
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T A T  EMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

S t .  George 's  Church w a s  known as Pungoteague Church u n t i l  1800 when t h e  
name was changed t o  conform w i t h  S t .  George 's  P a r i s h ,  c r e a t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  
lower p o r t i o n  o f  Accomack P a r i s h  i n  1762. The d a t e  o f  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t ,  though now much a l t e r e d ,  church has  been t h e  s u b j e c t  of c o n t r o v e r s  
i t  i s  thought  t o  have been b u i l t  i n  1738, r e p l a c i n g  perhaps  two e a r l i e r  
s t r u c t u r e s  on, o r  n e a r ,  t h e  s i t e .  An Accomack County Court  e n t r y  f o r  
October 3 ,  1738, s t a t e s  t h a t  "An Assignment of a l l  Tobacco &c t o  be l e v i e d  
f o r  Bui ld ing  of Pungoteague Church From John Snead Gentleman t o  W i l l i a m  
Andrews was proved i n  t h e  Court  by t h e  o a t h  o f  P e t e r  Bodwin a  Witness  t h e r e  
and Admitted t o  Record. " 

As o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  S t .  ~ e o r g e ' s  Church was a most unusual  and p i c t u r e s q u e  
L a t i n  c ross - shaped  s t r u c t u r e .  I t  con t inued  i n  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e  through 
t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  was abandoned d u r i n g  t h e  War o f  1812. Res to red  
t o , u s e  s e v e n , y e a r s  l a t e r , ,  i t  served i t s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  u n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War, 
when ~ k d e i a l  t roops  d e s e c r a t e d  t h e  chu ich .  They used t h e  main p a r t  o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  a  s t a b l e ,  and r a i d e d  one o f  t h e  wings f o r  b r i c k s ,  t o  
b u i l d  a cook house.  Fol lowing t h e  war,  S t .  George's  s t o o d  as a r o o f l e s s  
r u i n  u n t i l  1880, when p a r t s  o f  t h e  t r a n s e p t s  were renova ted  t o  serve as 
t h e  main body o f  t h e  church.  I n  1905, some of  t h e  o l d e r  p a r i s h i o n e r s  
made d e p o s t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  United S t a t e s  Court  of Claims i n  a sui,t t o  ... r l  

s e c u r e  damages f o r  t h e  d e s e c r a t i o n .  

Although o n l y  a s m a l l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  s u r v i v e s ,  t h e  
l a r g e l y  i n t a c t  s o u t h  w a l l  s t a n d s  a s  one o f  t h e  most b e a u t i f u l  and p e r f e c t  
p a n e l s  o f  c o l o n i a l  Flemish bond w i t h  g lazed  headers  i n  t h e  coun t ry .  S t .  
~ e o r g e ' s  i s  one o f  on ly  two c o l o n i a l  churches  remaining on ~ i r g i n i a ' s  
E a s t e r n  Shore. As a r e l i c  on a  s i t e  h e l d  s a c r e d  s i n c e  t h e  mid-seventeenth  
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  church  is  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l i g i o u s  landmark. 
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M a s o n ,  G e o r g e  C a r r i n g t o n ,  C o l o n i a l  C h u r c h e s  of T i d e w a t e r ,  V i r g i n i a .  
R i c h m o n d  : 1945. - 

~ a w l i n ~ s ,  J a m e s  Sco t t ,  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  C o l o n i a l  C h u r c h e s  : An A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
G u i d e .  R i c h m o n d  : 1963. - 

R o s e ,  H a r o l d  W i c k l i f f e ,  The C o l o n i a l  H o u s e s  of Worship i n  A m e r i c a .  New - 
Y o r k :  1963. - 
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