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t swags, urns, flower baskets, and classical figures,

Wharton Place stands in an isolated location at the end of a meck
on the ocean side of the Eastern Shore.
are surrounded by broad, flat fields andlﬁne woods, and just to the north
are the marshes of Assawaman Creeck. From the roof of the house can be ob-
tained a broad prospect of the coastal wetlands, Wallops Island, and the
distant occan, -

Wharton Place's front or east yard is informally planted with shadel
trees and shrubbery. On the west side is a somewhat formal flower garden
with boxwood borders. Located in a corner of the garden is a cemectery
containing the graves of John Wharton and his wife. On the house's north
side are various frame outbuildings, among which is an early smokehouse.

The house itself is a two-story rectangular structure divided into
five bays on ecach front and covered by a deck-on-hip roof. Projecting
from the roof are two interior chimneys, and surrounding its base is a deep
cornice ornamented with pairs of brackets. All four walls are laid in
very even Flemish bond with thin white mortar joints, and are in good repairh
ALl the windows in the house, including the basement windows, are topped
with white marble splayed flat arches; marble is also used for the east and
west entrances, and for the treads of the steps on each front. Unornamented
whitewashed wooden panels are located between the first and second floor

windows on all four sides. The small pane sashes on the second floor were
removed in the late nineteenth century and replaced with two-over-two sash.
The original sashes were located during the 1945 renovation, however, and
returned to their former positions. Also during the renovation, a
Victorian-style one-story front porch was removed from the east front. The
handsome frontispieces of the east and west doors are nearly identical, and
feature a pediment with open tympanum supported on half-round columns.
Extending into each tympanum is a lunette ornamented with tracery of a simple
but unusual pattern, consisting of segments of circles. Projecting from
the house's north side is a one-story kitchen and service wing. Because

of the similar brickwork, this wing appears to be an original feature of the
present house and not an earlier structure.

Whartor Place's interiors, embelliished with the present owner's
fine collection of antiques, are surely among the most beautiful in the
state. The first flcor plan consists of two small, uneven size rooms with
a large stair hall between them on the east side, and two larger uneven size
rooms on the west. The handsome stair, with turned balusters, molded hand-
rail, and intricate scrolled and carved end bracket, ascends around an open
well to the attic. The small office to the south of the stair hall, and
the larger room on the north, have simple, but pleasingly proportioned
Federal-style woodwork. The southwest and northwest chambers, on the other
hand, give a feeling of superb richness. The mantels in both rooms are
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embellished with a variety of Wellford composition ernaments such as garlandg,‘

Also, both mantels are
lired with King of Prussia marble. Wellford ornaments are likewise
employed in the paneled wainscoting and in the cornices over the dcors.
‘ceilings in both rooms are decorated with simple geometrical designs in the
plaster. Furthermore, the baseboards are marbleized and the doors are
grained and have painted inlay. It should be noted that until the house was
acquired by the present owner, the interior retained its original paint; and
during the renovation all the original colors were faithfully reproduced.
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The plan of the second floor is similar to the first floor except
tnat a narrow hall divides the southwest and nortiiwest chambers. The second
floor trim is also less elaborate than that on the first, although the two
signed Wellford mantels are located there, Both these mantels, like the
ones in the rooms below them, are decorated with swags, urns, garlands,
flower baskets, and classical figures. The plainly evident signatures are
located just below the central figures in each example.

The areaunder the roof contains two windowless bedrooms. The roof
deck is reached by a very steep stair ascending from the third floor hali.
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STATEMENT OF 3IGNIFICANCE

Wharton Place was built by John Wharton (1762-1811), a prosperous mari-
time merchant and native of Accomack County. The exact construction date '
has not been established, but it is balieved that the house was put up with+
in a few years after Wharton purchased the surrounding 164 acre tract from
William II. Beavans in 1798. Wharton made his new home the headquarters
for his various business interests, and maintained a landing for his ships
on Assawaman Creek, within sight of the house.

Wharton apparently was quite successful in his various ventures, for
he spared little expense in obtaining the finest materials and best work-
manship for his residence, With its graceful exterior proportions, its
lavish use of marble trims and its rich interior woodwork and plaster deco-
ration, Wharton Place ranks among the most architecturally sophisticated
Federal houses in the state. Much of the architectural interest of the |
house centers around its four beautiful Federal mantels richly embellished ;
with the composition ornaments of Robert Wellford of Philadelphia. Well-
ford was one of the country's most noted manufacturers of Adam-style
ornaments, His name appears in the Philadelphia Directories from 1801 to
1839 and his designs were used throughout the Eastern seaboard. The
presence of Wellford's signature on the central figures of two of the mantells
provides invaluable evidence for identifying other examples of this }
significant artisan's work, There are several other mantels with Wellford's
ornaments in other Lastern Shore houses, but none are signed, and neone are l
as elaborate and well preserved as the Wharton Place examples. |

Few other Virginia houses of the quality of Wharton Place survive in |
as good a state of preservation, and with as little alteration to either
the original design or fabric. Through careful renovation begun in 1945
by the late owner, Mr. Charles R. Busch, a noted industrial inventor, and
his widow, the house, in its dramatic and lonely setting overlooking marshy
Assawaman Creek and the distant ocean, appears much as it did when first
lived in by ''Captain Jack' Wharton.
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Mappsville, Virginia 1942 :
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