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!St. James Chureh is a one-story brick structure with a tetrastyle Greek

Doric portico on the stuccoed gable end front.' From the standpoint of
craftsmanship the portice is well executed, but the proportions and detail
are quite provincial in feeling., The euntablature has no triglyphs but’
does contain a curiously unbroken row of guttae directly below the frieze.
It is interesting that the builder ran the entablature around all threc i
sides of the steep pediment rather than just at the bottom. /Over the
pertice is placed a Gothic bell tower with squatty crockets at each

corner and a squatty spire in the center. The sides of the building

"each co?tain four tall rectangular windows topped by rubbed brick jack
arches.

The most significant feature of the church is the splendid painted
architectural decoration on the interior. The painting is genuine 'tromp
‘il'oeil‘, having rendered shadows and carefully worked-out false perspectibne
The main featurc of this decoration is the reredos which consists of
coupled Roman Doric pilasters supperting a plain entablature. These
pilasters frame a coflfered tunncl vault at the end ¢f which is a paneled
door. Painted on the shallow vaulted ceiling of the main part of the
church is a false entablature, panels, and foliage to imitate decorative
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plaster-work.

Imitation panels also appear around the walls of the
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church.f Ancother notable feature on the interior is the interesting
staircase at the center of the rear. The stair descends frem the galle
in an unsupperted flight and divides halfway into two flights,

St. Jawes Church survives in excellent condition. It retains its
original pews, and the painted decoration was carefully restored in 192
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St. . James Church was built in 1838 from materials salvaged from an
carlier eighteenth century church nearby.f This may account for the early
appearance of the side elevations. While the exterior of the church is
interesting, ‘the chief significance of the building lies in the fact that

entury painted architectural decoration
own of this decoration is that it was

s built by a traveling artist named Po(ts,
nited States may have had this type of J
8 is an extremely fine, if not unigua. ;
indeed wnusual that a church of such
should contain such sophisticated and
t the artist was able to work his design l
g fabric is-a testament to his skill.
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NAME AMD TITLE:

ﬁﬁtqfﬁiﬁy}rginia Historic landmarks Commission, James W.

Moody, Jr., Director

QRGANIZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE

April 23, 1969

STHREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building

CITY OR TOwN:

Riechmond

STATE

Virginia

CODE

45
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

level of significance of this nomination is:
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Naticnal State Local

Dr. Edward 7P, Alexander,

Az the designated State Lisison Officer for the Na-
tivnal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclysion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recomme nded
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May 20, 1969

Title Virginia Historic Landwarks Comm.

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

Nati

onal Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pregzivatioq

Date

JUN 111969

ATTEST:
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