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1 ----, 
CONDITION 

The Hopkins and Brother Store is a simple frame s t r u c t u r e  cons i s t ing  of a 
two-story block wi th  a s l i g h t l y  lower two-story e l l  and lean-to. The 
yellow and white complex is accentuated by corner  p i l a s t e r s ,  a bracketed 
cornice ,  and one "Gothic" window i n  the  a t t i c .  The bui ld ing 's  main asset 
is the  p leas ing straightforwardness and honesty.of the  simple composition 
which is g r e a t l y  aided by i ts  loca t ion  on q u i e t  Onancock Creek. 
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Although moved t o  a new loca t ion  on Onancock Creek, Hopkins and Brother 
S to re  r e t a i n s  the  water  f r o n t  atmosphere i t  had when it served a s  one 
of the  commercial and maritime t r a d i n g  c e n t e r s  of the  Eastern Shore. 
Founded i n  1842 by Captain Stephen Hopkins, t he  bus iness  remained i n  
the  hands o f  the  Hopkins family u n t i l  i t  was discontinued i n  1965. The 
s t o r e  was begun a t  a time when such an es tabl i shment  on the  i s o l a t e d  
Eas tern  Shore funct ioned a s  both a banker and t r ad ing  agent .  De ta i l ed  
records  of t h e  s t o r e  e x i s t  from 1839 t o  1965 and have been donated t o  
t h e  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  Society by t h e  p r e s e n t  owner of the  b u i l d i n g .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  importance o f  the  s t o r e  i n  the  commercial l i f e  o f  
the  Shore and the  s u r v i v a l  o f  i t s  complete r ecords ,  t he  b u i l d i n g  s t i l l  
con ta ins  most o f  i t s  nine teenth-century  fu rn i sh ings  and a c c e s s o r i e s .  
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