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D Sel dn a small woods dn o volling farmlands of Tower Albeinrle County,

} Lhis compace churefy is Duile din rhoe Roviin Roviva siyle popularized in

Pobie avea by Uhosies gedlarson, Conslructed in Lenple=lorm withous porlico, f
[ fhe churel ia stolounded by a full Dorice entablature with pedinenis at !
Cach erd Cuoniaining Lunel Lo windows.  The entrance front, locatoed on the J
cast ewd oi L buildiag, is dwivided into cwo shallow recessed pancls, cach [
conraining a doorway. ‘oth doorways are aung with thoip original paircs

oi panaled doors and arce topped with semi-circular arches set with louviied
fans.  Between the top of cach doorway and the entablature is a glazed
lunctie window which serves to iight the interior gallery. 1In fashion
similar to the front, both sides of the building arc divided iato three
shallow recdssed'pauels, each of which contains a semi-circular arched i
window with a louvard fan in thd'top portion. These louvewd fans over the
windows and doors were ‘installed “in 1938, and replace eariy horizontal
louvers. All of the walls are laidiin very even Flemish bond with thin
mortar joiats and have suffered no significant repairs. On the rear of r
the church is a small frame vestry that is a later addicion, 7
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i Original interior features include the simple curved communion rail, the
j fear gallery with its stair, the flooring and the pews. As originally
| built the interior of the chureh was quite plain, Jowever, in a 1958
renavation by the architeciural firm of Johnson, Craven, and Gibson of
CharLottesville, an entablature was installed around the ceiling, and
| pancled wainscoting was Placed around the base of the room. The plain
N | wooden pews which originally were arranged to form two aisles were

! rearranged to form a ceatral aisle. Also instalied in 1958 was the

! elabarate bronze chandelier which!came  from the ruinous house on the nearby

estate of Nydrie, ‘
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in front of the church was reinforced in 1970 with a brick retaining wall
and brick steps. The simple rural setting of ‘the -Church remains largely
uaspoiled, however, and pProvided a romantic backdrop for the crisp
sophisticated architecture of the church. :
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/ Spread around the rear of the church is a graveyard containing stones {
’ bearing the -nzmes 0f prominent families of the vicinity. An earth’ terrace !
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STATIMENT O DIGNIFICANC T

The early history of St. Anne's Parish be
County was formed from the wastern
new parish was cut from St. James's Paris
territory, both the county and, St., Arne's
prescent sizes in 1761, with the parish ta
of the county., Christ Church was prccead
parish, Ballanger Church and The Torge.
however, and in 1820, what remained of ch
resolved that "a new and better house WS
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construction was given to a "Mr., Phillips
"Mr. Phillips' referrved to in the Parish

of the University of Virginia. . Phillips
the Piedmont following the completion of
of his structures are carefully executed

Greone County Court llousc, both documente
similavity of Phillips' work to Jefferson

belongs to that small but elice group of
Virginia buildings that are referred to a
Jeffersonian because their forms were gir
of the nation's outstanding gentleman arc

Consecrated on June 28, 1832, by the nota
described the building as "a neat and exc

Anfluence Jefferson had. op his more able workmen.

beautiful site, Christ Church has been in continuous use ever

gins in 1745 when ALbcmaflc

poriion of Goocliland County and the

T

h.  Originally covering a vas
Parish were reduced to chei
king in most of the lower ha
ed by two other churches ia the
these churches fell into decay,
¢ congregation of The PForge

t be provided for the worship of

h
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The new church was not begun until 1831, when the contract for its
It is almost certain that the

'I'l i
records is William B, Phillips,

i a brick mason who had worked for Thomas Jefferson during the construction
built g number of buildings in,

che University, and the hallimarks
classical detail and exquisite

brickwork such as are found in the Madison County Court House and the

d Phiilips buildings. The close
's illustrates the strong

Carist Church thus -
highly sophisticated ante Dbellum
S either Roman Revival or

ectly inspired by the classicism

hitect.

ble Bishop William Meade who
elleat brick chureh” on a
since.
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EZ.._ STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION

NATIONAL REGISTER ' VERIFICATION 7 5

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- | ! !
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
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forth by the National Park Servicer "t recommended Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Praservation
level of significance of this nomination is:

Natienal [ State X Local [

Date

Name

ATTEST:

Dr. Edward P, Alexander,' Chairman
Title Virginia Historic Iandmarks Commilksi on

[

e 3249

Keeper of The National Register
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DESCRiBE VIEW DIHECTEON ETC

View from the southeast.
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