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I panel led  doors.  
D. Trim: A c h a i r  r a i l  wi th  a simple molding a t  t h e  top and a base- I I 

i 

F. Openings: 
1. Doorwayc and doors: The doorv:ays on t h c  no r th  and south  of thc 

o l d c r  p o r t i o n  havc moldcd t r i m .  Six-paneled doors open i n t o  t h e  house. Thc 
f i r s t  and second f l o o r  c a s t  doorways i n  t h c  facadc  of  the  a d d i t i o n  heve 
three-pancd transons, thrcc-paned s i d e l i g h t s  and molded t r i m .  The doors a re  
four-paneled. 

2. !dindows: Thc windorrs i n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  havc molded t r i m .  Thcsc 
~:oodcrl double-hung windows havc s ix-ovcr-s ix  sashes. I n  t h e  o l d c r  sccti.on 
somc of t h e  windows have a molded t r i m ,  whilc  o t h e r s  havc p l a i n  t r i m .  T h e  
sa sh  i n  ttrc woodcn double-hung windows varys from d i f f c r c n t ' s i z c ~  of four- 
over-four  t o  six-ovcr-si-x to  ninc-over-nine. The i:t?.dows have s h u t t e r s .  

G. ,Roof: A gable  roof  wi th  a shed extens ion  t o  
tl:c so1::11 ;.s covcrcd rr i th  t i n .  The connect ing passage-parior  and the  cottazc 
s c c t i o n  shnrc  thc  same r i d g c  l i n e ,  a l though t h c  s lopc  d i f f e r s .  The addilior 
t o  t'~-,c c a s t  has  a gab lc  roof .  

I I I .  Desc r ip t ion  of t h e  I n t e r i o r :  
A. F loor  p lan:  The e a s t c r n  a d d i t i o n  has  a two-ovcr-two c c n t r a l  ha l l  

?].an. A t.ridc room o r  passaac serv jng  a s  a p a r l o r  connects  t h i s  t o  the  four 
room squarc  co t tagc .  Thcsc four  rooms a r c  d iv ided  by narrow passage Trays. 
The small  southwest a d d i t i o n  providcs more h a l l  spacc. 

D. Stairway:  h narrow enclosed s ingle- run  s t a i r  asccnds i n  the  south 
passagexlay. 

C. Door1:ays and doors :  The doorv~ays havc a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  and four- 

board with a molding a t  t h e  top  a r e  found i n  somc of t h c  rooms. I n  other  I 
- I 

I 
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a Alls tad  

(Check One) E 0 Unaltered n MOW original s i b  
DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT A M D  O R I G I N h L  (11 known) P H Y S I C A L  A - P E A R A N C E  

I. C'li~731 s t a c c ~ c ~ l t :  
'2. A r . c h i t c c t ~ ~ r a l  c h a r a c t e r :  As11 Lawn i.s an cxamplc of a simple 1.atc.. 

ci;hCccntl~-ccntur: c o t t a c c  wi th  12i.d-ninctccnth cen tu ry  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t l ~ c  
west. 

R. Condit ion of the  Fabr ic :  Good. 
11. Dcsc1:iption D T  t l ~ c  E::tcrior: 

A .  Ovcrall. climcnsl.~ns:The uiginal p r to f  tllc housc i s  three bays long, 
t h r c c  ba;.s wide nnd one stor:? 11i.91. I t  i; joincd Lo a mid-ninctecnth ccnLu 
two-ovcr-tvo ccnl-ral  l ln l l  addl t i on  by a s h o r t  wide h a l l  s e rv ing  a s  a par lor  
whi.ch may bc a p o r t i o n  of  t h c  o r i g i n a l  vring of t h c  house. Thcrc i.s a small 
shcd a d d i t i o n  o,n ilhc soutllxrcst corncr  of  t h c  o l d  scc t ion .  The s lopc  of 
t h c  t c r r a i n  c r e a t e s  an Engl i sh  bascment on t h e  south  s ide .  

B. Foundations : Bricl;. 
C. !,la11 c o n s t r u c t i o n :  Clapboards, pa in ted  white.  The westcrn four  

~:.ooms a r e  of b r i c k  noggin covcrcd wi th  clapboard. 
D. Porchcs:  The n o r t h  porch on t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of  the  house has 

a gab lc  roof supported by two p i c r s  and two p i l a s t e r s  a long . the  v ~ a l l  of the 
housc. A shcd roof covers  a small  two-story porch formcd on t h e  souLh s ide  
Ly t h c  irregularities of ~ h c  f l o o r  plan. A pcdimcntcd two-story p o r t i c o  
zupportcd by n o d i f i c d  Tuscan columns i s  on t h e  e a s t  facadc  of t h e  addi t ion .  
A balcony j u t s  under the  second f l o o r  doorway on t h i s  s idc .  

E. C1:imncys: Two i n t c r i o r  end chlmneys wi th  b r i c k  s t a c k s  a r c  i n  the 
add i t ion .  A chimney i s  i n  t h e  connecting wi th  a c c n t r a l  chimney i r  
the o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  of t h c  house. A l a r - ~ e  b r i ck  chimncy r i s e s  above thc  
no r th  doorway i n  t h i s  por t ion .  
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7. r o ~ ; ~ i c ,  t l ~ c r c  i s  o n l y  o p l a i n  11oscboa~:d. 
C. l lcntini; :  Thc;:c o1.c f j . r c p 1 . n ~ ~ ~  i n  c v c r y  room i n  t h c  o l d  s e c t i o n  o f  

t h c  housc  v i t h  n l n ~ ? t c l s  1:angj.n~ i r o n  s i m p l c  t o  c l o b o r a t c  s t y l e s .  Thc marc 
c ?  cl:n::nLr i nc!.udc s u n b u r s  tn and  rccricd c n ~ n g c d  c o l i ~ ~ : l n s ,  o r  o r ~ i d c  :r:oldcd 
co:-nicc 1:;i.I: a p l a i n  Fri.czc and p i l a o t c r s .  The o i m p l c s t  a r c  madc up o f  a 
p:!oin s?:c?.f, r r i c z c  and pilasters. 

I V .  S i t c :  
A. Gcncrill s c i t i n g :  The f r o n t  o f  t h e  o l d  o c c t i o n  o f  Ash Lavn f a c c o  

n o r t h  tovord  E h n t i c c l l o  ~ i h i c h  i.s v i s i b l c  f rom i ts  porch.  The a d d i t i o n  
f o c a d c  faccn  c a s t  w i t h  n long  row o f  bo:zrood l e n d i n g  f rom i t  t o  t h c  n a r b l e  
s t o l r u t c  o i  Elonroc. Thc c o o t c r n  c n t r a n c c  is dorni.nated by t h i n  boxwood. 
PIony o t h e r  pat i i s  a r c  l.incd w i t h  hugc bo:wood and a d d i t i o n a l  box p r o v i d e  n 
f rame f o r  t h c  s t a t u t c  by P i c c i r i l l i .  

B. O u t b u i l d i n g s :  A complex o f  t h r c c  o u t b u i l d i . n g s  o t n n d s  souch o f  t h e  
housc  i n c l u d i n g  a g n b l c - r o o f c d  i c e  h o u s c ,  a g a b l e - r o o f c d  c a b i n  w i t h  on 
c x t c r i o r  cnd b r i c lc  chimney, and a omokehouse w i t h  a pyramida l  r o o f .  



n s p c c i n l  nraning  t o  him. 
Nonroc s o l d  IIighland t o  E.A. Goodruin f o r  $18,140 i n  1830. Thc proper.;:: 

i 
4 

Tias purchascd 1.atcr.b'  Joscph X. Massc;,. Thc c a s t c r n  s c c t i o n  of t h e  house 
r:as cons t ruc ted  about  1860. Thc passageway-parlor connect ing t h e  two s c c t i o  
of  t h c  housc is probably an o r i g i n a l  wing of t h e  Pionroc house. Jay W. Johns 
purchascd theproperty from t h e  llasscy h e i r s  i n  1930. Ash Lavm is p resen t ly  
an l l i s t o r i c  house museum adminis te rcd  by t h e  Lee-Jackson Memorial, Inc. 
of vrhich Johns i s  t h e  founder and t h e  p res iden t .  
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SIGNIFICANCE -- 
~ ~ ~ l o o  (Chock One or Mors s. Appropr lat~)  

Prs.Columbionl 0 16th Cantury 18th Century 20th Century 

15th Century 17th Century 19th C-ntury 

S P E C 1  FlC D A T E I S I  (11 Applleabls end Knolvn) 
, 

1.793 
A R E A S  OF  SIGNIFICANCE (Cheek On0 01 More a. Appmp,l.le) 

Abot leinml Edueatlon Pol i t ical  Urban Plonning 

Prahlsteric Engineering Religion/Phi. Other (Spsclfy) 

Hi* lor ic  Industry losophy !lis Lor;. 
Agrlcul tun Invention a Science 

Architecture Londscap. Sculpture 

Art Architecture Soc~ol/Humon- 

Comm.rs. Literotur. itarlon 

Communlcotlons Military Thsotor 

Consa,voflon Music 0 Transportation 

STATEMENT OF S l G N I F I C A N C E  

Ash Larin i n  A1bcnarl.c Coun4;y vias onc of thc  hones ovmccl 12:. Jancs  Islonroc, 
:hricc govcrnor of V i r g i n i a ,  Min i s t e r  t o  Francc and England, Skcrctary of 
S t n t c  and of !Jar, and Prcsidcnl- of t h c  Unitcd S t a t c s  from 1817 t o  1825. 
Nonroc bought t h c  propc;ty i n  t h c  l a t c  c ightccnth  ccntury  t o  bc ncar  h i s  
f r j c n d s  Thomas J c f f c r s o n ,  Jamcs Iladison, and I . i i l l i an  Shor t ,  and made i . t  h i s  
honc f o r  a nunbcr of  years .  Iqonroc c a l l e d  t h i s  propcr ty  Highland o r  Thc 
IIi.~.h!.ands, and tcrnlcd t h c  housc t h c r c  h i s  "cabin cas t l c . "  Monroe .;cqucsted 
s des ign  f o r  a housc from Je f fe r son  a t  s c v c r a l  d i f f e r e n t  timcs and J c f f c r s o n  
pron~iscd  t o  supply one. It i s  not  d e f i n i t e l y  lcnoum, liowcvcr, i f  Jefferson 
con t r ibu tcd  t o  t h c  des i zn  of Highland. 

Thc house,  t h c  ..:cstcrn s e c t i o n  01 thc  p rcscn t  s t r u c t u r e ,  a f i n i s h c d  
ir. 1Z99, and insurcd  uri.th t h c  PIutual. Assurance Cor,;pany i n  1800. This  house 
scrvcd a s  >lonroe's ho~nc bctv~ccn many abscnccs incurrcd  by h i s  t r a v e l s  abroad 
and h i s  d u t i c s  t o  h i s  s t a t c  and country. Although Monroc r c t a i n c d  Ehc 
IIi:hland propcr ty  u n t i l  1830, h c  vrns r cqu i r cd  t o  spcnd more timc i n  I Ja sh ing tx ,  
and consequently spen t  n o r s  oi h i s  f r c e  moments a t  h i s  Loudon Coun", e s t a t e ,  
0 I .  Evcn thoug!; Monroc 17as unable t o  spcnd a s  much timc a t  Highland 
a s  hc xrould hauc li!:cd, h i s  proper ty  i n  Albcnlarlc ncor hi.s f r i c n d s  rctai.ncd 
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112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER C E R T I F I C A I I O N  I NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the  Ne- I I &reby certify that th is  property la included in the 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I.sw 

89665) .  1 hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion Nations' I 1 
i n  the National Register end certify that it h a s  been 

evaluated according to the  criteria and p r o c e a r e a  s e t  

forth by the National Perk Service. The recommended 
Chief, Of f ice  o f  Archsolo8y and Historic Pleeslvel im 

' . level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State a Locnl 
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ATTEST: : Fishburnc,  Di rec to r  

g i n i a  11istori.c 
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View from the  north. 
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