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1. Name of  Proper ty  
historic-D 
other nameslsite number Dm File NO. 02-195 

2. Locat ion 

street & number E side US 29. 14 m i .  NE i c t .  SR 708 N/A IJ not lor publication 

city, town Charlottesville vicinity 
state Virginia code VA county Albemarle code 003 zip code 77W1 

3. Classi f icat ion 
Ownersn~p ol Property Category of Property Number of Resources wlthin Property 

iX]pr~vate buiiding(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local district 2 buildings 
public-state C] site n sites 
pubiic-Federal q structure 2 structures 

object 1 0 obiects 
5 A Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously 
N/A listed in the National Register L 

4. StatelFederal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

' As the desrgnated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 01 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 1 nomination [7 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
: Nationai Reg~ster the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. i 

In my oplnlon, the not meet the National Register criteria. O s e e  
- i 

( Signature 01 certlhllng on lal ~ .. 

-re.4 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion. the property [Zirneets O d o e s  not meet the Nationai Register criteria. [?see conttnuatlon sheet. 

Signature 01 cornmentlng or other oflicial Dale 

Slate or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, cen~ly that this propeny is: 

n e n t e r e d  In the Nationai Register. 
See contlnuatlon sheet. - 

L- determlned eligible for the National 
Register. See conttnuatron sheet. 

Cdetermlned not eligible for the 
Nat~onai Register. 

C] removed from the National Register. 
other. (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Anion 



6. Function or U w  
H~storlc Funct~ons (enter categories from ~nstructlons) Current Funct~ons (enter categories from instructions) 

1 i n v  Domestic:  S i  
Domest ic:  Se-tru~tures 

7. Description --. 

Arch~lectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter calegories from instructions) 

foundation R r i r k  q+n,.,m 

reek Revival walls Wood 
LATE 1!XH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: 

Colonial Revival root Asohal t 
other 

Descrlbe present and historic physical appearance. 

SUMMARY ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Arrowhead is a 21-acre farm located south of Charlottesville in 
central Albemarle County. The main house consists of three 
distinct parts. The two-story, three-bay, gable-roofed frame 
center section dates from tbb.L850s and features an entrance on 
the east and west facades. A two-story, multi-bay north extension 
with a polygonal east facade was added in the early 1900s. The 
two-bay, two-story library wing to the south was added about 
1907-1908 and features a one-story polygonal bay on the east. The 
interior of the oldest section features an unusual four-room plan 
with the stair rising from the corner of the front hall. There are 
fireplaces in the two back (west) rooms with simple Greek Revival 
mantels, and the doors and windows have Greek Revival moldings as 
well. The two early-twentieth century sections have simpler 
moldings and trim and lack fireplaces. Also on the property are 
three service outbuildings. standing in a row immediately to the 
north of the kitchen wing. These include a one-story frame kitchen 
building, a brick smokehouse. and a large icehouse (now a garage). 
To the south of the house is a one-and-one-half-story 
board-and-batten cottage with scalloped trim. This also dates from 
the mid- nineteenth-century period and is a rare vernacular 
example of this style in Albemarle County. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Arrowhead is a 21-acre farm located on the east side of Route 29, 
four miles south of Charlottesville and two miles north of Red 
Hill in central Albemarle County. The farm is located at the foot 
of Dudley Mountain and the surrounding topography is quite hilly. 
There are several other farms and orchards in the vicinity and 
the area is still quite rural. A small creek curves around the 
north and west of the property and the tracks of the Southern 
Railroad line, located thirty yards east of t aln .dwellin?, 
form the eastern boundary. 

#m Contlnuatlon s ee 



8. Statement of Slgnltlcance 
Certitvina official has considered the significance of this propeny in relation lo other pro~eflles: 

q nationally =statewide al~~ally 

Applicable National Register Criteria CIA q B EC OD 
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A 0 8  [?c D q E [?F [?G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

R F, 1859  1907 - 1859-1860 

Cultural Afflllation 

unknown 

Slgnlf~cant Person ArchltecWBuilder 
N A - 

NA 

Slate slgnlflcance of property, and lust~ty crlterla, cr~ter~a conslderatlons, and areas and perlods of slgnlflcance noted above. 

STATEMENT OF S I G N I F I C A N C E ;  

Arrowhead is significant a s  a well-preserved 
mid-nineteenth-century farmstead c o n s i s t i n g  of : a vernacular 
Greek Revival-style r e s i d e n c e  with a n  u n u s u a l  four-room plan and 
some Italianate d e t a i l i n g  to which w i n g s  w e r e  added in the e a r l y  
1900s. a good c o l l e c t i o n  o f  intact s e r v i c e  buildings: and a 
board-and-batten-style tenant house. S t i l l  preserved in its 
agricultural s e t t i n g ,  A r r o w h e a d  p r o v i d e s  m a n y  insights into rural 
life in nineteenth-century Albemarle County. T h e  farm h a s  had a 
succession of s i g n i f i c a n t  owners i n c l u d i n g  Mildred Merriweather, a 
half-sister of P a t r i c k  H e n r y ;  a n d  V i r g i n i a  Governor Thomas W. 
G i l m e r .  In 1890 the property w a s  bought by t h e  Woods f a m i l y ,  who 
still own it today. T h e  Reverend E d g a r  Woods founded P a n t o p s  
Academy in C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  a n d  w r o t e  w h a t  is still o n e  of the best 
local county h i s t o r i e s  in Virginia : A l b e m a r l e  C o u n t y  i p  V i r ~ i n i a .  
His son. Samuel B. Woods w a s  a n  a t t o r n e y  a n d  o r c h a r d i s t  who played 
an active r o l e  in t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  the city o f  
Charlottesville in 1888. H e  thereafter s e r v e d  a s  the city's first 
mayor. 

HISTORY: 

Arrowhead is part of the large 3500-acre t r a c t  patented and given 
to Mildred M e r r i w e a t h e r  by her s t e p f a t h e r  T h o m a s  Walker of C a s t l e  
Hill in 1741. S h e  m a r r i e d  John S y m e  o f  Hanover C o u n t y ,  a half 
brother of P a t r i c k  H e n r y ,  and left t h e  tract to their son John 
Syme Jr.. T h e  p r o p e r t y  r e m a i n e d  in t h e  h a n d s  of collateral 
descendants o f  t h e  M e r r i w e a t h e r  family u n t i l  1843 w h e n  it w a s  sold 
to Thomaa W a l k e r  Gilmer. 1 G i l m e r  (1802-1844) w a s  born in 

See contlnuatlon sheet 






























