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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and
districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form {National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking °*x" in the
appropriate box or by entering the information requested. Place additicnal entries and narrative
items on continuatien sheets (NPS Form 10-9C0a).

historic name PROFFIT HISTORIC DISTRICT

other names/site number DHR NC.02-643, 2148, 2149, 2150, 2151, 2152, 2153,
2154, 2155, 2156, 2157

street & number PROFFIT ROAD (S.R. 649), MOSSING FORD ROAD {S.R.749), PROFFIT

STATION ROAD, SULPHUR MINE ROAD net for publication N/A
city or town PROFFIT vicinity
state VIRGINIA code VA county ALBEMARLE code 02 zip code 22911

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as
amended, I hereby certify that this __X__ nomination request for determination
of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering preoperties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professicnal
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X_  meets
does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property
be considered significant ___ nationally ___ statewide _X__  lecally. { ___ See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESOURCES
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property_ X_ meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (
See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESQURCES
State or Federal agency and bureau
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I, hereby certify that this property is:

—_ entered in the National Register
____ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register

_ . See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register

removed from the National Register

other (explain}:

Signature cof Keeper Date
of Action
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Ownership of Property {(Check as many boxes as apply)
_X _ private
__ public-local

public-State

public-Federal

Category of Property (Check only one box}
__ building{s}
_X district

site

structure

object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

26 11 buildings
3 0 sites
0 1 structures
0 0 objects

29 12 Total

Number of contributing resources previocusly listed in the National
Register N/A

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part
of a multiple property listing.} N/A



Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: SINGLE DWELLING
COMMERCE/TRADE BUSINESS
RELIGION RELIGIOUS FACILITY

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: SINGLE DWELLING
VACANT NOT IN USE
RELIGION RELIGIQUS FACILITY

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
LATE 159TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:
COLONIAL REVIVAL AND LATE GOTHIC REVIVAL

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundaticn BRICK
roof METAL
walls WOOD : WEATHERBOARD ;
SYNTHETICS: VINYL SIDING

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets
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8. Statement of Significance .
Applicable National Register Criteria {Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

_X_A

Property is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution te the bread patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type,
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic wvalues, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield infermation
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations {Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

X

A

owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object,or structure.
a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the
past 50 years. ' .
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)

ETHNIC HERITAGE-BLACK
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance 1871-1948
Significant Dates 1871

1881

1891

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation _N/A

Architect/Builder NED BROWN-BUILDER
ELIJAH COX-BUILDER
HENRY LEAKE-BUILDER

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more continuation sheets.) SEE CONTINUATION SHEETS
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{(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on
one or more continuation sheets.)
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Previous documentation on file (NPS)

- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67} has been
requested.

—... previously listed in the National Register

— previously determined eligikle by the National Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark .

. Yecorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

.. recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data ‘ .
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
Cther State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
____ Other
Name of repository: VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF HISTORIC RESQURCES
221 GOVERNOR STREET
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 232189

Acreage of Property __ 54.7 acres
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 3
2 4 _
X _ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sheet.)

The boundaries of the Proffit Historic District are shown on the
attached Albeamrle County Tax Map.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a
continuation sheet.)

The boundaries selected for the Proffit Historic District include the
resources most closely associated with the hisorical development of Proffit
through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The boundaries include both
historic structures and important historic sites-associated with the
history of Proffit.
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name/title GEQFFREY B. HENRY AND MELINDA FRIERSON, ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIANS

date February 27, 1998 -
street & number 4604 CHESTNUT STREET telephone 301-654-6468

c¢icy or town CHEVY CHASE state MARYLAND zip code 20814

Additional Documentation
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Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's
location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large
acreage Or humerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additicnal items)

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name

See attached list of property owners

street & number
telephone

city or town state zip code
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Summary

The Proffit Historic District, as defined by the enclosed proposed
boundaries, is located on the east and west sides of Proffit Road (Route 649)
near its intersection with the north-south tracks of the Southern (now Norfolk-
Southern) Railroad, and approximately two miles east of U.S. Route 29 in north-
central Albemarle County. Proffit is a primarily residential community and has
its origins in a small settlement founded by newly freed black slaves during the
Reconstruction Period. Only a handful of these houses built by the Brown and
Flannagan families in the 1880s and 1850s still survive and they are in
deteriorated condition. A& more intact reminder of Proffit’s black heritage is the
Evergreen Baptist Church, an excellent vernacular Gothic Revival-style church
built in 1891, located at the south end of the district. Proffit became a stop
on the Virginia Midland Railroad after 1881, stimulating another phase of
development, principally by white landowners. Evidence of this period of
Proffit’'s history is seen in the many 2-story, frame houses (along with
contributing garages and outbuildings) built in the 1890-1910 period along
Proffit Road and a former store (now a residence) located near the site of the
former railroad depot. Also within the district is the site of former mining
operations carried out by the Ohioc Sulphur Mining Company in the early 1920s, the

only cone of its kind in Albemarle County.

Architectural Analysis

The Proffit Historic District is a primarily residential community located
on either side of Proffit Road. Other roads in the district include Proffit
Station Road, Sulphur Mine Rocad, and Mossing Ford Road. There are also the

remains of several unpaved roads no longer in use within the district. The tracks
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of the Southern Railrcad divide the community almost equally in half, but they

are below grade and are thus not a prominent wvisual intrusion.

The Proffit Historic District consists of 37 buildings (26 contributing
historic buildings and 11 noncontributing buildings); three contributing sites;
and one noncontributing structure. Nearly all of the buildings in the district
are two-story or two-and-one-half-story, three-to-four-bay, gable-roofed, balloon
frame residences with weatherboard siding and are built facing the Proffit Road
or side streets and alleys on irregularly shaped lots. Most of these residences
also include smaller outbuildings, usually frame or metal sheds or garages. There
is also one church, three former commercial buildings, and a cemetery in Proffit.
The contributing buildings range in condition from deteriorated to excellent.
Most buildings have been altered over the years, usually by the addition of
porches, small wings, or aluminum and/or vinyl siding. Many of the residential
lots in Proffit are planted with mature hardwood trees and evergreen shrubs, are
enclosed with metal or wood fences, and are attractively landscaped. Portions
of early twentieth-century concrete sidewalks can also be found on the west side
of Proffit Road. The noncontributing buildings in Proffit consist of mainly post
World War II residences. A wooden bridge that carries Proffit Road over the
Southern Railroad tracks was built in 1992 but closely resembles the historic
highway bridge that once crossed the tracks at this peint. It is a

noncontributing structure.

Proffit is a rural wvillage built primarily in two main stages. Beginning
about 1871, a portion of the town was settled by freed slaves. One of them, Ned

Brown, bought land in 1878 which he sold in smalliparcels over the next two
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descades. Several frame houses (VDHR file no. 02-2157) were built in the 1880s
and 1890s by Brown, his family members, or members of the related Flanagan
family. Three of these houses remain and stand in the area bounded by Mossing
Ford Road and Proffit Road, north of Evergreen Church. Presentiy, these houses
are vacant and deteriorated. They are typical late nineteenth-century, two-story,
balloon frame I-houses with front porches, a central cross gable, and brick

chimneys.

In 1881 a railroad stop was established at Proffit, and several more
residences were built, as well as stores, two churches, and a railrocad depot.
The buildings associated with Proffit’s second period of development are located
north of the Flanagan family houses on either side of Proffit Road. The houses
built during Proffit's second phase of development are variations on the
traditional two-story I-House form, although several exhibit indiwvidualistic

configurations, as well as more complex roof forms.

The house reputedly belonging to a member of the Proffit family, for whom
the railroad stop was named, stands at the corner of Proffit Reoad and Proffit
Station Road (02-2153). It is a two-story, four-bay, gable-roofed frame house
with a central cross gable. Mocking Bird Hill (02-2149) stands on the east side
of Proffit Road and is one of the best preserved residences in the village.
Dating from circa 1899, it is a two-story, gable-roofed frame house with
projecting wings, a front porch, and small projecting bays. The property also

contains two small outbuildings, including a shed and a garage.

The Proffit Station Master’s House {(02-2154) is located on the west side
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of Proffit Road and was built in the 1890= to house the railroad agent at the
nearby Proffit.depot. It is a two-story, three-bay, frame I-House with a central
cross gable and a one-story front porch. Like several other buildings in
Proffit, the gable ends of this house, as well as the c¢ross gable, are deccorated
with a jig-sawn ventilator. Another house (02-2148) stands across the road from
the station master’s house. It is a large two-story., hip-roofed frame house with
a front porch supported by turned posts and a rear wing. Both of these houses

are in excellent condition.

Other well-preserved houses in Proffit include the Marchi House on Sulphur
Mine Road in the northern half of Proffit, and the circa 1897 Graves House {02-
215t)located on the west side of Proffit Road. A garage adjoining the Graves
House is believed to have been used as a pay office by the Ohic Sulphur Mine
Company which operated in Proffit in the early twentieth century, as well as the

first W.R Lewis Store.

Of the several commercial buildings that once stood in Proffit, the former
W.R. Lewis Store (02-2152) is virtually the only standing survivor. It is now
a residence, but retains the full second story and prominent cornice typical of
small-town commercial buildings. It is in fair condition. Another former
commercial building stands at the southwest corner of Proffit Station Road and
Proffit Reoad. Built in the early twentieth century, it is a stone-faced, one

story building in poor condition.

Long a visual landmark in Proffit, the Evergreen Baptist Church (02-643)
stands at the southern approach to the town. Built in 1891 by a black Baptist
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congregation, it is a one-story, gable-roofed frame building with a tall two-
story steeple set at the sgouth gable end. It features two front entrances
flanking the steeple, as well as Gothic-style, stained glass windows. The church
is in excellent condition. It has a one-story wing dating from the 1960s on the

northeast corner.

There are at least three archeologically important sites located within
Proffit. The site of the former railrcad depot (02-2155%) is located near the
Lewis Store. Cemeteries for the Evergreen Baptist Church, as well as the Bethel
Baptist Church {(the church is no longer standing) are at either end of the
village. The Bethel cemetery stands at the north end, is enclosed by a chain

link fence, and contains approximately 25-30 headstones.

The site of mining operations carried out in the early twentieth century
by the Chio Sulphur Mine Company is located a short distance to the west of
Proffit Road (02-2156). These remains consist of earthen dams and raceways, some
shafts (now sealed) and several broken concrete pylons probably part of
ventilating machinery for the mines. The mines were apparently abandoned in the
1920s and are in poor condition today. They are the only such mine known to have

been operating in Albemarle County.
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BUILDING INVENTORY

Mossing Ford Road
2378 Mossing Ford Road

2360 Mossing Ford Road
2338 Mosaing Ford Road

Flanagan House #1

Flanagan House #2

Flanagan House #3

Proffit Road

2-story, 2-bay, gable-roofed stuccoed frame house with
an L plan. 1l-story, l-bay frame wing on side. Circa
1920. Contributing Building.

l-story, 4-bay., hip-roofed frame house on a brick
basement. Circa 1975. Noncontributing Building.
2-story, 2-bay-wide and 4-bay deep gable-roocfed frame
pre-fab house. Circa 1980. Noncontributing Building.
2-story, 3-bay frame house with metal gable roof with
central cross gable. Asbestos siding. l-story porch and
l-story shed-roofed ell. Deteriorated condition. Circa
1880. Contributing Building. VDHR No. 02-2157.
2-story, 3-bay, with metal. gable rocf. Exterior
chimney. Porch is fallen in. l-story, 2-bay wing.
Circa 1880. Contributing Building. VDHR No.02- 2157.
2-story, 3-bay with metal gable roof and some original
weatherboard siding. Chimney almost in ruins.
Deteriorated condition. Circa 1880. Contributing
Building. VDHR No. 02-2157.

Evergreen Baptist Church - l-story, 3-bay-wide and 4-bay deep gable-roofed

frame church. Expressed two-story tower with
belfry at gable end. Steeple with bell-cast roof

and louvered vents. Lancet-arched windows with
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2/2 sash. 1l-bay ell at rear. Built 1891. Circa
1860 1-story 3-bay, frame wing on the side
covered with metal siding. Contributing building.
VDHR No. 02-643.

2321 Proffit Reoad l-story, 3-bay. gable-roofed frame house on cinder-block
foundation. Circa 1980. Noncontributing building.

2358 Proffit Road 2-story, 3-bay frame house with metal gable roof and
exterior brick chimney flues. l-story enclosed porch on
front. 6/6 window sash. l-story, l-bay frame side wing.
Circa 1885. Long, multi-bay frame shed/garage. Circa
1930. 2 Contributing buildings.

2366 Proffit Road 2-story, 3-bay gable-roofed frame house with projecting
cross-gable ells with cornice returns on front and rear.
l-story shed-roofed addition on rear. 2/2 window sash.
Porch is replaced and house sided with aluminum siding.
Circa 1895. Contributing Building.

2370 Proffit Road Graves House. 2-story, 3-bay frame house with gable
roof (asphalt shingle)}. Bracketed cornice. 2/2 window
sash and 3 entrances on front elevation. l-story, 3-bay
front porch with turned posts. Rear ell. Circa 188§7.
1920s l-story, gable-roofed frame building with board-
and-batten/weatherboard siding (originally went with
house at 2366 Proffit Road). Formerly W.R. Lewis Store
as well as paymaster’'s office with lecal mining company,
now a garage. 2 contributing buildings.

2365 Proffit Road Mocking Bird Hill. 2-story, 3-bay frame house with
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metal gable roof. l-story wrap around porch. Polygonal
bay on front. 1l-story enclosed porch and wing on rear.
Asbestos siding. Circa 1899. l-story shed, circa 1%00.
l-story cinder-block garage, 1950s. 2 contributing
buildings. 1 neoncontributing building.

l-story, stone building with cinder-block second story
and wooden front ell. Deteriorated condition. Early
20th century. Contributing Building.

l-lane, S5-span metal highway bridge carries wvehicular
traffic over Southern railrocad tracks. Wooden decking.
1992. Noncontributing structure.

Proffit House. 2-story, 3-bay frame with complex roof.
Projecting 2-story polygonal bay on front elevation. 1-
story, 3-bay porch with plain posts. 6/6 window sash. 2-
story, 2-bay rear wing. Vinyl siding. Circa 1880-1830.
Contributing building. VDHR No. 02-2153.

l-story, 3-bay, gable-roofed frame house with vinyl
siding and cement-block foundation. Circa 1980.
Noncontributing building.

1%-~story, 3-bay, gable-roofed frame house. l-story
porch. 6/6 window sash, tripartite windows, and dormer
windows. 1920s. Contributing Building.

Lydia. 2-story, 3-bay-wide, and 3-bay-deep frame house
with metal hipped roof. l-story, 3-bay rear wing. 1-
story, 5-bay porch with turned posts. Vinyl siding.
Circa 1916. Contributing building. VDHR No. 02-2148.
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2436 Proffit Road Station Master’s House. 2-story, 3-bay frame house with
. central cross gable. Metal roof. l-story, 3-bay porch.
l-bay rear wing. Decorative attic vents on gable ends.
Built by Elijah Cox in 18%0-1900 periecd. Contributing
Building. VDHR No. 02-2154.

2450 Proffit Road 2-story, gable-rocfed frame house consists of 2 parts.
2-story, l-bay section with a slightly smaller Z-story,
2-bay section. Both have metal roofs and are joined by
a l-story porch with turned posts. 1/1 sash windows.
Asbestos siding. Circa 1900. 2 l-story frame sheds,
built 1900-1930s. 3 Contributing Buildings.

2468 Proffit Road Metal trailer. Noncontributing Building.

2474 Proffit Road l-story, 3-bay brick ranch house with colonial features.
1960s. Noncontributing Building.

2482 Proffit Road Metal Trailer. Noncontributing Building.

2481 Proffit Road l1-story, l-bay gable-rcofed frame hay/storage barn with
vertical board siding and a gable-end entrance. Circa
1900. Contributing Building.

2116 Proffit Road Brick ranch/split level house with a gable roof. 1970s.
Noncontributing Building.

2128 Proffit Road 2-story frame modern colonial-style house. 1980s.
Noncontributing Building.

2070 Proffit Road Marchi House. 2-story, 3-bay frame house with a metal
hipped-roof. l-story, 5-bay porch with turned posts. 6/6

window sash. Modern door. 18%0s. Contributing Building.
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Bethel Church Cemetery 25-30 headstones from the early and mid 20th century

surrounded by a chain-link fence. Contributing Site.

Sulphur Mine Road

Ohio Sulphur Mine Site

Proffit Station Recad

2080 Proffit Station Road

2050 Proffit Station Road

2104 Proffit Station Road

2134 Proffit Staticn Road

Proffit Depot Site

Cornicrete pylons, earthen dams, and sealed shafts
remain from short-lived pyrite mining operation
in the 1late 1910-1520 period by ¢Chioc Sulphur
Mining Company. Ruinous conditicn. Contributing
Site.VDHR 02-2156

Tinsley House. l-story, 4-bay gable-rcofed frame
house. Asbestos siding. 1920s. Contributing
Building.

l-story, 3-bay cement-hlock house with a screened
porch. 1940s. Contributing Building.

W.R. Lewis Store. 2-story, 2-bay-wide, 3-bay-deep
shed-roofed frame store with a bracketed cornice.
6/6 and 2/2 window sash and 9-pane fixed sash
window. l-story ell on the side., 1907-1910.
Contributing Building. VDHR No. 02-2152

2-story, 3-bay gable roofed brick house. l-story,
l-bay portico with plain posts. 6/1 and 4/1
window sash. 1-story side porch. Circa 1900-1510.
Contributing Building.

North side of Southern railrocad tracks across
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from W.R. Lewis Store. Site of 185%0s depot torn
down in the 1960s. Contributing Site.

l-story, 2-bay-wide and 4-bay-deep £frame house with

vertical-board siding. 1980s. Noncontributing Building.
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S5€eCTiod E.
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE °

The Proffit Historic District is significant under Criterion & at the lgcal
level as the most intact and most thoroughly documented historically black
community in Albemarle County, Virginia. Property was first bought in this area
by freed slave Ben Brown in 1871, with several houses built in the 1880s by
members of the Brown and Flanagan families who were former slaves on the nearby
Glen Echo plantation. Proffit is thus a rare survivor of the black communities
established in Albemarle County after the Civil War, but which have largely
disappeared or been rebuilt. The Evergreen Baptist Church, built by the local
black Baptist congregation in 1891, has remained a landmark notable for its place
in the religious life of Proffit’'s black community. In 1881 the village was
designated a stop on the Southern Railrcad, and Proffit grew to be a small but

thriving commercial and residential community with an integrated population.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Early Settlement Period (1730-1860)

Beginning in 1730, Thomas Carr of King William County began patenting
acreage on the western side of the Southwest Mountains along the north fork of
the Rivanna River. Within seven years he held 5,000 acres. Most of this
property passed to his son, John Carr, and then on to John Carr'’'s descendants
(Woods:159). John Minor, of Caroline County, patented nearby land along the
north fork in 1735 (Woods: 277) In the mid to late 1700s Carr and Minor
descendants settled the plantations of Glen Echo, Gale Hill, Bentivar and Red
Hills, which were carved out of these early patents and surround today’s
village of Proffit. Gale Hill was patented by John Minor, who married another

Carr descendant, Sara Carr (Carr: 26A). Their son, James Minor, built a house
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there in the 1770s, and also built the first mill on the river at the site now
calied Burnt Mills (Woods: 277; Minor: 14). Bentivar was owned by Garland NPS

Carr, who also owned Red Hills, which was subsequently the home of his son,
Dr. Francis (Frank) Carr. The house now on this property was built at Red
Hills arcund 1797 and enlarged in the 1820s (W. J. Eddins, National Register

of Historic Places Nomination for Red Hills: 1997).

Producing tobacco and, later, cereal grains, these farms were operated
with slave labor until the Civil War. Census records indicate that the number
of slaves owned by these antebellum planters was sizable. As typical examples,
in 1840 Daniel F. Carr at Bentivar owned 44 slaves; in 1860 his son William G.
Carr owned 62 and had four others in his group which were hired out from other
people. The same year, William G. Carr's first cousin, F. E. G. Carr, then at
Red Hills, had about 30 slaves, some of them also hired from other owners.
{1840 Census, Albemarle County: 101; 1860 Census, Albemarle County, Slave
Schedules: 41-42).

The area was served by several roads in the eijghteenth and nineteenth
centuries. The Buck Mocuntain Road was in use from the 1740s. The rocad crossed
the river at a ford where James Minor built his mill. Part of present Proffit
Reoad (Route 649) beginning somewhat north of the site of Bethel Church follows
the route of the Buck Mountain Read as it runs west. Mossing Ford Road was
first authorized by county road orders in 1783, and in 1811 James Minor was
appeinted overseer “of the rocad from the buck mountain road just below Francis
Birkheads through the red hills crossing the river at the broad mossing into
Charlottesville . . .* (Pawlett, Road Orders: 184; also pp. 4, 6, 225).

By the first quarter of the 1800s, the north fork of the Rivanna River
was used hoth for milling and transporting the products of these farms. In
1820 James and Richard Duke were operating the Rivanna Mills on the north fork

where James Minor had earlier started milling. This mill was owned by others










































