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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANGE

a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Founded by Thomas Jefferson in 1819,
the University of Virginia was one of the three achievements for
which he wished to be remembered, and both architecturally and
spiritually 1t is a fitting monument to his genlus.

As laid out by Jefferson, the "academlcal village" was
dominated by the Rotunda, a half-scale adaptation of the Pantheon
in Rome. Extending southward from the Rotunda on elther side of
the Lawn are the academic buildings, each row consisting of five
two«gtory pavilions in a variety of classical styles, linked by
one=story blocks behind Tuscan colonnades. Beyond the East and
West Lawn, as they are called, are located the single-story East
and West Ranges, used for student housing. The incomplete
guadrangle was rounded out in 1898 by the construction of three
buildings designed by Stanford White: Cabell Hall, the Rousa
Physical Laboratory, and the Mechanical Laboratory.

The univeraity has expanded far beyond the Llimits of
Jefferson's origlnal design, but in general the subsequent
construction has been in harmony witi the first bulldings.
Among other noteworthy structures are the Brooks Museum,
built in 1877-78, the Alderman Memorial Library; the Universit
Chapel, a Gothic-design structure completed in 1850; the
President's House, built in 1008 from a design by Stanford
White; Fayerweather Hall, erected in 1893; and the Monroe House,
a residence of James Monroe in the late 18th century.

b, BOUNDARIES: The Rotunda 1s located off Main Street on the
campue of the University of Virginia. It is bounded on the north
by University Avenue; on the south by Jefferson Park Avenue, on
the east by Hospital Road, on the west by McCormick Road.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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{ L I
Thomas Jefferson founded the University of Virginia in 1819 and
congidered it one of his three greatest achievements. Architecturally
and spiritually, it is a fitting monuwent to his genius. The Rotunda
dominates Jefferson's "academical village,” consisting of two rows

of academic bulldings, East and West Lawn, and two rows of one-story

student cottages, East and West Range.




Philip A. Bruce, History of the University of Virginia, 1819-1919;

the Lengthened Shadow of One Man (New York, 1920); Thomas P.

Abernethy, Historical Sketch of the University of Virginia

(Richmond, [1988/); Dumas Malone, "Thomas Jefferson," in
Dictionary of Amerlican Biography, Vol. X, pp. 17-3k4.
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ATIONAL REGISTER VERIEICATION =

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criterin and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
jevel of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is Included in the

National Regiater.
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Keeﬁer of The National Register
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