


7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent — deteriorated _X_ unaltered ~ _X original site N/A -
— good —  ruins —_ altered — . moved date

X_ fair —— unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Oakland Grove Presbyterian Church is situated on a wooded slope defined on the south
by State Route 696 and on the north by the Chesapeake and Ohioc Railroad with the Jackson
River beyond.

The rectangular, 30' x 40°, one-story church sits on a foundation of coursed rubble.
The walls are constructed of brick: the facade laid in Flemish bond and the remaining walls
laid in five-course American bond. A molded brick cornice runs beneath the eaves of the
gable rocf, which is covered with slate shingles.

The facade (north) retains its original single-paneled double doors framed by a five-
light transom. Hung-sash windows with 2/2 lights are found on all elevations. The sashes
probably replace earlier ones having smaller panes. The east and west entrances also were
bricked up, creating the present two-bay asymmetrical composition. Four double-paired win-
dows are found on the south elevation. A simple rear entrance provides access to an interior
gallery.

The interior is a single-space auditorium retaining its original wide-plank chestnut
floor. The room contains a center aisle formed by the placement of the original box-type,
scroll-arm pews. The gallery, supported by square columns, wraps around three sides of the
room and is reached by the rear stair.

The building has never been electrified; kerosene lamps continue to illuminate the
church.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The deed for the church property recorded in 18592 describes the property as, "being
the same on which said church now stands on the edge of the Covington and Lexington Turnpike
Road."” Oakland Church was then also bounded on the north by a spring and called the "Church
by the spring." 1In view of these historic boundaries, the nomination consists of one acre
including the church and fenced cemetery, which are still bordered by a stream on the north
and State Route 696 to the south.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

- prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture_X__ religion

——1400-14989 ____ archeology-historic — . conservation — law — sclence

— 1500~1599 ____ agriculture —__ economics — literature — . sculpture

—— 1600-1699 X architecture — education — military — social/

— 1700-1799 ___ art —-_engineering — music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 __ commerce — exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater

——— 1900 —_ communications — industry — politics/government __ transportation
— invention —-- other (specify}

Specific dates Ca. 1847 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

Oakland Grove Presbyterian Church is the oldest known ecclesiastical structure in
Alleghany County and isg popularly regarded as one of the county's chief historic land-
marks. Architecturally, the well-crafted but simple building is a representative example
of a small, mid-19th~century country church surviving with few alterations. Built ca.
1847, the church is also a reminder of the religious reawakening that oceurred in the 1840s
among Scotch-Irish Presbyterian settlers in the mountainous region of the state. The
building originally was erected as a mission of the Covington Presbyterian Church and
served as a Confederate hospital during the Civil War.

HTISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Oakland Grove may have been organized as early as 1834 but, according to local
historians, its official identity dates from 1847 when it began service as a mission of
Covington Presbyterian Church. The construction of the church building in that year
coincided with a religious reawakening among Presbyterians in the region. According to
the leading historian of Presbyterians in the South, six churches in the Montgomery
Presbytery enjoyed in this periocd "a few seasons of refreshing."l The revival was not
comparable to those of earlier years, but it indicated renewed interest in religion in
the area.

Although the majority of settlers in Alleghany County were of Scotch-Irish descent,
establishing permanent Presbyterian congregations proved difficult in this remote, mountainou
region. A formal organization took place in 1819, the year in which Covington was incor-
porated as a town. The earliest gravestone at Oakland Church also dates from that vear,
but it is unlikely that a church building stecod on the site at that time. The land then was
owned by the family of William Haynes, who later deeded a small part of their property to
‘the trustees of the Oakland Grove Church. The deed, recorded in 1859, specifically refers
to that land being the same "on which the said church now stands..."2

Originally, the church edifice faced the main road that ran from Clifton Forge to
Covington. However, with changes in both the railrcad and the highways, the building now
faces the railrocad and is reached only by a stairway below the present highway, now located
to the rear. Prior to the Civil War, the western line of the Virginia Central Railroad,
now the Chesapeake and Ohic, terminated near the Oakland Grove Church. Travelers had to
disembark there and continue their trips to such famous spas as White Sulphur and Hot Springs
by way of horseback or stagecoach.

Because of its convenient location on a river, a railroad, and a major east-west turn-
pike, Oakland Grove Church served as a Confederate hospital during the Civil War. 2 number
of soldiers were buried in its cemetery, including twelve members of a Tennessee Regiment
who served under Stonewall Jackson. The church's tiny graveyard became so crowded that
additional burial space had to be found on the neighboring Haynes plantation.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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name/titte Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff

organization Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission date  December 1980
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city ortown Richmond state Virginia 23219

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national X _ state — local

As the designated State Historlc Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property tor inclusion in the National Register and certity that it has been evaiuated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the eritage Conservation and Regreation Service.
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fitle virginia Historic Landmarks Commission | date tli o L il
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State Historic Preservation Officer signature
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Dakland Grove Presbyterian Church, Alleghany County, Virginia
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

(2) vVvirginia Historic Landmarks Commission Survey

1979 State
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219

8. SIGNIFICANCE

In 1871 Cakland Grove Church became
Presbytery. From it grew Presbyterian ch
in Alleghany County.

an independent congregation in the Montgomery
urches at Low Moor, Clifton Forge, and Rich Patch
Oakland Grove continues to hold special services for its members.

MTP/MM

1Ernest T, Thompson, presbyterians in the South. (Volume One, 1607-1861) Richmond,
1963),p. 466.

2A11eghany County Deed Book 6, p. 24 (1859).
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USGS 7.5 quadrangle {Scale 1:2/000)
Clifton Forge, VA 1962 (1979)

OAKLAND GROVE PRESBYTERTAN CHURCH,
Alleghany County, VA
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