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HISTORIC FUNCTIONS 

DOMESTIC 
single dwelling 
multiple dwelling 
hotel 

COMMERCE 
business 
professional 
organizational 
financial institution 
specialty store 
department store 
restaurant 
warehouse 

SOCIAL 
meeting hall 

GOVERNMENT 
city hall 
correctional facility 
fire station 
post office 

RECREATION AND CULTURE 
theater 
music facility 

AGRICULTURE 
processing 

HEALTH CARE 
medical business/office 

TRANSPORTATION 
rail-related 
road-related (vehicular) 
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FUNCTIONS 

DOMESTIC 
multiple dwelling 

COMMERCE 
business 
professional 
organizational 
financial institution 
specialty store 
department store 
restaurant 
warehouse 

GOVERNMENT 
city hall 
correctional facility 
post office 

RECREATION AND CULTURE 
museum 

LANDSCAPE 
parking lot 

TRANSPORTATION 
road-related (vehicular) 

VACANT / NOT IN USE 
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Greek Revival 
Gothic Revival 
Italianate 
Neoclassical 
Tudor Revival 
Spanish Eclectic 
Mission 
Art Deco 
International Style 

MATERIALS 

FOUNDATION: Brick 
Stone 
Concrete 

WALLS : Wood 
Brick 
Stone 
Metal 
stucco 
Asphalt 
Concrete 
Ceramic Tile 
Glass 
Synthetics 

ROOF : Metal 
Asphalt 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Clifton Forge Commercial Historic District is located in the 
city of Clifton Forge, Virginia. The district occupies 
approximately ten acres and encompasses the city's business 
district along Main and East Ridgeway streets. The historic 
architectural resources in the district include frame, brick, and 
concrete block commercial buildings dating to the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries as well as two railroad-related 
buildings, two theaters, two single-family residences, a post 
office, and several buildings of an industrial character. The 
commercial buildings in the district generally housed professional 
offices with apartments in the upper stories. The district 
contains seventy-two resources, fifty-seven of which (seventy-nine 
percent) are contributing. l 

TOPOGRAPHY 

The city of Clifton Forge occupies the terraces and slopes on the 
north side of the Jackson River three miles above its confluence 
with the Cowpasture River to form the James. The Clifton Forge 
Commercial Historic District extends across two terraces that are 
separated by Smith Creek. In its natural state the site of the 
district was characterized by uneven topography. As one 
commentator has noted, "It's hard to visualize the abysses, 
gulches, ravines and deep ditches that were in this town at one 
time, caused by the rains and snows from the mountains and the 

'A number of individuals inside and outside the Virginia 
Department of Historic Resources provided research and editorial 
assistance for this section of the nomination. Intradepartmental 
assistance was provided by John Wells. Assistance from outside the 
department was provided by Carol Davis, Clifton Forge Clerk of 
Court, and Rose Rizer, former Deputy Commissioner of Revenue, who 
provided archival assistance; Russel B. Smith, 11, and Russel B. 
Smith, -III 7 h o  p r o d d e d - e a r 1 w . n  Furgeckw-directories; the 
late Jefferson Randolph Kean, Archivist of the c&O Historical 
Society; Margaret Berry, Business Manager of the C&O Historical 
Society; and the Clifton Forge Public Library, which made its 
historic photo archives available. 
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swollen streams of Dry Creek and Smith Creek.n2 The earliest part 
of the district (the town of Williamson) developed to the east of 
Smith Creek on relatively level ground. By the early twentieth 
century Smith Creek had been bridged by Main and East Ridgeway 
Streets, and its character as a topographical barrier diminished. 

ANTEBELLUM AND EARLY POSTBEL- 

During the early nineteenth century the James River and Kanawha 
Valley Turnpike passed along the north side of the Jackson River, 
where it was paralleled in the 18508 by the tracks of the Virginia 
Central Railroad (later acquired by the Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railroad). Beginning in the 1850s the original town of Clifton 
Forge (then known as Williamson) developed in the narrow strip of 
ground between the railroad tracks and the river. This earliest 
section of the city contained the three-story frame McCurdy Hotel 
(built about 1880), one- and two-story frame houses and stores, and 
at least one log house.3 As the rest of the city developed, this 
section degenerated into a saloon district referred to as "the 
Boweryn and by the mid-twentieth century it had been leveled. 

1880s DEVELOPMENT: MAIN S m  

In 1878 the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad built a roundhouse at 
Williamson's Station which soon led to the incorporation of Clifton 
~ o r g e . ~  Lots were laid out along the present Main, Church, and 
Pine streets on the north side of the tracks. The 600, 700, and 
800 blocks of Main Street, contained in the district, developed as 
the principal commercial area of the young town during the 1880s. 

'~lizabeth H. Corron, sifton Forae. V l r w  . . .  (Clifton Forge: 
Alleghany Publishers, 1971), p. 50. 

3n0verhead view of C&O station/Gladys Inn, original 
roundhouse, shops and yard area of Clifton Forge, Virginia, circa 
1888." Historic photograph in the collections of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Historic&l- Society; cliftorrForg~ -Va. A 

'~homas W. Dixon, Jr., Chesaneake & Ohio Alleahenv S u b d i v k b  
(Alderson, W. Va.: The Chesapeake and Ohio Historical Society, 
1985), p. 100. 
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The two-story frame houses and store buildings built on Main Street 
between 1880 and 1890 represent the earliest surviving resources in 
the district. Three gable-fronted stores date to this period: the 
altered Hawkins Brothers Store (708 Main Street) built around 1886, 
the James A. Ford Store (800 Main Street), and the altered store 
building at 804 Main Street. In their original form the Hawkins 
and Ford stores had large display windows, ornate wooden balconies, 
Greek Revival pedimented window heads, and weatherboarded 
pedimented gables. The Ford store retains its balcony, gable, and 
window detailing. BY 1891 the Hawkins store had been acquired by 
Dr. Robert S. Wiley who had built a two-story frame residence next 
to it (704 Main). The Wiley House combines Italianate and Gothic 
Revival ornamental elements such as sawn bargeboards, elaborately 
sawn and molded door and window trim, and round-arched panels in 
the front door. 

POST-1890 DEVELOPMENT: CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO RAILROAD CONSTRUCTION 

In 1890 the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad consolidated its various 
shop facilities at a site on the Jackson River approximately a mile 
west of Clifton Forge. This resulted in the formation of a 
secondary commercial and residential district closer to the shops 
known as West Clifton Forge. In the words of one observer, "There 
were two towns at the time as everything had gone west. But 
gradually, as the years went by things began to come back toward 
the old town.n5 In all probability, the mountainous topography of 
Clifton Forge and its immediate environs contributed most to the 
continued vitality of the established sections of Clifton Forge. 
The steep hillsides adjacent to the new Chesapeake and Ohio shops 
constrained development. Nearer the original town were the 
relatively level terraces along Smith Creek and the flat plateau 
above the town on its north side, both areas more suitable for 
domestic development. The fact that these areas were further 
removed from the shops and the attendant noise and smoke probably 
made them more attractive to prospective home buyers. 
Consequently, the extensive residential areas that were laid out 
about 1890 adjacent to the original town of Clifton Forgeensured 
that Main Street and, slightly later, East Ridgeway Street would 
remain the focus of commercial development in the growing city. 

- - - P - -- - - -- .- - --- - - 

5~orron, p. 30. Corron is quoting from a manuscript entitled 
llRecollections of Judge George K. Andersonn (1923). 
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Following the relocation of its shops to the west of town, the 
Chesapeake and Ohio in 1896 constructed the Freight Depot south of 
the 700 block of Main Street at approximately the location of the 
earlier roundhouse. The long, narrow, one-story, gable-roofed 
structure with bracketed overhanging eaves and segmental-arched 
door and window openings features gable-end recessed brick panels 
which define a central pilaster and decorative stepping under the 
eaves. 

In 1893 the Chesapeake and Ohio facilitated construction of the 
railroad YMCA which was located on the south side of East Ridgeway 
Street, just west of the intersection with Roxbury Street. Since 
demolished, the 2 1/2 story frame YMCA had sophisticated Queen Anne 
styling with wood shingle siding, multiple gables with half timber 
detailing, and a four-story tower with an observation deck under a 
pyramidal roof. In 1893 the railroad built a large frame hotel, 
the Gladys Inn/Depot beside and just to the west of the YMCA (The 
Gladys Inn, like the YMCA, was demolished during the mid-twentieth 
Century.). Finally, in 1906 the railroad constructed the Office 
Building which survives at the southwest end of the district (VDHR 
Site No. 105-15). The two-story weatherboarded frame structure has 
a hipped roof with bracketed eaves and pedimented dormers. Thus, 
by 1906 the Chesapeake and Ohio has located three important 
buildings of public function at the southeast end of the district. 
The three buildings apparently provided stimulus for the 
development of East Ridgeway Street. The timing of this 
development is suggested by the fact that the Sanborn Maps for 
Clifton Forge did not depict East Ridgeway Street until 1907. 

1890s DEVELOPMENT: MAIN S w  

Commercial development during the early 1890s centered near Smith 
Creek on the west side of the original town. In 1891 E. U. 
Nettleton, a lumber dealer and developer based in Covington, built 
what was then the town's largest and finest commercial block, the 
three-story Nettleton Building (520-524 Main Street; demolished). 
The Nettleton Building had a brightly painted cast iron facade 
characterized by tiers of paired pilasters and terminated by a 
corniccvitk triangular signage plaques and urnlike finials. A 
year later the Nettleton Building was matched by the Carpenter, 
Moody & Company Building which stands across Smith Creek at 504 
Main Street. The two-story Carpenter, Moody & Company Building has 
cast iron detailing identical to that of the former Nettleton 
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mail-order architect George F. Barber in 1898.' Barber probably 
provided plans and a front elevation drawing for the Pendletons and 
may also have sent them prefabricated milled ornament for the 
building's parapet. The parapet of the W. W. Pendleton Building 
incorporates turned knobs and ring-like appliques, sawn brackets, 
scalloped borders, and Eastlake-inspired sunburst motifs. 

Two other early commercial buildings on the street that are of 
particular interest are the buildings at 434 and 419 East Ridgeway 
Street. These buildings are of concrete block construction and 
exploit the decorative possibilities of the material. The three- 
story street front of the building at 434 East Ridgeway Street uses 
rock-faced blocks that alternate with smooth blocks at the outer 
edges of the facade creating an effect similar to quoining. The 
blocks of the top course under the pressed metal cornice are molded 
so that they form a running scroll interspersed with floral motifs. 
The one-story building at 419 East Ridgeway Street has a rock-faced 
block parapet, side piers, and curbs under the display windows. 
The parapet has a cornice supported by corbeled blocks. The 
building at 419 East Ridgeway Street housed Rule V. Van Horn's 
marbleworks in 1907. 

EARLY TWENTIETH-CENTURY DEVELOPMENT: FRYE & CHEST- 

During the first decade of the twentieth century a number of large 
commercial buildings were constructed at the heart of the district 
in the vicinity of the three-way intersection of Main Street, East 
Ridgeway Street, and Commercial Avenue. Three of these buildings-- 
the 1904 Carpenter & Boxley Office Building (507 East Main Street; 
demolished), the 1905 Alleghany Building (505-511 East Ridgeway 
Street), and the 1905 Masonic Theatre (510 Main Street)--were 
designed by the Lynchburg architectural firm of Frye 61 Chesterman. 
The Masonic Theatre and the Alleghany Building utilize buff-colored 
brick and assorted classical elements in their facades; the 
Carpenter 61 Boxley Office Building was also classically detailed 
and was probably constructed of buff-colored brick. Near these 
buildings are three or four smaller Neoclassical buildings 
constructed of buff-colored brick that may also have been designed 
by Frye & Chesterman. Together, in their unaltered original state, 
these buildings created a- stylistic Uni+thatextended over three 
city blocks. 
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Building, and evidence suggests that it too originally had a 
polychromatic facade treatment. 

The Nettleton and Carpenter, noody & Company buildings were 
designed by E. R. Green of Clifton Forge, who also designed the 
former J. C. Carpenter Opera House Building that stood at 512 
Church Street.6 Green appears to have relied heavily on the stock 
cast iron detailing available from national building supply 
wholesalers of the period. Another individual who had an influence 
on the early architecture of Clifton Forge was Andrew Jackson 
Acord, who settled in Clifton Forge in 1879. According to one 
account, Acord built 183 houses in the Clifton Forge area between 
1879 and 1894, a figure that probably includes some of the earlier 
commercial buildings in the city. Acord s lumberyard and mill 
were located on Church Street at the northern corner of the 
district. A third important early builder was Edward P. Fisher, 
who arrived in Clifton Forge from Brooklyn, New York, in 1890. 
Initially Fisher built bridges for the city, but for most of the 
1890s he concentrated on building constr~ction.~ In addition to 
Green, Acord, and Fisher, a half dozen or so carpenters worked in 
Clifton Forge at any given time. 

1890s DEVELOPMENT: EAST RIDGEWAY ST- 

The C&O Development Company, formed around 1890, acquired the area 
to the southwest of the original town and laid out lots along East 
Ridgeway Street. Louis and Henrietta Sachs built a two-story brick 
commercial building at 408 East Ridgeway in 1891 but otherwise 
development along the street was sporadic until the first decade of 
the twentieth century. 

One of the first buildings erected on East Ridgeway Street in 
response to the railroad's activities was the W. W. Pendleton 
Building, the present Chesapeake and Ohio Archives (312 East 
Ridgeway Street). Pendleton, who with his brother ran a general 
merchandise business, commissioned the building from Knoxville 

- 4~ohn-~ells, unpublishect research on Virginia architects. 

7~orron, p. 37. 

%bid, pp. 49-50. 
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Edward Graham Frye (1870-1942) developed a substantial 
architectural practice in Lynchburg during the 1890s. Frye was 
conversant in most of the popular turn-of-the-century styles, but 
a common denominator in his work was the use of buff-colored brick, 
of which he is said to have been particularly fond.'' In 1902 
Frye associated with Aubrey Chesterman (1874-1937) and together 
Frye & Chesterman designed many important institutional buildings 
in Lynchburg during the first decade of the twentieth century. The 
firm also expanded into other western Virginia cities such as 
Roanoke and Clifton Forge.ll Both Clifton Forge and Lynchburg 
were major hubs on the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad, and the 
business elites of the two cities may have been in collaboration on 
development projects, thereby providing contacts for Frye & 
Chesterman in Clifton Forge. 

Frye & Chesterman's buildings in Clifton Forge are distinctive 
because of their extensive use of buff-colored brick; presumabl 
the material was shipped by rail to the city from Lynchburg. 1% 
The buildings are also characterized by raised quoining at corners 
and at major facade divisions, by pressed-metal modillion cornices 
at the parapet level, and by pressed-metal cornices with triglyphs, 
paterae, or other classical elements at the division between the 
first and second stories. In the probable Frye & Chesterman 
building at 508 Main Street the second-story facade is rusticated 
with narrow recessed bands similar to those forming the individual 
blocks of the quoining on the other buildings. On the 1905 J. C. 
Carpenter & Company Building (314 commercial Avenue), the Virginia 
Western Power Company Building (439 Ridgeway Street) of about: 1913, 
and the 1907 Clifton Forge Presbyterian Church (105-14; located 
outside the district), all of which are attributable to Frye & 

l0s. Allen Chambers, 4ynchbura. An Architectural &torv 
(Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1981), pp. 317, 
337. 

12Another possible source for the brick would be Covington, 
where two brickyards operated during the early twentieth century. 
Hmfeverj-olrly --one ma jordowntoam-eovinqtorr-imkHinq was-co~rstracted 
of buff-colored brick during the early twentieth century (the 
former Covington High School), suggesting Covington was not the 
source. Apparently no brickyard operated in Clifton Forge during 
the period. 
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Chesterman, ornate wood and cast concrete cartouches appear in 
archways, parapets and elsewhere on the facades. Similar detailing 
appears on Frye & Chesterman buildings of the period in 
Lynchburg. 13 

TURY DEVELOPMENT: FRYE &aSTERMAN: MASONIC: 
THEA-- 

The grandest of Frye & Chesteman's buildings in the city is the 
1905 Masonic Theatre (510 Main Street; 105-6). The three-story 
building was constructed for $40,000 and contained offices and a 
performance hall in the first two stories, the meeting rooms of the 
Low Moor Lodge No. 166 on the third story, and a furniture 
warehouse in the basement.14 The rich Neoclassical detailing of 
the exterior also characterizes the interior spaces of the 
building, most notably in the cove-ceilinged lobby and the 
performance hall with its enriched proscenium. The facade of the 
theater is similar in its composition to that of the Lynchburg 
Academy of Music designed by Frye & Chesterman during the same 
period. l5 

Also imposing, but less finely detailed, is the three-story 1905 
Alleghany Building, which faces the Masonic Theatre across the 
intersection of Main and East Ridgeway streets. The Alleghany 
Building was built by the Alleghany Construction Company (successor 
to A. J. Acordls lumberyard and construction firm) as its office 
building and as rental commercial and apartment space. The second- 
story offices are reached by a wide staircase rising from the 
street and are served by a hallway with pressed-metal-sheathad 
walls and ceilings. The basement, originally used by a wholesale 
grocer, has the character of an undercroft with interior load- 
bearing walls regularly broken by broad archways (now bricked up). 

The Alleghany Building represents the only surviving example of a 
building type that was formerly more common in Clifton Forge. The 
1891 Nettleton Building and the 1904 Carpenter & Boxley Building, 
both now demolished, and the Alleghany Building were built by 

13~ambelg, pp. 376, 376; 

14wells. 

15chambers, p. 376. 
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leading construction and development firms and featured banks as 
their principal street-level tenants. The Alleghany Building's 
principal early tenant was the Clifton Forge National Bank, which 
was presumably connected financially to the Alleghany Construction 
Company. Through their scale and the importance of the activities 
carried out in them, these buildings dominatedthe commercial life 
of turn-of-the-century Clifton Forge. 

The majority of the early-twentieth-century commercial buildings 
built in Clifton Forge were the work of local contractors. In 1914 
the Dixie Lumber Company (based at the Acord/Alleghany Construction 
Company mill) and L. A. Emswiler were listed as contractors and 
building material suppliers specializing in house construction. 
other contractors and builders of the period included W. R. Haynes, 
F. M. Reynolds, J. C. Downer and F. C. Hart. Two other 
contractors, S. R. Wickline and Major Brothers, specialized in 
concrete work. Only one architect advertised himself as a resident 
of the city: Lee Persinger, who worked out of a second-story 
off ice on East Ridgeway Street. l" 

By the 1920s Clifton Forge contractors and building material 
suppliers had experienced a near total turnover. In 1924 Deaton & 
Linkenhoker and Eugene Mathews & Company were listed as building 
material suppliers, and J. W. Evans, L. W. Ferrier, A. J. Hicks, F. 
M. Reynolds, and W. H. Smith, Jr. were listed as contractors and 
builders.17 During the 1910s and 1920s the firm of Carpenter & 
Major Brothers & Company, Inc. advertised itself as a general 
contractor specializing in railway and highway construction. 18 
J. C. Carpenter, Jr. of the firm was also an associate of Roanoke 
business leader and political figure W. W. Boxleyig As Carpenter & 
Boxley the two engaged in railroad construction. 

16A. B. Davies, DaviesQ Directorv. Clifton Forae 
1914 (Clifton Forge, Va.: A. B. Davies, 1914.) 

"A. B. Davies, Davies1 Citv Directorv. Clifton Forae. 
Viruinia for 1924 (Clifton Forge: A. B. Davies, 1924.) 

"~avies, 1914 and 1924. 














































































