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The Wigwam is a complex of two frame one and-a-half  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s  
s e t  a t  r i g h t  ang les  t o  one ano the r .  I t  is  be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  r e a r  e l l  was 
b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and the  f r o n t  s e c t i o n ,  w i th  i t s  
l a r g e r  windows and i n t e r i o r  re f inements ,  was added i n  t h e  e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h  
cen tu ry .  The f r o n t  bLock has  l a r g e  nine-over-nine s a s h  windows on i t s  
f ive-bay  f r o n t  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  double  door en t r ance  f e a t u r i n g  s i d e  l i g h t s  
and a  transom, both  us ing  two rows of  panes. The porch has  a simple gable  
roof  supported by s l e n d e r  turned p o s t s .  The two wide i n t e r i o r  end chimney: 
c o n t r a s t  w i th  t h e  two l a r g e r  and deeper  end chimneys on the  r e a r  e l l  
whose dormers and windows conform more i n  s i z e  and shape t o  those  of  the  
e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  

17. DESCRIPTION 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  e l l  has  been a l t e r e d  but  the  f r o n t  block r e t a i n s  
much o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  woodwork. The c e n t r a l  h a l l  f e a t u r e s  a simple s t a i r  
w i th  r e c t a n g u l a r  b a l u s t e r s  and a squa re  newel pos t .  There a r e  a  s e r i e s  
of panels  above t h e  h a n d r a i l  on t h e  s t a i r  w a l l  d imin i sh ing  i n  he igh t  a s  
t h e  s t a i r  ascends which g i v e s  a n  exaggerated pe r spec t ive .  The south  room 
has a  paneled dado and d e n t i l e d  c o r n i c e ,  and t h e  chimney b r e a s t  has  two 
f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  panel ing  which, i n  tu rn ,  is 
d iv ided  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  by a  s i n g l e  p i l a s t e r .  The mantel i n  t h e  no r th  room 
on t h e  second f l o o r  has  a r c h i t r a v e  framing w i t h  a s i n g l e  l a r g e  panel  
above i t  topped by a c o r n i c e  s h e l f .  The c l o s e t  doors  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h  
chimney b r e a s t  a r e  p laced  s o  n e a r  t h e  f i r e p l a c e  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  
frames of t h e  doors  a r e  i n t e r c e p t e d  by t h e  c o r n i c e  s h e l f  and t h e  molding 
i s  n o t  cont inued below t h e  s h e l f .  This  personal  touch i n  des ign  when 
combined w i t h  t h e  s t a i r ,  and t h e  unusual  c e n t r a l  p i l a s t e r  motif  on the  
downsta i rs  mantels  g i v e s  a Mannerist  f e e l i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s .  

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

Most of t h e  i n t e r i o r  p a n e l i n g  has  been sanded down t o  i ts  n a t u r a l  f i n i s h ,  
and a  crude archway has  been c u t  which l e a d s  from t h e  h a l l  i n t o  the  south  
room. 
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wig>am w a s  t h e  home of  Governor William Branch Gi l e s  (L762-1830). G i l e s  
was a member of  t h e  United S t a t e s  House of Representa t ives  from 1790 t o  
1798 and served  a s  a United S t a t e s  Senator  from 1804 t o  1815. While 
Senator ,  he l ed  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  P r e s i d e n t  James Madison's p o l i c i e s  
dur ing  t h e  War o f  1812. He became Governor o f  V i r g i n i a  i n  1827 and 
served a s  a member o f  t h e  convention t h a t  r e v i s e d  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  
V i rg in i a  i n  1830. 

. . 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t~ i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  is a l s o  noted 
f o r  i t s  i n t e r i o r  woodwork. 
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