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Set back from State Route 609 on a small but conspicuous knoll in the farmlands of
Amelia County, Grub Hill Church is a well-preserved example of vernacular Gothic Revival
architecture., The church is a rectangular, one-story, gable-roof structure in four-
course American bond. The entrance front, located on the west end of the building, has
two doorways, each retaining its original raised Gothic paneled doors, 1In the transom
-area is a similar Gothic panel, Each doorway is encased by a simple architrave,

Between the doorways in the center of the facade is a double-hung, pointed-arched window
of diamond_ panes, with wood paneling filling the triangle formed at the top of the arch.
A brick string course runs above the dporway and frames the top third of the central
window. The corners of the church are delineated by brick buttresses with pinnacles
featuring insets in the form of a cross. A wooden cornice lines the gable,

Identical in appearance, the north and south sides consist of three bays with
double-hung, diamond-pane windows framed by a string course matching that found on the
west elevation. The east elevation contains a simple rear entrance and a small storage
area, lighted by a window similar to those on the sides. The rear extension is covered
by a shed rocof. A wooden cornice like that found on the west elevation completes the
rear composition. On either side of the church is found the cemetery, surrounded by a
cast~iron fence erected in the 1870s.

The interior of the church remains in an excellent state of preservation and
contains original furnishings that date from the time of the consecration in 1852, The
scrolled end pews are original, as is the gallery in the rear. The reredos and triptych
were carved for the church in 1870, and the baptismal font is dated 1858. The sanctuary
retains its original carpeting. Electrical lighting fixtures were installed recently
and are the only modern convenience.
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Grub Hill Church is a significant example of a small rural parish church. that has
survived in a relatively unaltered state of preservation. Located in the farmlands of
Amelia County, the church is a vernacular interpretation of the Gothic Revival, as it
had become popularized in ecclesiastical architecture by the middle of the 19th century.

The building was consecrated on June 4, 1852, by the Episcopal Bishop William Meade
as St. John's Church, Grubhill. "Grub Hill" is an antiquated place name derived from
the "Grub Hill" slave quarters of the Tabb family, who gave the land for the building
of an Episcopal church. A wooden church  was erected on the site in 1762, torn down,
and replaced by the present edifice in 1852. The church, although fronted on the west,
is approached from the east, the road in front of the church having fallen into disuse.

Both the interior and exterior of the church remain unaltered, the interior provid-
ing a complete picture of the rural church in the 19th century. Of note is the sanctuary
area which contains #ts original furnishings, including a triptych, the work of the
carver “H. Jacob™ completed in 1870. Jacob also carved the church furniture, having
signed the sanctuary chairs. A servants' gallery remains inm place in the rear of the
church, Although the church is used sparingly and only for summer services, the
cemetery continues to serve the Amelia Grub Hill community.
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