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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Farmer House is a handsome, early 19th-century dwelling set in the rolling
farmlands of western Amelia County near the Nottoway and Prince Edward county lines.
A two-story, five-bay structure on a high Flemish-bond brick basement, the house has
exterior end chimneys, also built in Flemish bond, with two sets of stepped weatherings
and flared caps. The windows have molded sills and 9/9 sash on the first floor, while
6/6 sash are used on the second floor. On the front (south) is an original pedimented
porch with four slender piers, a round railing, and a flush-boarded tympanum. Original
framing exists for an elliptical vaulted porch ceiling, but the plaster was never
installed. The whole is clad with beaded weatherboards and covered with a gable roof
trimmed with a plain box cornice. Remnants of a brick ground gutter survive.

The Farmer House has a standard I-house plan with a sipngle room on either side of
a central stair-passage. The"plan is unusual, however, in that there is also-a winder
stair in the east room providing the only access to an east chamber whlch is completely
separated from the other second-floor rooms.

The house retains all of its original trim. Throughout the first floor, the doors
have six recessed panels with panels of vertical reeding on the reverse. In the east
chamber, flush wainscoting with a reeded cap is carried around the room. The mantel
consists of symmetrically molded pilasters supporting entablature blocks with banda of
vertical reeding recessed within a panel, a molded shelf, and a central tablet with
an elliptical sunburst.

The passage contains the open-string stair featuring a square newel, three square
balusters to a tread, a round banister, and sawn brackets with gouged quarter fans.
Wainscoting similar to that in the east room is used here,

The large west room is the most elaborate in the house. The mantel has symmetri-
cally molded pilasters with unusually treated vertical ellipses on the entablature
blocks and 2 central tablet with a bulging elliptical sunburst framed in a panel with
corner fans. The shelf has a punch-and-dentil molding, and the surround has a delicate
guilloche interlace. There is a molded cornice; applied-mold, raised- -panel wain~
scoting with a symmetrically molded cap; and a plaster ceiling border with quadrant

cCOTrners.

The second-floor mantels are plainer with pilasters supporting reeded entablature
blocks and tablets and elaborately molded shelves. The pilasters in the west chamber
are fluted, while those in the east chamber are symmetrically molded. The frieze is taller
in the latter chamber, the shelf has a dentil base molding, and the mantel has original

marbleizing.

Two early outbuildlngs survive. A square frame smokehouse with a gable roof stands
just nmortheast of the house, while several hundred yards southeast of the house is a
gable-end-opening barn, Both appear to be original.
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—1700-1798 —ART _-ENGINEERING ZMusic __THEATER
X 1800-1899 —_COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —_TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

_INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1820-235 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE : :
The Farmer House is a large frame I-house set in the rolling farmlands of western

Amelia County. Built ca. 1820-25, it is distinguished for its unusual plan variant,
handsome brickwork, elaborate trim, and remnants of original painted decoration.

Charles Farmer first purchased land in the area in 1807, when he bought 233 acres
from John and Polly W. Mottley. Eleven years later he increased his holding to 366
acres, with the addition of more Mottley lands.

The first land tax books to list buildings separately, those for 1820, charge
Farmer with $1300 worth of buildings. The next year, the valuation was increased to
$1700 with the notation "New building added". This sum seems too small an amount to
account for the present house. At Charles Farmer's death in 1822, the property was
bequeathed to his brother Nelson, of Chesterfield County, and that year s buildings
value increase to $2500 is unannotated. Nelson obviously continued to develop the
holding, and it is likely that the ultimate increase to $3000 by 1825 does account for
the construction of the present house and outbuildings. At any rate, there was no
further change in the valuation of the property during Nelson Farmer's tenure.

The Farmers built an I-house, a two-story, center-passage, single-pile dwelling.
The I-house appeared in large numbers in the Virginia countryside in the second quarter
of the 19th century, reflecting both the higher expectations and the expanded economic
power of comfortably situated (but not wealthy) planters of Middle Virginia in the
opening years of the 19th century. A product of the adoption into tradition of 18th-
century ideas of house planning and morphology, I-houses spread south and west from
Virginia and the Middle Atlantic States and constitute Virginia's most significant
contribution to the material folk culture of the Middle West. The Farmer House is an
unusual variant in its use of a second stair to a separate second-floor chamber, an
individualization of an otherwise standard house plan. :

In 1847 Nelson Farmer willed to his somn, Charles W., all of the property with the

exception of a mill and a cotton gin, left to both Charles and his sister, Mary, to
share. Farmers owned the house until recently, when it was purchased by Richard J. Aubry.
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The gczElBeBé:‘gLe %%HB??EPnESC&PT'meer House property is bounded by a line beginning at a

point at the edge of the tree line approximately 550' ENE of the house; thence extending
approximately 700' SSW, crossing field and entering wooded area; thence extendmg
approximately 850' WNW, crossxng open area, drive, and entering wooded area; thence
extending approximately 700' NNE, across open area to E edge of wooded area; thence
extending approximately 800' ESE across field to point of origin. '
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Offtcer for the National Historic Presewatlon Act of 1968 {Public Law 89 665}, |
hereby nominate thls property for inclusign lh the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
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- Farmer fiuss, Azelia County, Va.
- Floor Flans.:--S¢ale: 1'=10 o
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FARMER HOUSE, AMELIA






