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1. Name 
hirtorlc GEDDES 

andlor common GEDDES 

2. Location 
> f< 

street 6 number '- 700 N h  not for publication 

city, town Clifford v^ ' L XX - vicinity of - 
state Virginia code 51 county Amherst code 009 

3. Classification - 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district - public X occupied - agr~culture -museum 
& buildlng(s) 3 private - unoccupied -commercial park 
-structure -both -work in progress - educatlonal private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment -religious 
- object - in process yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yea: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
N/A - no - military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Mrs. Jane Claiborne Calkins 

street & number N/A - 

city, town Clifford X X  vicinity of state Virginia 24533 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds. etc. hherst mty ~ u r t h o u s e  

street 6 number I(/A ' 

city, town Aherst state V==a 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys (2) (see cont imat ion Sheet #1) 
(1) Virginia Histor ic  Laxharks CamLission 
title surv&Y has this property bean determined eligible? -yes no 

date Septenber 1980 -federal x- state -county -local 

depository for survey records 221 Govanor S t ree t  

city, town R i c W  state Virginia 23219 



Condition Check one Check one - excellent - deteriorated unaltered 2 original site 
- good - ruins -altered -moved date NIA 
X fair - unexposed 

Doscribe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
S r n Y  DESCRIPTION 

Geddes stands in a shallow valley amidst open fields and pastures that  provide the 
house with panormic views of the Blue Ridge h t a i n s  to the north. Long referred to 
as the oldest house i n  Amherst County by area residents, Geddes i s  an important mrvivirig 
9 l e  of frame construction dating £ran the 18th century. Typical of rrany small 
18th-century dwellings, the house was enlarged during the early 19th century, giving 
the building its elongated appearance and creating the present center ha l l  plan. 

DETAILED ARCHITECI'URAL AFULYSIS 

The l+story, single-pile, hipped roof fraroe house was built in several stages 
between the third quarter of the 18th century and mid-19th century with only slight 
d i f i c a t i o n s  made to the b u i l d i q  since that the. The earl iest  portion of the house 
consists of the two east  roans, with the hall  and west roan added by the earlv 19th cenfxry. 
Within a few years, the snall roan n w  on the west end was joined to  the house. In the 
mid-19th century the front and rear porches were constructed and a shed-roof frame ell 
was added t o  the northeast corner of the house. 

The dwelling of post and beam construction sits on a randan rubble foundation,the 
house sheathed in plain riven and sawn weatherboards dating £ran the early 19th century. 
Orieinally covered w i t h  a d - s k i r g l e  roof, the present standing seam metal roof was 
added in the 20th century. A box cornice outlines the perimeter of the roof l ine.  In- 
terior brick chimneys r i s e  above the hause. Tne east chimey i s  L-shaped consisting of 
a corbeled brick cap above a stone base. The snaller chimey on the w e s t  erad is canposed 
entirely of brick and abuts the m e y  in the west addition creating rhe present T-shaped 
appearance. 

Tne n!ain entrance located on the south elevation consists of double recessed rec- 
targular paneled doors crowned by a three-light transan. A single door is located directly 
opposite on the north elevation. Cross-gable porches which appear to  have been added 
contaporaneously in the mid-19th century shelter the front and rear entrances. The 
south (front) porch is three bays wide w i t h  beaded boxed posts supporting a cross-gable 
r h .  The building's cornice wraps around the gable end to create a pediment. A diizmnd 
shaped window w i t h  architrave t r i m  embellishes the W t .  The north (rear) porch is 
four bays wide with a snall  m a t  roan bu i l t  into the west bay. Tapered d posts support 
a cross-gable roanwith a six/six double-hqg window centered in the gable end. 

Fenestration thraughout the main block consists of six/nine double-hmg sash flanked 
by louvred shutters. Gabled darmers on both the xlorth and south slopes of the roof 
light the a t t i c  story. 

Tne interior  displays a center hall plan created by the addition of the hall  and 
west roans t o  the original structwe.  A t  the time the addition was made ca. 1800, the 
interior was retrirrmed. All of the f i rs t - f loor  rocms have their early 19th-catxry 
plaster walls and pine floors, beaded baseboards, chair r a i l s ,  and quirk ovolo architrave 
trim a t  door and windaJ openings. Most of the doors have s ix  recessed rectangular panels 
with carpenter locks, however, three 18th-century raised panel doors are located in the 
additions. The doors and s t a i r  &bit early feather gaining. 

(See Co+imat ion Sheet $/I) 



8 .  Siclnif icance 

Period Armas of Slgnificanc.--Check and justify -low 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 2 architecture -education - military - social1 
iL 1700-1799 - art -engineering - music humanitarian 
_X 1800-1899 - commerce -IC exploration/settlement - philosophy -theater 
- 190G -communications -Industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

S p ~ c l f i c  dates Late 18th - Md-lgth BuiidmrIArchltect &h bse 
S1atmment of s~mifkancG- parmarapk) 

Geddes, a vernacular late-Colonial frame building, has survived virtually intact 
since an early 19th-century enlargement. The oldest portion of the house was buil t  
ca. 1762 for Hugh Rose, the third son of Acglican cl- and diarist Robert Rose, 
to whan the house is traditionally attributed. A mil i t ia  colonel who represented Amherst 
County both in the f ie ld  and in the General A s s d l y  during the Revolution, Hugh Rose 
i s  best remwbered as the friend of 'Emas Jefferson who looked af ter  Jefferson's family 
a t  Geddes during the British raid on Charlottemille in 1781. The umsual form of the 
house, created by the early 19th-century addition of the ha l l  and two w e s t  roans, was the 
work of Rose descendants, who have continued to  own the Geddes property to  the present. 
The house with i t s  dist inct  aura of antiquity, i s  one of Amherst County's f e w  buildings 
dating £run the Colonial period. 

HISTOWc4L E!AmxmllI 

In 1744, the Reverend Robert Rose patented a large t ract  of land in what was then 
Albanarle County and i s  m Amherst County, Virginia. Parson Rose was an active Anglican 
clergyman wSlo had served the Tidewater parish of St .  Anne's i n  Essex County before 
mving his f d l y  t o  Albm-arle in 1748. One of his  mst valuable legacies t o  posterity 
is a detailed diary kept for  three years between 1746 and 1751 describing the l i f e  and 
times of the mid-cantwry Virginia colony. Aside from his priest ly h t i e s ,  Parson Rose 
was indefatigable as an amateur physician, lawyer, landholder, and inventor. He settled 
his  family i n  present day lJelson County a t  the confluence of the Tye and Piney rivers 
on a plantation he called Bear Garden. Amxlg his other other holdiqgs in the area was 
the t ract  la ter  to  be IU-IC~J~ as the Geddes plantation. 

Parson Rose died in 1751 while on a v i s i t  to ESdzmsd and is buried in the church- 
yard of St.  Jotm's Clmrch. His wil l ,  recorded in W i l l  Book One of Altxmarle C m t y  , 
instructs h i s  widow t o  have "cmenient  houses built" for  each of h i s  sons' estates i n  
the area. HL@I Rose (1743-1795), his thrid son, was al lot ted the Geddes t ract .  k c h i -  
tectural evidence suggests that the oldest portion of the Geddes house was probably 
buil t  in the 1760s, perhaps follawing Hugh Rose's marriage in 1761 to  Caroline Matilda 
Jordan. 

Hugh Rose was mvmg Amherst County's xmre praninent citizens. Ke served as a vestry- 
man of i t s  parish and as a colonel in its mil i t ia  during the Revolution. &tries in his 
account book as well as county tax records indicate that Hugh Rose amssed a considerable 
f o r m .  He also represented Anherst County in the Virginia Assembly of 1780-81. His 
friends included Thanas Jefferson who wrote in January of 1781 that  he took his family 
to Colonel Hugh Rose's hane in Amherst during Tarleton's ra id  of Charlottesville. Jefferson 

(See Contirution Sheet 1/21 
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9. Major Bibliographical References (See Cont inuat ion  Sheet j13) 

A l b a m r l e  C c e r n t y , W i l l  Book One, 1751. 
Amherst h t v .  Deed Books I. L. M. X. - - ~  -~ - , -. ~. 
Amherst ht$; Land Tax Books, 1782-1863. 
Amherst County, v r t y  Tax Books, 1809-1821. 

10. Geoara~hical Data - . 
Acreage of nominated property acres 
Quadrangle name &-ton, VA Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 
UMT Refarancea 

A L617171612101 L4111710161310) 
Zone Eastlng Northing 

'IlJJ 161717151610l ( 4 1 1 1 7 1 ~ ( 2 1 9 1 ~ 1  
Zone Earting Northlng 

C 16I717I41810J 1 4 1 1 ( 7  1 0 1 2 1 2 1 ~ ]  D IG1717141010J ~ 4 1 1 ~ 7 1 0 ~ 2 1 2 1 0 j  

E (lr7) 161717141310j 14r117101613 F W U ~  
u u H W  u u 

Verbal boundary descrlptlon and juatlflcatlon Bcnmdary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The ncminated acreage f o r  
Geddes c o n s i s t s  o f  13 acres including t h e  p r i v a t e  d r i v e  lea* to the house and a narrow 
s t r i p  o f  land on =i ther s i d e  o f  t h i s  d r i v e  as w e l l  as  t h e  enclosed y a r d  imned ia te ly  
surrmdirg the house. (See Continuation Sheet jI3) 
LIat al l  states and cvuntles for properties overl8pplns stat. or county boundaries 

atate N/A code county N/A code 

state N/A code county N/ A code 

1 1 Form Prepared By 

nameitltle Virginia H i s t o r i c  Landnarks C d s s i o n  Staff  

Organlzatlon V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Ladnarks Cunnission date October 1982 

street & number 221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804) 786-3144 

c~ ortown Ridmmd h e  V i r g i n i a  23219 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated slgnlflcance of thls property wlthln the state is: 

- national X -- state - local 

As the deslgnated State Hlstorlc Preservation Officer for tlonal Historic Praaewatlon Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 s  
6651, 1 hereby nomlnate thls property for lncluslon In the Reglstw and certlty that It has been evaluated 
according to the crlterla and ~rocedures set forth bv the Park Sewlca. . 

State Hlstorlc Preservation Officer signature 

H . Bryan M i t c h e l l .  Execu t i ve  ~ i r e c c o r  // 7 
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6 .  REPRESENTATION IN MISTING SURVEYS 

(2) HABS 
1957 Federal 
Library of Congress 
Washington, DC 

7. DESCRIPTION -- Architectural Analysis 

The entrance ha l l  contains the steep single-f l ight ,  open-striqy s t a i r  with winders 
i n  the northeast corner. A square newel and two square balusters per tread carry the 
senicircular handrail. 

Located a t  of' the hall and raised approxhately s i x  inches above the grade of the 
r d n d e r  of the f irst-f loor roans are the dining roan and a bedroan. These roans can- 
>rise the original 18th-centvq two-roan structure. Floorboards which m e  been ~a t ched  
along the south wall indicate original access to  the second floor. Tne fireplaces in 
the two roans are decorated with tall, Federal mantels having recessed paneled pilasters 
and blocks that support a molded shelf. Connecting the roans north of the fireplace i s  
a built-in "press" cupboard in each of the roans. Both have nniLti-light q b o a r d  doors 
above vertical rectangular paneled doors. The mid-19th-centwry rear addition opening 
off of the dining roan was converted into a kitchen during the 1880s. 

Opposite the center ha l l  i s  the parlor finished similarly to  the east r- including 
an identical Federal m t e l .  According to  family tradition the f a r  wes t  roan was added 
to  the structure before Hugh Rose's death for  use as his study. Flanked by closets, the 
mantel i n  this  roan i s  canposed of plain pilasters below a plain fr ieze and mIded shelf. 
Unlike the other f i rs t - f loor  roans the study has no cellar .  

The a t t i c  story has been finished for two bedrocms plus a roan in each of the 
cross gables. The Federal mantel in the west bedroan is intact with its early marbleizing. 

A t  one time nunerous outbuildings surrounded the Geddes yard creating a farm c q l e x .  
The mer recalls the locations of slave quarters, a double werseer's house, henhouses, 
stable, tobacco barns, carriage house, and kitchen. Today a wood rail fence encloses 
the shaded yard separating the house £ran the only survivirg outbuilding, a springhouse, 
which stands southeast of the yard. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- Historical Background 

also noted that he la ter  rejoined his  famil a t  Colonel Rose's before proceeding to  
Poplar Forest, Jefferson's hane i n  Bedford. 'I 

Hugh Rose died in 1795 lea- his  widow Caroline and eleven children. His y w 3 e s t  
child, Gustavus, was named i n  his w i l l  as  heir to  "Geddes, the house I ncw l ive  in."2 
Gustavus born in 1789, would have only been s ix  a t  the t h e  and it can be ass& that 
Rose's widow, Caroline, continued to  reside in the Geddes house un t i l  her death i n  1809. 
Gustam went on to  become a doctor and resident of Lynchburg. Tne Amherst records are 
inconclusive as to  the exact disposition of Hugh Rose's estate; h e v e r  it seems that 
Charles Rose, younger brother of h g h ,  ultimately became ayrw of the Geddes house t ract .  
-sta County records indicate that the children of Hugh Rose f i led  a su i t  to  overturn 
their mthe r ' s  w i l l .  Since there i s  no dl1 entered i n  the official  records for Caroline 
Matilda Rose, it can be a s s m d  that their su i t  was s u ~ c e s s f u l . ~  In any case, a deed 
fran Charles R. Rose i n  1812 to  W i l l i a m  Sterling and Charles Buller Claibome i s  probably 
for the lam1 on which Geddes stands. It describes the a a c t  as  being in-Amherst County 
on the Piney River. The daughter of Charles Rose, Jane, m i e d  Sterling Claiborne in 
1808 and their two sons, W i l l i a m  Sterling anc Charles Buller, were the recipients of the 
Geddes property. It is possible that Charles Rose was responsible for the substantial 
19th-century i q r o v m t s  to  Geddes that architectural evidence suggests date t o  the 
antebellum period. Sterling Claiborne acquired by deed fran varions trustees of Kugh 
Rose's estate several other parcels of land that were part of the Geddes t ract .  

The Amherst County Land Tax Books f a i l  t o  record what building improvanents stood 
on the Geddes t ract  prior t o  the C i v i l  W a r ;  although thejj indicate that the property 
remined throughout the period in Sterling Claibome's family. The only specific reference 
to the house prior to  the W a r  is contained in a deed to secure a debt from Charles Buller 
to  his father, Sterling, in 1840. The deed describes the 1200 acre t rac t  as  "The Geddes 
Tract whereon the old Geddes house stands." It is also not clear who actually lived in  
the Geddes house during the period £ran 1820 t o  1860 since the U.S. census re- show 
for those decades that Sterling Claiborne continued to  reside in Nelson County. However, 
it is reasonable to  assme that either his sons o c c ~ i e d  the house or it was used as a 
second haw for  mwbers of the Claiborne fmi ly .  Unfortunately, Sterling Claiborne's 
w i l l  recorded in Nelson County i n  1856 gives no clue as t o  the tenureship of Geddes. 

Since 1856 Geddes has continued to  renain the property of Claiborne's descendants, 
and stands today as  one of the few tangible reminders of a notable Virginia family who 
participated i n  the movanent of population fran Tidewater to  the western areas of the 
colony in the years just prior t o  the American Revaluation. 

l ~ u l i a n  P. Boyd, ed. , The Papers of Thcnas Jefferson, Vol. 4. (Charlottesville: 
University of Virginia, 1951) , p. 261. 

2~mherst bmty W i l l  Book 3, 1795, p . 328. 

(See Continuation Sheet $/3) 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE -- Historical ~ackground (Footnotes continued) 

3 ~ m  Chalkley, ed. , Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish in Virginia, Vol. 11. (Zaltimore: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 19651, p. 40. 

4Amherst County Deed Book X, 1840, p.  301. 

Amherst County, Will Book 3, 1795. 
Boyd, Julian P. , ed. The Papers of 'Ihanas Jefferson. Vol. 4, p. 261. Charlottesville: 

University of Virginia, 1951. 
Chalkley , Lyr;~m, ed. Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish in Virginia. Vol. 11. Baltimore: 

Genealogical Publishing Co . , Inc . , 1965. 
"Claiborne Genealogies , "Genealogies of Virginia Families. Vol . 11. Baltimore: Genealogical 

Publishing Ccmpany, Inc. 1381. 
Davis, Bailey Fulton. Amherst C a m t y ,  Virginia Marriage Bonds and Returns, 1801-1857. 

Amherst Courthouse, 1965. 
Nelson County, Personal Property Tax Books, 1805-1821. 
Nelson County, Will Book K, 1856. 
Rose, Christine, canp. Reverend Robert Rose Fmily of Scotland and Virginia. S w  Jose, 

California: Privately Printed by Rose Family Bulletin, 1972. 
Rose, Robert. The Diary of Robert Rose, 1746-1751. Edited and Annotated by Ralph Ehnett 

Fall, Verona, Virginia: McClure Press, 1977. 

10. -1CAL DATA -- Verbal Fkmdary Description 

Beginnkg at a point on IJ side of VA 700 approximately 1600' N of the intersection of VA 
Routes 600 and 662; thence extending appraximately 250' W; thence extending aprohtelv 
1350' N; thence extending approximately 600' E; thence extending ap?roximately 1150' S to 
a point on the W side of VA 700; thence extending apprcocimately 400' SW along said side of 
VA 700 to point of origin. 




