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1. Name of Property 

historic name Mountain View Farm DHR 05-1 1 

other nameslsite number 

2. Location 
sheet & number Route 3 and U. S. 29 not for oublication NIA 
city or town Cllfford vicinity X 
state Vireinia c o d e x  county Amherst code 009 Zip 24521 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
A s  the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 1 hereby centfy that this 
- X- nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set fonh 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property -X- meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant - nationally - statewide - locally. ( - See 
continuation sheet for additional~omments.) 

- - 
Date . - 

~ i g i n i a  Deoa . . rtm- 
State or tcdcra~ agenc) and bureau 

In my opinion, the property - meets -does not meet the National Register criteria. ( - See continuation sheet 
for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby certify that this property is: - removed from the National Register 
- entered in the National Register -other (explain): 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the 

National Register Signature of Keeper 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the National Register Date of Action 
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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

- X- private 
- public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- X-building(s) 
- district 
- site 
- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
7 - -  - 0 - buildings 
0 - - 0 - sites 
0 - - 0- structures 
0 - - - 0 - objects 
7 - - - 0 - Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register -N/A- 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

6. Function o r  Use 
Historic Functions (Enter cateeories from instructions) - 

Cat: -Domestic: Single Dwelling- 
- Agriculture: Outbuiiding- 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: -Domestic: Single ~welling- Sub: 

S e c o n d a r y  Structure 
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7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (Enter categories fiom inshuctions) 
foundation - - Stone, Brick 
roof Metal 
walls Wood; Weatherboard 

other Wood 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
~a t iona l  Register listing) 

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
- x- c Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- X- B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
-Architecture 
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Period of Significance --I83 1-1859 

Significant Dates -1777 (built)- 
- 183 1 (moved)- 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

ArchitectiBuilder -Colonel Hugh Rose (mansion)- 
- Paul Carrington Cabell (cottage)- 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheers.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
-preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
-previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
-designated a National Historic Landmark 
-recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
-recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
- X- State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
-Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 

Other 
% n e  of repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing E hj 
1~ &%&. W 5 :? m~fo 41(r1770 
3 L X ~ W  4 i f ~ L ~  
- See continuation sheet. 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameititle: Paul Hardin K ~ D D  

Organization: -Paul Hardin Kapp, Designer date-711 5196- 

street & number: -406 North Main St. telephone-(540)236-7775- 

city or town-Galax State-VA- zip code -24333- 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or IS minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name -Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Hanson 

street & n u m b e r R o u t e  3, Box 185 telephone-(804)946-5 168 

city or t o w n A m h e r s t  State-VA- zip code -24521 

Papemork Reduction Act Swment: This information is being collected for applications to the National RegisIer of Historic Places to nominate 
propcnics for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list propcnies, and to amend existing listing. Response to this request is required to obtlin 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for Ihis form is estimated to average 18.1 h o w  psr response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and mainmining dafa, and completing and reviewing the form. Diren MmmenI.5 regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
ofthisfom totheChief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service. P.O. Box 31127, Washington. DC 20013-7127: and the Offtce 
of Management and Budget, Papemork Reductions Project (1024-0018). Washington, DC 20503. 
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7. Summary Description: 

Mountain View Farm, an 18th-century mansion and a 19th-century cottage and five other 
supporting buildings, is located in the vicinity of Clifford in Amherst County, Virginia. It is situated 
to the west of U. S. Highway 29 and north of State Route 610. The House and supporting buildings 
sit on a level piece of land surrounded by a pasture to the northeast and a winery to the southwest. 

The main house is a standard I-house with a rear ell addition oriented from east to west. It is a 
timber frame building sheathed in weatherboard with chimneys on its north and south elevations. 
The main entry is in the center of the front facade which is the west elevation. 

The cottage was built by Dr. Paul Carrington Cabell, pioneer in the field of public health in Central 
Virginia and a cousin of Joseph C. Cabell, the third rector of the University of Virginia. It is a one- 
room building with a lean-to shed on the north side. The cellar has an earthen floor and stone rubble 
walls. The other outbuildings include a well house, a playhouse (originally a chicken coop), a 
smokehouse, an ice houselcaniage house and a chicken coop. All of these are timber frame 
buildings except the ice house/carriage house which is log constructed. All of the supporting 
buildings are whitewashed. 

Architectural Analysis: 

Mountain View F a m  is an excellent example of an early 19th-century farmstead, having retained 
numerous dependencies in good condition, largely unaltered. The main house is an I-house with a 
rear ell addition built when the house was moved from Geddes Mountain to its present site in 183 1. 
It is a timber-frame building sheathed in weatherboard. 

The front symmetrical facade, the west elevation, has three bays with a centrally located entry below 
a two-light transom. Above the entry is a double-hung window. The flanking bays have double- 
hung windows on both the fust and second floor. The windows on the first floor have a nine-over- - 
nine light c ~ ~ g u r a t i o n ,  and the second-floor windows have a six-over-nine light configuration. The 
front facade windows have louvered shutters. The windows on the rear facade have nine-over-six 
light configuration. The two brick chimneys on the north and south elevations serve the main rooms 
of the first and second floors. The exterior trim consists of simple beaded comer boards and a box 
cornice. The front porch with its turned posts and brackets was a later addition, built during the last 
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half of the nineteenth century. The roof has a shallow pitch and is covered with painted standing 
seam teme metal. 

The rear ell, a one-story gable with a chimney on the east facade, is also built out of time frame and 
sheathed in weatherboard. There is a continuous screened-in shed porch on the north and east. The 
entire building rests on a brick foundation. 

The house features a central hall plan with flanking rooms on both floors. The only stairway is at 
the end of the central hall. It has a double run, open-string staircase with simple brackets. The 
newel posts and all of the interior doors are mortised and tenoned with dowels. Two of the interior 
doors still have their original 18th-century hardware. The original flooring of the entire main house 
is heart pine. The plaster walls are trimmed with simple moldings including flat chair rails and 
baseboards. The south first floor room and the addition have more elaborate Green Revival mantels 
and trim. The fireplace in the north room has an elaborate molding consisting of a frieze with reeded 
end tryglyphs and plain metopes. The center reeded tryglyph is oversized. The cornice serves as 
the mantel shelf. 

The 16' X 24' one room cottage, (Doctor's Ofice), probably dating to the 1830s or 40s, has a lean-to 
porch on the north side. Timber-framed, the cottage is sheathed in rough, random weatherboard of 
various lengths. It has simple trim and a V-crimped painted metal roof. It rests on a rubble stone 
foundation with a dirt floor cellar. The interior walls have double beaded wainscoting and the 
mantel features a flat board surround with a crown molding supporting the shelf. The chimney and 
flue is a wooden structure with a brick chimney cap, that has been removed. The front entry of the 
cottage has a replacement door located in the center of the south elevation. On the west elevation, 
there is a small double-hung window with six-over-six lights and a single board hood. The east 
elevation has no windows or doors. The north elevation consists of the porch, one double-hung 
window with six-over-six lights, a cased door opening and another opening which leads into the 
stairway that descends to the cellar. 

Adjacent to the cottage is the well house. It is a simple post structure with a gabled roof and lattice 
on all four walls with a central door located on the west elevation. It has a poured-in-place concrete 
slab floor that was installed at a much later period. Next to the well house is the playhouse, a one- 
room building originally built to be a chicken coop. The gabled timber playhouse rests on stone 
piers and is sheathed in weatherboard. On the south side of the building there is a simple door and 
a double casement window. It also has a V-crimped painted metal roof. North of the playhouse 



NPS Form 10-900-1 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section 7. Page -3- 

OMB No. 1024.0018 

Mountain View Farm 
Amherst County, Virginia 

stands the icelcarriage house, a split log, gabled building. It has a double door central entry with 
board-and-batten doors and an attic access. A rectangular chicken coop sits west of the icelcarriage 
house. It is a simple shed building with whitewashed weatherboard and a flat V-crimped metal roof. 
A smokehouse stands between the chicken coop and the main house. A one-room, gabled, timber- 
framed building with whitewashed weatherboard, it has one entry center on the south elevation. It 
has a dirt floor and rests on stone piers. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Mountain View Farm is significant under Criteria C as one of a handful of surviving antebellum 
farmsteads in Amherst County that, along with its main residence, retains a remarkable ensemble 
of well preserved and largely &altered outbuildings, including a rare extant 19th century doctor's 
office. All seven buildings contribute to the nominated area including the 18th-century residence - 
which was moved to the present site in 183 1, the doctor's office, 2 chicken coops, a smoke house, 
a well house and a combination ice houselcamiage house. The dwelling house, built by Colonel 
Hugh Rose in the last quarter of the 18th century, was moved to the present site by a subsequent 
owner, William F. Spencer so that the house would be closer to the newly constructed stagecoach 
road that linked Philadelphia with the Carolinas. The farmstead is closely associated with a 
prominent Piedmont family-- the Cabelk-- who were active in the political life of both Arnherst and 
nearby Nelson counties. Dr. Paul Carrington Cabell, a local physician was responsible for erecting 
the collection of outbuildings after he acquired the property in 1833 to support the main residence 
and the agricultural activities of the plantation. The property was owned briefly by Samuel Miller 
of Lynchburg, a well known philanthropist, who had planned to raise medicinal herbs on the 
property; Miller died in 1959 before achieving this goal. 

Historical Background 

Mountain View Farm was built by Colonel Hugh Rose on 1872 acres he owned in Amherst County. 
He later gave it to his daughter, Nancy, who married Samuel Irvine. Irvine sold the house and 240 
acres to William Spencer in 1798.' The house and the land around was then known as "Spencer's 
Mountain."' In 1812, William Spencer's estate was divided among his heirs. Norville Spencer 
inherited the parcel on which the dwelling house stood. In 183 1, Norville Spencer's estate was also 
divided into lots. Lot number 2, known as the Mansion House Lot, was allotted to William F. 
Spencer.' By 1830 a stagecoach road connecting Philadelphia and the Carolinas was built and 

'Amherst County Deed Book H. 

'Nelson County Deed Book I, 485, 488. (Nelson Co. was formed from Amherst 
County in 1807) 

' Amherst County Record book 8, 286. 
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passed near Spencer's Mountain. William F. Spencer moved the house from Spencer's Mountain 
to its current site in order to be closer to the stagecoach road, perhaps to attract bu~iness.~ 

Spencer, however, was unable to make a successful business out of his farm and forced to sell both 
the acreage and the house to William H. Garland and Charles Perrow to cover his debts, which 
concluded the period of the Spencer's o~nersh ip .~  

In 1834, Perrow, a trustee for Spencer, sold 200 acres and the dwelling house to Doctor Paul 
Carrington Cabell for $500.6 Cabell incorporated this land into the vast acreage he already held 
which lay southwest of the newly acquired Mountain View Farm. Dr. Cabell made the house his 
new residence. Cabell was a descendant of Dr. William Cabell (1700-1774), an early resident of 
Nelson County and the progenitor of the Cabell family in this country. The Cabell family has 
produced a number of prominent physicians in Virginia, including James Lawrence Cabell (1 8 13- 
1889), founder of the National Board of Health and a pioneer in the use of cadavers to practice 
medical techniques.' 

Dr. Paul Carrington Cabell was one of the first physicians to practice in Arnherst County. He was 
born April 10, 1799, and was raised and educated at "Union Hill," a well known Cabell homestead 
in Nelson County. He studied medicine under the tutelage of Doctor George Callaway in 
Lynchburg, and in 1823 he married Mary B. Irvine of Bedford C ~ u n t y . ~  

' Catherine Seaman, Tuckahoe and Cabells: The Settlers and Cultures of 
Amherst and Nelson Counties 1607-1807. Sweet Briar, Va.: Sweet Briar College 
Printing Press, 1992. 

Amherst County Deed Book, V: 221. (Deed of Trust) 

Arnherst County Deed book V: 323. 

' Wyndham B. Blanton, Medicine in Virginia in the Nineteenth Century. 
Richmond: Garrett and Massie, Inc., 1933), 367-369. 

Alexander Brown, The Cabells and Their Kin. Cambridge, MA. : Riverside 
Press, 1895, Reprint, 1938. 
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It was Paul Cabell who built the supporting outbuildings around the house and renamed the estate 
"Mountain View." The most significant supporting building is the office where he saw his patients 
and administered to the sick. It was said of his services as a doctor that "he was discriminating 
prudent, prompt, and charitable, often giving his professional services to the poor without ~harge."~ 

In 1836 Dr. Cabell died and was buried at Mountain View. His son, Doctor William Irvine Cabell, 
inherited the Mountain View property and his father's medical practice. For the next 19 years, 
William Irvine Cabell operated the farm at Mountain View and practiced medicine. At his death, 
the property passed to Elizabeth Henrian Davies, a descendant of William Irvine Cabell." The next 
owner was Samuel Miller who acquired the property sometime after 1858. Miller, a millionaire 
philanthropist and creator of Miller Park in Lynchburg, the Female Orphan Asylum of Lynchburg 
and the Miller School in Albemarle County," bought Mountain View to develop a profitable farm 
that would specialize in the cultivation of the medicinal herb, "horehound."'* Miller was unable to 
see this business venture come to fruition. He died in 1859, leaving all of his property, including 
Mountain View, to charity. 

It was not until 1877 that the property again served as home to a private family. It was bought in 
1877 by George Jones for his son and bride, George Ellis and Ella Thompson Jones." Mountain 
View was later the subject of a legal dispute involving Samuel Miller's estate in 1895 when Nicholas 
M. Page sued the Board of the Virginia Literary Fund, a Miller charity in Richmond. The verdict 
of Judge James Bumgardner, Jr. awarded Mountain View outright to Mrs. Ella Jones and Joseph K. 
Thompson.14 Mrs. Ella Hanson, a descendant of the Jones family, inherited the parcel with the 
Mountain View house and its dependencies. She is the current owner. 

Ibid, 384. 

lo S. Allen Chambers, Jr., Lynchburg, An Architectural History. 
Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1991, 202-203.  

"Interview with Mrs. Richard R. Hanson. 

" Ibid 

'I Amherst County Will Book W: 344, 345. 

" Survey of the E. E. Jones Estate, February 1950, T. W. Saunders. 
S.A.C. 
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i 

GEOGRAPHICAL DAT& 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of Mountain View Farm is shown as the dotted line on 
the accompanying plat map entitled "Map Showing Division of the 
Estate of G. E. Jones, T, W. Saunders S. A. C., February 1950. It 
is in the "Temperance District of Amherst County fronting on U.S. 
Rt. #29 and lying on the north west side of U.S. Rt. #29, 
containing 70 acres, more or less, and being a portion of lot #1 
allotted Ella Hanson and others..."Amherst Deed Book 154 page 217 
f 7 4 ~  VA~L&L ; 5 E L 7 1 o h l  L3- 004- 45,6? - C O A - & ,  A t J 7  67-6Oa-46A) 
Verbal Boundary Justification 

The nomination includes all the surviving structures and sites 
historically associated with the Mountain View Farm. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

8 Section number 9 lo Page _ -  

Mountain View ~ a m  
Amherst County. VA. 

t 

Ge~CraDhi~al D&a (continued) 

Tax M ~ D  Number 

67-A-46 
65 .290  acres 
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Photographs 

The following information is the same for all the photographs: 

NAME: Mountain View Farm 
Amherst County, Virginia 

MHR No. 5-11 
CREDIT: Paul H. Kapp, Photographer 

NNegative on File: Department of Historic Resources Collection at 
the Virginia State Library and Archives 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: west elevation, main house, 

viewing looking northeast 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 1 of 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: west elevation, main house, 

view looking east 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 2 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: south elevation, main house 

view looking north 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 3 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: east elevation, main house, 

view looking west 
NEG. NO. : 14590 
PHOTO 4 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: north elevation, main house, 

view looking southwest 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 5 OF 33 
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f Photo (continued) - E 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
< 

VIEW OF: base of chimney, main house, 
north elevation, view looking 
southwest 

NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 6 OF 33 

Date February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: typical window, main house, 

west elevation, view looking 
east 

NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 7 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: front porch, main house, west 

elevation view looking northeast 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 8 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: beaded corner board and 

weatherboard, west elevation, 
main house; view looking 
northeast 

NEG NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 9 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: central passage; view looking 

east 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 10 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: newel post, central passage; view 

looking north 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 11 OF 33 
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 to (Continued) 
< - 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: first floor, north room mantel, 

main house; view looking north 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 12 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: first floor, north room door lock, 

main house, view looking south 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 13 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: first floor; south rear mantel, 

main house; view looking south 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 14 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: kitchen wing, main house, farm 

complex, view looking north 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 15 OF 33 

DATE: February,13, 1996 
VIEW OF: south'elevation, cottage; view 

looking north 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 16 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: east elevation, cottage and 

wellhouse, view looking west 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 17 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: west elevation, cottage; view 

looking east 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 18 OF 33 
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5 - Photo (Continued) - 
DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: cottage; north porch , view 

looking southeast 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 19 OF 33 

DATE: Februarv 13. 1996 
VIEW OF: cottige; .mantel, view looking east 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 20 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: cottage; east interior wall, view 

looking west 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 21 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: cottage, cellar stair, view 

looking south 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 22 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: wellhouse; west elevkition, 

view looking east 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 23 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: cottage and wellhouse; east 

and north elevation view looking southwest 
NEG NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 24 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: playhouse; west elevation, view looking east 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 25 OF 33 
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Photo (Continued) - - 
DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: playhouse, north and east elevation 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 26 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
- VIEW OF: ice/carriage house; south elevation, 

view looking north 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 27 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: ice/carriage house; west elevation, 

view looking east 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 28 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: chicken coop; south and east elevation, 

view looking north and east 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 2.9 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW b~ : smokehouse, south elevation, view 

looking north 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 30 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: smokehouse, west elevation, view 

looking east 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 31 OF 33 

DATE: February 13, 1996 
VIEW OF: smokehouse, northeast elevation, 

view looking southwest 
NEG. NO.: 14590 
PHOTO 32 OF 33 
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P h o t o  ( C o n t i n u e d )  5 - 

DATE: F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1 9 9 6  
VIEW OF: smokehouse, sill beam construction, v i e w  

looking southeast 
NEG. NO.: 1 4 5 9 0  
PHOTO 3 3  OF 3 3  
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