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1. N Property
historic name Tusculum
other names/site number VDHR File No. 005-0020

2. Location
street & number 2077 N. Amherst Highway (US29) N/A not for publication
city or town Amherst N/A  vicinity
state  Virginia code VA  county Ambherst code 009 zip code 24521

F 1A ifi

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify
that this _X _nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
reguirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X meets _ does not meet the National
Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant _ nationally __  statewide _X
locally. ( __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Signature of certifying official/Title Daté

State a Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( _ See continuation
sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official/Title Date
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4. National Park Service Certification

1 hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of
Action

____ entered in the National Register.
____ See continuation sheet.
_____ determined eligible for the National Register.
____ See continuation sheet.
__ determined not eligible for the National Register.
____removed from the National Register.
_____ other (explain):




Tusculum Amberst Co., Va.
Name of Property Coumy and State
3. Classification
Ownership of Property  Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
{Check 3s many boxes a8 apply) {Check only one box} (D not include previousty listed resources in the count.)
X private _X_ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
____ public-local ___ district 1 Q0  buildings
___ public-State __ site g 0 sites
___ public-Federal ____ structure 0 0  structures
____object 0 0  objects
1 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing

(Emter "N/A" if property is not part of a muliiple propesty listing.)
N/A
6. Fonction or Use

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

g

Historic Functions

(Enter catepories from instroctions)
Category Subcategory

DOMESTIC single dwelling

7. Description

Current Functions

(Eter categories from insructions)
Category Subcategory

WORK IN PROGRESS

Architectural Classification

{Enter categories from instroctions)

Georgian
Federal

Narrative Description

(Dwescribe the hisoric and current condition of the froperty om one or more continuation sheets, )

Materials
(Buser categories from instructions)

foundation Stone

walls Wood
roof Asphalt
other Brick
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Ambherst Co,, Va,

Coumy and Stece

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x* in one of more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the propetty for National Register tisting ¥
A Property is associated with events that have made 2
significant contribution 1o the broad parerns of onr
higtory

_._B wwmhlm&ws
significant in our past,
x ¢ P bodies the distinetive ct istics of

a type, pariod, or method of conmrnotion or
represents the work of 2 master, or possessss high
artistic values, or representy & significant and
distinguishable entity whose components iack
individual distinction.

. Property has yiekdsd, or is likely 10 vistd,
information important in prehistory or history.

Areas of Significance
(Emter categorics from tastructions)

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" 7t ali the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
___A owned by & religious institwtion or used for religions
PUTpOses.
__ B removed from #s original Jocation,
__c a birthplace or & prave.
__D & cemetery.
__EB. a reconstmcted building, object, ¢ structure,
. 8 COmMEMOTLive Property.
G lest than 50 years of age or achitved significance within the past fifry years.

Period of Significance
Ca. 1750-1815

ARCHITECTURE

Significant Dates

Significant Person Cultural Affiliation
(Complete if Criterion B is marked sbove)
N/A N/A
Architect/Builder
-EHC (presumed brickmason)

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the agnificance of the property on one or mare contisuation shests,)

jor Bibli hi ferenc

Sherman (brickmason)

Bibliography

{Clre the books, articles, amd other sources wsed in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

___preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested

___previously listed in the National Register

___previously determined eligible by the National
Register

___ designated a National Historic Landmark

__recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
#

Primary location of additional data:
X _State Historic Preservation Office
___ Other State agency

___ Federal agency

___ Local government

___ University

___ Other

Name of repository:




Tuscujum Amberst Co,, Va,

Name of Property County and State

10, Geographical Data
Acreage of Property approximately 0,05 acres

UTM References

(Place addiviomat UTM references on a comtimition sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 1 676700 4167140 31
21 4 1
__ See comtinuation sheer.

Verbal Boundary Description

{Describe the boundaries of the property on a continyation sheet, )

Boundary Justification

{Expisin why the boundaries were selected oo 8 confinmation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title J. Daniel: Pezzoni

organization Landmark Preservation Associates date May 27, 2004
street & number 6 Houston St. telephone (540) 464-5315
city or town Lexington state VA zip code 24450

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form;

Continuation Sheets
Maps |
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resonrces.
Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items

{Check with the SHPO or FPO for aay additional items)

Property Owner

(Compicte this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name SOci ati irginia Antig
street & number QA W. Fmglgi;n St. telephone (804) 648-1889
city or town Richmon state VA  zip code 23220-5102

Reduction Act Sf This iaf jon 8 being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for kisting or determine eligibility for listing, to list propertics, and to
amend existing listings. Response fo this request is required to obeain a benefit in accordance with te National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.8.C. 470 et eq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimared 1o aversge 18,1 hours per respanse including the time for reviewing instrections, gathering and mainminimg dyta, and completing and reviewing
the form. Direct comments regarding this burden enimate or muy aspect of this form to the Chicf, Admivigmative Scrvices Division, Nationsl Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washingwon, DC 20503,
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Summary

Tusculum is located off US Highway 29 in eastern Amherst County, Virginia. The two-story
Georgian and Federal frame house was built in two principal phases (see Exhibit A). The
two-room-deep side-passage-plan north section of the house was built during the third quarter
of the eighteenth century, perhaps in the 1750s. The one-room-pian south section was added
in the early nineteenth century, possibly about 1805. The house features stonme and brick
foundations, plain and beaded weatherboard siding, exterior gable-end brick chimneys (the
addition chimney is flanked by pents), and a gable roof covered with asphalt shingles. The
three-bay original section has a one-story entry porch on the east side; a similar porch on the
west side was replaced by a small addition in the mid-twentieth century. A breezeway
separates the first stories of the original section and addition and continues as a porch along
the east (rear) elevation of the two-bay addition. The interior is little altered, with Georgian
and Federal mantels (which have been placed in storage preparatory to moving the house), a
stair with turned balusters, chair rails, wood floors, and plaster-and-lath walls and ceilings
(replaced or sheathed with plasterboard in some rooms).

Near the hovse stand a mature Norway spruce and several other deciduous and coniferous
species (a large Norway spruce has stood on the east side of the house since ca. 1900). There
are many overgrown boxwoods including four large clumps in a diamond-shaped arrangement
off the north end of the house. Four outbuildings were observed in association with the
house; one, located to the southwest, incorporates timbers from a mid-nineteenth century (or
earlier) granary. (Outbuildings and landscaping are not included in the nominated area, which
is limited to the footprint of the house.) Historic photographs show a number of outbuildings
located off the south end of the house, of which archaeological evidence is believed to
survive.

Exterior

Historically, Tusculum faced west, but with the replacement of the front entry porch on the
west elevation of the original section with a small addition (probably done in the 1950s
before 1957), the matching east-elevation entry porch became the principal entry. The east
entry porch is distinguished by slightly tapered chamfered posts with decorative caps, a
pediment with basal and raking narrow cornices and wide flush-board sheathing in the
tympanum, and 2 frieze with an undulating scalloped lower edge. At the base of the posts
runs a solid railing enclosed with plain weatherboards. The present weatherboards are
modern, although a solid railing has been the treatment since at least 1900 (a historic
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Description (continued)

photograph shows one on the former west entry porch). The lower ends of most or all of the
posts have been replaced, and the porch ceiling and floor boards are modern. The porch 1s
reached by concrete steps with mid-twentieth century metal railings.

The porch shelters an entry with a molded surround and a six-panel door with molded and
raised panels (such doors are typical throughout the house, and doors and windows typically
have molded surrounds). The original section has 9/9 windows on the first-story east
elevation, replacement 2/2 windows on the first-story west elevation, and 6/9 windows on the
second stories of both elevations. The mid-twentieth century west elevation addition has 6/6
windows. The early nineteenth century addition has 9/9 sash on the first story, 2/2 sash in the
second story, and small four-pane windows in each of the shed-roofed pents. The historic
window openings on the original section and addition have louvered wood shutters painted
green, held open by wrought iron shutter dogs. The north elevation was windowless until
small windows were inserted at the west corner to serve twentieth century bathrooms on the
first and second floors. The first-story bathroom window has an aluminum sash. The second-
story bathroom window has a small four-pane sash.

The original section and the addition are mostly sheathed with plain weatherboards that were
probably added in the late nineteenth century, as suggested by nail chronology. (Perhaps the
original beaded weatherboards were mostly replaced when the house changed hands in 1898.)
Beaded weatherboards attached with rose-headed wrought nails survive at protected locations
such as under the breezeway/porch and in the south gable of the addition. The house was
described as painted white in an early 1810s account.

A pair of chimneys rise on the south gable end of the original section. The west chimney is
constructed of brick laid in American bond, and the east chimney is Flemish bond. (The west
chimney may have been rebuilt.) The tops of both of these chimneys, which have stepped
shoulders, appear to have been rebuilt. The addition has a single American bond brick
chimney on its south gable end. This chimney has stepped shoulders but the ends of the
bricks are sloped giving the shoulders a paved appearance. Also, the brickwork is laid in
stretcher bond near the shoulders. Initials are carved into the bricks near the bottom of the
addition chimney including T.K., AP, and J(J7)W (probably John Jay Williams Jr., who was
a boy about 1900).

The original section foundation was originally constructed of Flemish-bond brick above stone
below grade. Extensive American-bond brick repairs have been made, and the northeast
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Description (continued)

corner has been rebuilt in stone. The foundation of the small addition on the west elevation
has reused old bricks laid in stretcher bond. The addition foundation is constructed of brick
laid in American bond. Both the original section and the addition have rectanguiar foundation
vents with square wood bars set into mortise-and-tenoned and pegged frames with beaded
inner edges. At least one vent (on the north elevation of the original section) has Roman
numeral builder marks on the outside face of the frame.

The opening to the breezeway on the west elevation is spanned by a double-ogee board, a
decorative treatment that recalls the scalloped friezeboards of the east entry porch. Wooden
steps rise to modern screening and screen door set back into the opening. On the north side
of the opening, abutting the west chimney of the original section, is a box-like feature
constructed of brick with a wood lid. A ca. 1900 photograph shows a wooden box-like
feature of the same dimensions at this location. The wooden feature and its post-1900
replacement may be associated with evidence for a former cellar entry at the location, or they
may have served as spaces for over-wintering house and porch plants amalogous to the
flowerhouses of the period. The porch along the east side of the addition has mid-twentieth
century screening with a solid weatherboarded railing. A solid railing has been the porch
treatment since at least the early twentieth century, as shown in historic photographs. The
south end of the porch formerly had ogee-pattern trim boards like the breezeway opening.
Stone steps capped with concrete inscribed on one tread VIB or VI8 and with a mid-twenticth
century metal railing descend from the south end of the porch. The breezeway has a plaster
ceiling and the porch has a sloped ceiling sheathed with beaded boards. These differences and
other evidence suggest the porch is not original to the addition, although the breezeway is.

Rising at the northeast corner of the addition is an open, two-run stair that conforms to the
corner, The lower run and landing of the stair are under the porch and the upper run rises
through the space of the breezeway. The stair has closed strings, square newels with small
molded caps, square balusters, and molded handrails. The sloping underside of the upper run
has a plaster-and-lath treatment like that of the breezeway ceiling. Under the landing and
fower run is a closet with horizontal board enclosure and a short door that is a twentieth
century replacement of the original door. The fact that the beaded weatherboards of the
addition inside this stair closet are unpainted indicates the stair is original to the addition.
(Presumably its landing and lower run formerly projected outside the shelter of the
breezeway, or were sheltered under a small pent roof or other covering.)
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Description (continued)
Interior

The front and rear entries of the original section open (or opened) into a side passage
occupied by a two-run closed-string stair. The stair features square newels with molded caps,
molded handrails and strings, and turned walnut balusters of columnar form. The side passage
has a flush board wainscot with molded chair rail and baseboard at top and bottom (similar
wainscots appear in other rooms) and a ca. 1930s comner water closet finished with recycled
baseboard and chair rail. Two doors in the passage and other doors in the house are hung on
HL hinges with leather washers. The door into the small addition (originally the front entry)
has staples that formerly received a cross bar for securing the door.

The larger front (east) first-floor room and the smaller room behind it both have Georgian
mantels with architrave fireplace surrounds and overmantels with cornices. At the turn of the
twentieth century the front room served as a living room ("sitting room"), and the room
behind it was then used for storage, although it may originally have function as a dining
room since it has an original exterior doorway on the south wall that may once have
communicated with a detached kitchen. The front room overmantel has a denticulated
cornice, and both overmantels are described as formerly having "3-ply” mirrors. A
photograph from the turn of the twentieth century shows one of these mirrors in the front
room--a conventional early nineteenth century three-part mirror with a turned and gilt frames-
-as well as dark mantel and trim paint color and wallpaper on the wall and wainscot with a
pattern of circies (wreaths?). Other features of the two rooms include a plaster wainscot in
the front room; a front room fireplace with an iron lintel and scoring on the fireplace
surround that probably once received plaster; an early or original closet next to the chimney
in the rear room; and an area of exposed chimney brick above the overmantel.

The first floor of the addition is occupied by a single large room that apparently served as a
dining room. It features a Georgian/Federal mantel with fluted pilasters and fluted pilaster-
fike tablets at the ends of a plain frieze. The mantel has miniature denticulation and staggered
gougework in the cormice above the frieze and a decorative band at the bottom of the frieze.
The decorative band, which wraps around the tops of the pilasters, has alternating horizontal
reeding and small nested squares. The chair rail has intermittent reeding that coordinates with
the mantel. To each side of the mantel are low six-panel doors that open into closets in the
two pents, Each closet has original or early shelves supported by a variety of wooden
brackets. The sections of wall between the closets and the room are nogged. The east closet
has two small rectangular niches set into the chimney. During investigative demolition prior
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Description (continued)

to the moving of the house the room was determined to have L-section or "hog-trough”
comer posts and split lath attached with wrought-headed nails. No bricks were observed in
the few visible wall cavities, suggesting the nogging is limited to the pent closets.

The second floor is similar in basic plan and character to the first floor, with molded door
and window surrounds, six-panel doors on HL hinges with leather washers, chair rails, wood
floors, plaster walls, and plaster or plasterboard ceilings. The Georgian mantels in the front
and rear rooms are similar in form, and they are smaller than the downstairs mantels. They
have architrave fireplace surrounds below tall frieze-like panels capped with moldings. The
fireplace openings themselves are segmental arched, and the arch form is reflected in the cut-
out lower edges of the mantels. When the mantel in the front room was removed, a signed
brick was revealed on the face of the chimney inscribed "EHC." The second-floor room in
the addition has a low chair rail and a Georgian mantel with an architrave fireplace surround,
a frieze with a single long recessed panel, and a molding above the frieze terminated at the
ends by small decorative boards. Over the breezeway are a small room and an even smaller
vestibule at the top of the stairs. The six-panel door between the room and vestibule has iron
staples for a cross bar that secured the door.

The roof structures over the original section and addition are basically similar, with common
rafters pegged at the ridge and stiffened by collars that are lapped and nailed to the rafters.
No builders marks have been observed in either attic. Most framing in the original section
attic is pit-sawn and wrought-nailed. The rafters are mortise-and-tenoned at the top and
fastened with fong spike-like pegs. The ceiling joists, of which one or more are hewn, do not
extend the depth of the house but are interrupted by an off-center hewn plate. Protruding
through the pit-sawn roof boards are three generations of nails, the earliest of which are
wrought. The nails attached wood shingles to the roof boards; a broken wood shingle with a
round butt (visible end) found in the northwest corner of the addition attic may have belonged
to the original section roof at the time the addition was made. The addition roof structure has
pit-sawn and sash-sawn framing mostly cut-nailed. The rafters are lapped and pegged at the
ridge. Protruding through the pit-sawn roof boards are two types of cut nails for the
attachment of square-butt wood shingles, of which a few examples have been found in the
attic.

The celiar has three spaces that correspond to the side passage and two rooms above; the
space under the rear first-floor room is unexcavated. Stone infill at the southwest corner, the
location of the formerly frame and presently brick box-like feature on the exterior, suggests
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the location of an original bulkhead entrance. The cellar is presently accessed by a modern
stair that has been created in the closet under the side-passage stair. Sills, joists, and beams
are hewn or pit-sawn, and many wrought nails have been observed. The addition basement
has brick walls and occupies the entirety of the space. It has log joists mortised into the sills
and a fireplace large enough to have served for cooking or other work. Presumably the
basement functioned as a winter kitchen, and it may aiso have been used as living space for a
cook of other servant, The addition basement is entered at the southeast corner through an x-
braced tongue-and-groove batten door. On the parged base of the chimney just inside the
doorway are scratched initials and names from the turn of the twentieth century including
TSW, SCHUY, and Willims, the first two presumably written by Thomas Schuyler Wiiliams,
a son of John Jay Williams.

Outbuildings

The nominated area, which corresponds to the footprint of the house, does not include
outbuildings; however, several historic and modern outbuildings exist and are described here.
There are four one-story frame outbuildings. One is located in the southeast corner of the
yard behind Tusculum, the other three are located in the pasture to the south and west of the
house.

The outbuilding in the yard appears to date to the early twentieth century and may have
functioned as a workshop. It is in ruinous, partly collapsed condition with vertical board
siding, a side-gable roof with asphalt roll roofing, a batten door, and two window oOpenings
in the south gable end. At least one of the siding boards on the south gable end is reused; a
few cut nails are nailed into it. Inside are work shelves attached to the exposed circular-sawn
wire-nailed studs, a dirt floor, and exposed common rafters that incorporate reused timbers.
The reused timbers are pit-sawn rafters with notches for former collar beams that were nailed
(rather than pegged) to the rafters.

Of the three outbuildings in the pasture, the one nearest to the bouse is the most recent. This
gambrel-roofed storage shed dates to the last quarter of the twentieth century and has T1-11
siding, asphalt roof shingles, two-leaf barn-style doors with cross bracing on the west end, an
aluminum jalousie window on the east end, and exposed framing members on the interior.

Beyond the gambrel-roofed shed is what appears to be a tractor garage dating to the 1940s or
1950s. The garage has board-and-batten siding, a metal-sheathed front-gable roof, a shed
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wing on the south side, and a structure consisting of log posts with butted and nailed sapling
rafters. Inside the gabled section is a Federal mantel suspended upside-down on the wall.
Possibly this mantel once belonged to a now vanished outbuilding on the property. In the side
wing are built-in work tables, old motors, and other evidence of use for machinery repairs.

The largest outbuilding and the one farthest from the house, located to the southwest of the
house at the edge of a woods, is a mid-twentieth century barn that incorporates part of what
appears to have been a granary dating to the mid-nineteenth century, if not earlier. The
granary comprises the west half of the barn, the east half is the more modern section, and the
whole is covered by a metal-sheathed front-gable roof supported on sapling rafters. The
granary has circular-sawn vertical board siding cut-nailed to a heavy timber mortise-and-
tenoned frame. The frame has massive hewn plates on a crude stone foundation. The plates
have multiple notches for former floor joists; the evidence for a floor suggests the building
served as a granary rather than a stock barn, or that it was the granary section of a formerly
larger barn. This latter possibility is suggested by evidence at the top of the frame for tie
beams that would have linked the frame to another structural unit (perhaps the fie beams
spanned the center drive-through or threshing fioor of a barn). Roman numeral builder marks
occur at the connections between corner posts, girts (some of which are sash sawn), and
diagonal braces. A pair of door openings have iron pintles. The twentieth century part of the
building is constructed of log posts with sapling girts and metal siding. A roughly linear pile
of stones extends from the west side of the barn, possibly a former foundation. Elsewhere on
or adjoining the property is a family cemetery.

Integrity Statement

Tusculum possesses very good integrity. It retains its overall historic form; exterior historic
finishes such as beaded weatherboard siding; most of its historic exterior features including
chimneys, pent rooms, porches, and breezeway; and interior historic features including stair
detail, mantels, and chair rails. The only significant loss is the front (west side) entry porch,
which was replaced by the present one-room wing in the mid-twentieth century. At the time
of survey in February-March 2004, the mantels had been stored off site to protect them from
theft. Tusculum’s setting of ornamental yard, pasture, and woods preserves the basic
character of its historic surroundings, and except for Highway 29 visible in the distance
through woods to the east of the house, there are virtually no modern intrusions. The
outbuildings depicted in photographs from the turn of the twentieth century, some of which
may have been contemporary with the house and its early nineteenth century addition, are
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gone, and only the much altered granary located at some distance from the house survives
from the nineteenth century.
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Summary

Tusculum is one of Amherst County, Virginia’s most historic properties, The original section
of the two-story Georgian and Federal-style frame house was apparently built in the third
quarter of the eighteenth century for a member of the Crawford family. The house was later
associated with Amherst County Clerk of Court William Sidney Crawford (1760-1815), who
transacted county business from the "master’s office” formerly located in Tusculum’s yard.
Crawford added a two-story dining room/guest chamber wing that is separated from the
original section by a first-story breczeway, the most unusual architectural feature of the
house. Tusculum has early mantels, six-panel doors on HL hinges with leather washers, a
side-passage stair with turned walnut balusters, and a pedimented entry porch with chamfered
posts and scalioped friezeboards. In 1815 control of the property passed to Elijah Fletcher, a
Vermont-born schoolmaster who wed William’s daughter Maria Crawford in 1813. The
Fletchers Lived primarily in Lynchburg, where Elijah published The Virginian newspaper and
where he served as mayor in the 1830s. They later owned Sweet Briar piantation, which their
daughter Indiana Fletcher Williams gave for the establishment of Sweet Briar College. For
most of the second half of the nineteenth century Tusculum was occupied by the Fletchers’
son, Dr. Sidney Fietcher, and for much of the twentieth century it was the home of the
Williams family. Threatened with demolition at its present site, Tusculum was recently
acquired by the Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, which plans to move
the house and restore it.

Applicable Criteria

Tusculum is eligible under Criterion C with significance in the area of architecture as a well
preserved example of eighteenth and early nineteenth century Georgian and Federal-style
domestic architecture in Amherst County, and for such notable features as the breezeway
connector, dining room/guest chamber addition, and well preserved decorative features. The
period of significance extends from ca. 1750 to 1815, embracing the likely period of
construction of the original section of the house during the third decade of the eighteenth
century, and terminating with the death of William S. Crawford, who enlarged the house
between 1802 and 1815. Tusculum is eligible at the Iocal level of significance.

Acknowledgments

A number of organizations and individuals assisted in the preparation of this report. Foremost
among these is the owner of the house, the Association for the Preservation of Virginia




























































