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NATICNAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATICN FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual
prop:rties and districts. See instructions in Heow to Complete the National
Regl.ter of Eistoric Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A) .
Comp..ete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the
information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of signifigance, enter enly categories and
subcategories from the instructions. Place additional encriesg and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a}. Use a typewriter, word
precessor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name cf Property
historic name BEAR MOUNTAIN INDIAN MISSICN SCHOOL

other names/site number _ VDHR FILE No. 05-220

street & number SW corner, intersection of Rt.643 & Rt.780 noct for publication

city or town Amherst vicinity _X_
state Virginia code VA  county Amherst code _009
zip code _ 24%74

As the designaced authority under the National Historic Presservation Act of 1986,
as amended, T hereby certify that this X nominaticn request for
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the

propertyv meetrs does not meet the National Register Criteria. I
recormend e this property be considered significant  nationally
statewide A locaily. | See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
yan)
C_ s / P
//f( "-’0‘7/_\:\\49/\ foitens (o, (76T
Signature of c=rtifying officiar Date

VA Dept. of Historic Resqurces
State or Federal agency and bureau

N/A
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Inlmy Qpinicn. che propertcy meets does not meet the National Register
criteria. | See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signarture of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Fark Service Certification

1, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Regisgter
___ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the
National Register

____ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
Naticnal Register

remcved from the Naticnal Regisgter

\ other . =2xplain):

Signature of Keeper Date
of Action

Ownership of Zroperty (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_ private
__ public-local
public-State

____ public-Federal

[a]

Uy

Category of Froperty (Check only one box)

X building(s)
district
site

__ structure
obiject

Number of Rescurces within Property

Contriruting Neoncontributing
4 0 buildings
sites
0 structures
o objects
0 Total

Number of con:zributing resources previously listed in the National
Register _None

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property i1s not part
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o £ a mu l t iple property
N/A
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6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: _ EDUCATION Sub: _ school
__RELIGICN __religious facility

Current Functions {Entex categories from instructions)
Cat: _ VACARNT/NOT IN USE Sub:

__ EDUCATION __schooi
__RELIGION __religious facility

Architectural Classification {Enter categories from instructicns)
__OTHER: horizontal log building
_OTHER

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation  STONE
roof METAL
walls WOOD: log

_ WOOD: weatherboard
cther CONCRETE

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current ccndition of
precperty on one oOr more continuation sheets.)

the
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Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
critaria qua_:Iying the property for National Register listing)

s Troperty is associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the bread patterns of our history.

B zroperty is associated with the lives cf persons significant in our
—ast.

C Froperty embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,
>r method of construction or represents the work of a master, or

zossesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinection.

D Sroperty has vielded, or is likely to yield informaticn important in
rra2history or history.

Criteria Ccns:derations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

X A cwned by a religious institution cr used for religious urposes.
B r=moved from its original location.
___c % pirthplace or a grave.

D ToIemetery.

i

: reconstryucted building, object,or structure.

tr]

commemorative property.,

T -ss than 50 vears of age or acnieved significance within the past
vears.

O]

Areas of Sigrmificance (Enter categories from instructions)
___ETHNIC HERITAGE: MNative American

__ EDUCATION
Pericd ©f Sign:ilcance __1868-1946
Significant Zites 1868
1908
1930
Significant r=zrson (Complete if Criterion B is marked apove)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation _Monacan
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Architect/Builder _ Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on
one or more centinuation sheets.)

9. Majer Bibliographical References

s P - P 4 .3 ¥ L 3§ K F L F ¥ F T r T rF:Eor-]
{Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one
or more continuation sheets.)

Previcus documentaticn on £ile (NBS)

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the Natiocnal Register

designated a MNational Historie Landmark

recorded by Eistoric American Buildings Survey &

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
Universgity

____ Other

Name cof repository:

UTM Fefearences {Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
17 665380 4159860 3

Z _ 4

S5ee continuation sheetc.

| |

Verkal BRBoundary Descristion (Describe the boundaries of the property on a
continuation sineet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a
continuaticn Ineac, |

ot
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name/titlie Martin C. Perdue

organization_ _ N/A date  July 22, 1996
gtrest & number_ 105 King William Drive telephone_ (7%7) 221-7202_
city or town Williamsburg state VA cip code  23188-1920_

Submit the following items with the complezad form:
Continuaticn Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property‘'s location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage
Or numerous resources. .

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additicnal items {(Check with the SHPO or FPC for any additicnal items)

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name _ Monacan Indian Tribal Association ¢ o Phyllis Hicks

strest & number P. O. Box 112 telephone (804} 929-69%29_

civy or town  Monroe state VA

Paresrwork Reductlion Act Statement: This :nformation iz Deing ccllected for
applications to the National Register of Historic Placss to nominate properties
for listing or determine eligibility for _isting, to list properties, and to
amend existing listings. Response to this rsquest is regquirsc to cbtawn a benefit
in accordance with the National Historic Preservation act, as amended (16 U.S.C.
470 =t seqg.] .

Est-mated Purden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated
to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct
comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect ¢f this form -o the Chief,
Administrative Services Division, Natieonal Park Service. P.0. Box 37127,
Wasnhington, DC I3013-7127; and the Cffice =f Management and Budget, Paperwork

Reductions Project {1024-0018), Washingtcn., DC 20503.
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Architectural Description

The Bear Mountain Indian Mission School is a single-storvy, one-room,
horizeontal leoo building. It is gituated about 4 miles from the town of
Amherst, Virginia, on Route 643 (Kenmore Road) in the rural Ioothills along
the southeastern base of Bear Mountain. The original missicn, consisting of
Saint Paul’s ¥piscopal Church and the mission workers’ house, occupies a
gquarter-acre plot defined by Route 643 and two converging branches o>f Falling
Rock Creek. The school building and a newer concrete-block school annex are
located on a narrow wedge of land between Falling Rock Creek and Route 780
{Indian Miss.on Boad) . About 20 yards southwest of the church, a large

concret=e-blovs bus_ding wasg recently built ais the Parish Hall and Monacan

Indian Tribal Lsscciation Center. All five buildings are in close proximity
tc one anothor in an area of something less than an acre, rurrcounded by wooded
hills on the west, north, and east, and fie.ds tec the souch.

Across the cresek, west of the mission school, liesg Saint Paul’'s

Episcopal Church.  Zullt for the mission, the church was a rectangular wood
frame zuildino pawnted white with a hint of gothic detailing in triangular

lights above the Zoor and the east window. The three windows in che north

side were alz: torred with triangular arches. A small diamond shaped window
was fixed in 22 sgex of the east gable and above this a lcur-fset zall cross
served as a I nial. According to Peter Houck’s historv of the Monacans, it
wag "twentiyv-six b sixty-two feet, was underpinned with field stone down to
the granite ase. It would hold two hundred people."- This church, and the
peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst County (Lynchburyg, Va.: Lynchburg

Histeorical Research Cowpany, 13984): 385,
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adjacent hcuse Zor mission workers, are contributing resources since they were
built during the period of significance. The original church caught fire in
the winter of 1520 and was completely destroyed, taking with it the nearby
missicn house. The church was immediately rebuilt and the mission workers’
house was replaced shortly thereafter, presumably within two or thryee years
after the fire.

The church, as it appears now, is quite similar in form and style to the
original structure. It is a long, wood frame building with a gable roof
coverad with asphalt or compeosite shingles. The entrance is through double
doors centersd in the west gakle end. Above the doors is a triangular transom
and a gabled nccd. Over this hood a circular window, abouz three feet in

diameter, has taxen the place of the diamond-shaped opening of the original

church. The =zast gable =nd is lit with three tall, narrow, pointed arch
windews. ¢ T2 north corner of the east end is a small, szble roofed
vestibule. Tt s lit with an arched window in the east =nd. The minister's
door to the —=stibule i in che north side and, in keeping with e vernacular
gothic detai’_ g, it 1s also topped with a small triangular transom.

The pre=2r7 migslon workers’ house is a small L-plan, wood frame
dweiling rescing on a concrete block foundarion. Tt i1s sheathed with
horizental wcoz siding and the gable roof is covered with agphalt or composite
shingles. 1 =nclosed porch has begen added to the northeast side and parts of
the hcuse i s o2en resheathed with modern svynthetic mater-alis.,

4 mors —=z=2nt school building, also a contributing resource, was built
to the southr -2 =he log schocol. This building appears to date from the 1930s.

Is a plain Zvrame building, sheathed in weatherboard, with a standing-seam
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metal roecf.

The plan of the log mission school house measurss 17'2" by 19’17,
carried on a low stone foundation. The walls are abcut 5 to 6 inches thick
and appear to be constructed of pine logs. The logs have been hewn flat on
the inside and outside surfaces and are joined at the corners with "v"
notches. The interstices, or spaces between the logs, are filled with a mud

and lime chinking. Some of the mortar appears to have been added during later

repalrs. The walls are painted white, presumably over earlier coats of
whitewash. There are a number of places where planks have been nailed over
the logs, apparently ccovering areas of decay and repair. The gable roof is

covered with standing-seam metal over boards supported by =ight rafters.

There 1s no ridge pole; however, the rafters appear to be nailed together.

The main facade of the school faces east ontc Route 780 (Indian Mission Read) .
The door is roughly in the center of this wall with a window on either side.

Both windows are six-over-six deoubkle-hung sash. The Zoor and window frames

and trim are 1il. painted gray. The north facade is & =able end facing Route
643 (Kenmore Zgad) . Tha center of this wall features i window, also six-over-
six double-hung sash. 7o the east of this window is i i17-Inch-sguare
concrete-blcock flue that presumably replaced an earli=r Zlue ovr stove-pipe.

The west side Zaces Saint Paul’'s Episcopal church and -s also lit by only one
window, of s:x-over-six double-hung sash. The founda:t:on under this wall lies
directly on a lavrge granite cutcrop above rFalling Rocx Zreek. The
fenestration ot the south end of the log pen ig a sincizs central decor that
gives access -2 a4 small storage area. Attached to the south end of the log

schoolhouse is a frame addition consisting of a storacge room and an open
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porch. This wing 1s said to have been added by Arthur Gray in 1908. The
interior walls of the log schoolhouse have been refinished with modern

sheetrock painted a light blue-grsen. The fleor is laid witk 2" planking.
The low ceiling is covered with board and batten, with the strips running

paraliel to the ridge. ¢n either side of the door in the south end there are

slates and a blackboard.
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Statement of Significance

Bear 'cuntain and its vicinity is regarded b+ the Monacans as their
historica.. social, and spiritual center; one which has been occupied by them
since prehistory.* The Bear Mountain Indian Mission School is one of the few
surviving mission schoels for Native Americans in Virginia and it is unique
for 1ts asscoiation with the Mconacan people. It is an artifact of an era of
segregated public education following Reconstruction in the South. For these
reasons, the 3ear Mountain Indian Mission Schocl is considered significant at
the local le=-21 as regards Naticnal Register Criterion A for ethnic history as

well as eduzazion.

Historical Background
When = Topean colonists first set focot in North America the lMonacans

lived threugizut much of the mountains and upper piedmont of Virginia.

According ©:- feter Houck they were linguistically affiliaved with Sioux from
the Chic ~al_zy. They were primarily huncers and =cmadic i the sense that
thew perica:. :ilv moved their wvillages according t£o the availability cof game.
Thev often zszitled along the branches and tributaries of piedmont rivers above
the fall “-=:  The Monacans practiced some agriculture, but not to the extent
of Fowhatan o Algonguins te the east. The influence <f colcniring Europeans
was ncreas:nzly felt by the Monacans in the late seventeenth century. The
most signiiizant result came indirectly, through escalating raids by the

~ A very goeod, recent work on the prehistoric and contact era Monacans is
Jeffirey L. Zantman, "Between Fowhatan and Quirank: Reconstructing Monacan

Culture and H:story in the Context of Jamestown, " American Anthropologist 92, No.
3 {Septemper 19%0}: 676-690.
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Iroqueis from the north. The Iroqueis were in part also reacting to the

pressures of z2xpanding white settlement. According to Houck:

Sometims after 1671, the Tutelos and Saponis were driven south by the
Iroquolis t£o join their Monacan kin, the Ocaneechis, who camped on an
island . . . at the confluence of the Dan and Staunton rivers near
Clarksville. This group was later forced into North Carolina, where
they had a testy relationship with the neighboring Tuscarcra. After ten
vears cI constant agitation, the Sapcnis, a name the English now applied
collectively to all Monacans, returned north to Virginia to be given
protection by the whites at Fort Christiana in Brunswick County. But
further Jetericraticn in cultural relationships led to the hanging of
one of the chiefs. They thus made a reluctant peace with their hated
enemy, the Irequels, and joined them in Pennsylvania as their Sixth
Nation.

During the ~r=rican Revolution, the Monacans, along with the cther Irogquois
nations, reutrzated to Canada. It is belie-=2d that the last <f these Mconacans,

a Tutelp, A= in 1871,

Not a.. of the Monacans ended up in Canada. A handful remained behind
in the —ricinics of Bear Mountain in Amhersc County. Feor cver a century
Monacans and -hites intermarrisd and lived together i the —-zeinitw of Bethel.
Incorporated - 1801 Eethel was located ar the mouth >f Salt Troek on the
Jamas Riwver icut seven miles southwest 52 Fz2ar Meuntain on tne site of an
early tradin: post. By the mid-nineteench v2ntury it ceonsisted of a mill,
tavern, stcvs farry, a few houses, and facilities for preparing tobacco for
water =ransrc:--. The town disappeared with the advent of railroad shipping

and the decl_n2 2f the Kanawha Canal.

in (7. “wo Monacan sisters had a deuble wedding in BE=cthel; Nancy Evans
to ¥ed Branihzw, and Molly Evans to William Johns. Th 1833 William Johns
* peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst County (Lvnchburg, Va.: Lynchburg

Historical ®=ssarch Company, 1984) 27-28.
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bought 400 acres on Bear Mountain where he moved with his wife, £fcur sons, and
father-in-law. This tract, which was referred to as the 'Johns Settlement,’
became the refuge of Monacan descendants with such family names as: Johns,
Evans, Branham, Redcross, and Beverly. When Will Johns died in 1856 the tract
was subdivided among his sons and heirs. By the end of the nineteenth century
much ©f the tract had hbeen scld or lost "through failure to pay property taxes
and exploitation by land-hungry neighbors.®!

In the segregated, racially hierarchical society of the South during the
nineteenth-century Native Americans suffered various forms of discrimination.
According to Virginia law passed in 1823 the product of Native American and
white marriages, as well as the children of white and African-American unions,
were labellsd "mulattoces." In other words, Native American descendants were
legally denizd claim teo their her%tage as a distinct zroup. Dr. Walter A.
Plecker, the first regiscrar of the Virginia State Bureau of vital Statistics,
promoted legislation which did further harm to Native Aamericans.® In 1924 he
helped drat: the Virginia Racial Integrity Law which raad, in part, that "It
shall be un_awful for anv white person in this 3State to marry save a white
person, ©or a person with no other admixture of blocd :than white or American
Indian. For the purposes cf this act, the term 'whictes parson’ shall apply
only to the werson who nas no trace whatsosver of anv zlood other than

Caucasian; but persons who have cne-sixteenth or lesg 5f£ the blood of an

* Peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst County (Linchburg, ¥Ya.: Lynchburg
Historical Zesearch Company, 1984) 54.

® See Helen Rountree, The Powhatan Indiapns of Virginia (Norman, OKk.:
University of Cklahoma Press, 1289); and Peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst
County {(Lynchburg, Va.: Lynchburg Historical Research Companv, 1984).
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American Indian."’ Plecker compiled lists of surnames of families judged to
be non-white. 1In 19234 his list to Amherst County of reople %2 -2 banned from
white faciliities included the names of Jonns, Branham, Hicks, Hamiliten, and

Adcox. In the vicinity of Bear Mountain there were descendants of Monacans
who were "phenotypically white . . . who wanted to be identified as white, and
there were also phenotypic Indians who were proud of their Indian pedigree.”’
Plecker’s legislation denied the heritage of both grours. He claimed that
there were nc descendants of Native Americans in Virginia withcouc aAfrican-
American blood, thus they were all classified as "mulattoes." <Whether they
considered themselves white or Monacan, the descendancs cf tha Jchns
settlement were legally defined as mulattco.

There was little or no access for thase people to schools and churches
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Some, ~nhcse name or
app=arance gualified them as ’'white,’ could attend white scnocls and colleges,

but this meant denying their Monacan ance=szry. At thse same cime, others felt

that zhey did not belong in the schools crwanized for African-imericans. The
early twenti=th century was also a time <2 Zntense missicnary activity, both
domestic and international. Missionaries cfcen filled a gap in assisting the

impoverished and disenfranchised overlook=d or neglecr=d bv laws and public
instituticons. In 1207 a few well-meaning residents ¢f Amhers:t County, John J.

Ambler IIX, <aptain Edgar Whitehead, and ==, Arthur Zrav amons .em, decided

As guoted in Peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst Ceunty L .T.chburg, Va.:
Lynchburg Historical Research Company, 158<) 73.

Peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst County (Lynchburg, Va.: Lynchburg
Historical Research Company, 1984) 73-74.
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to build an Episcopal mission for the Monacan Indians cof the Johns Settlement
on Bear Mountain. A voung graduate of the University o»f Virginia, Arthur Gray
Jr.. was versuaded by his father to operate the missicn. On January 1, 1908,
Ambler, with Elisha Willis, William Adcox, and Richard Lawless, acquired a
quarter-acre parcel of land for the mission. It was a small triangular lot
bounded on the north by Route 643 and on the east and west by the confluence
of two tributaries of Falling Rock Creek. Later that vear, member:s of the

Bear Mountalin Monacan community, together with Arthur Gray, built the Saint

Paul’'s Mission church on a large rock cutcropping betwesen the two creeks. It
was also i L9008 <hat Gray, with the aid 2f the Monacans, added the frame
extensicn Lo tile schoolhouse. Gray securad a teacher and o ceaconess and the

work of the missicnh began in earnestc.
The one-room log mission school had rezportedly cccupied its site for

forty vears nrior o the advent of the mission.® This would place its date

of construcc-ion to about 1868. In additicn to functizning sz a scheeol, the
building wins used as a meetinghouse. It was teoo small for ke nearly 350
pecple i Tz community it served. On scme occaslions, when ltinerant

preachers w=2re conducting services, peopi= would £ill zhe sma-l zchool-house,
its windows. znd 211 avround it cutside. “noil Arthur 3ray avrclued, teachers
were providad by tne county sporadically, and sometimes cnlv on a part-time
basis. Through his successful persuasion and lobbying efforts, Sray managed
to securs oonendable teachers for the schocl. The schoel buiiding actually

lay outside -—he boundaries of the misgion until July, 1924 when a deed was

Peter Houck, Indian Island in Amherst County (Lynchburg, Va.: Lynchburg
Historical Za2search Company, 1984): 87.



-

O

NPS Form 1G-%00-a JMB T 19Z4-0018

(8-86)

United Stacss Z

vpartment of the Interior
National Park T

arvice
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATICN S=EEET

ndian Migsion School

Section _ 2 Page 10 fear Mounta:i:
oo, TTirginia

smirerst Cou

made conveving the school tract to the mission trusteess, perhaps i1n response
to the Virginia Racial Integrity Law. This was the first time that the school
was mentioned n the deed bhooks, and it was vaguely ncoted zaat It had "been
ugsed for a number of years by the School Board of Amherst for a school." The
school building and property belonged to the Episcopal Diocese of Southwestern
Virginia; however, the teachers were, at least in the later years, empleoyees
of the county school board. This arrangement sufficed to provide education to
members of the Bear Mountain Monacan community for nearly a century. The
little school finally closed its deors in 1964 when integration laws made it
obsolete. Whils the mission school may represent a painful, racist past it is
also regard=d as a symbol of community, centrality, and zTonession by the people
who were scnoc’ed thers. Apart from the repuilt church and mission house, it

ig also the sole surviving remnant of archictectural bi-riwsses which can be
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