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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The SW=-9 Intermediate Boundary Stone of the District of Columbia falls on land owned by Arlingten
County Board in the suburbs known as Falls Church Park at 18th Street and Van Buren Drive,
Arlington, Virginia. It is surrounded by an iron fence painted dark green approximately four and
one-half feet in height. The stone stands approximately 15 inches cbove the ground and is made
of sandstone one foot square. The top of the marker is worn and missing a bronze pleque that was
added by the Daughters of the American Revelution in the early 1900's (the plague is now in the
office of the Arlington County Survey and will be replaced shortly). The inscriptions on the four
sides of the stone are as follows: on the west side facing Van Buren Drive " Jurisdiction of the"

is all that can be read since the stone is sinking in the ground; on the north side facing a set of
trees and 18th Street the date "1791" is seen; on the east side facing the interior of the park
meadow area is the state name "Virginia"; on the south side the "variance” can not be read due
to the closeness of a tree shadowing the stone facing the park area stream and the continuation
of the park, The SW=9 Intermediate Boundary Stone lies directly on the line separating Arlington
County from the City of Falls Church,

The original forty (40) boundary stones are out of alignment now, but were placed outlining the
original boundary of the District of Columbia beginning at Jones' Point running due northwest

ten miles, thence to the north corner at right angles ten miles, thence to the east corner ten
miles; thence back to its paint of origin fen miles; except as to a few places where the miles
terminated on a declivity or in the water. In such cases the stones were placed on the nearest
firm ground and the true distance in miles and poles was marked on them, Each stone between
the four comer stones was suppose.to measure one mile. On the sides facing the territory was
inscribed " Jurisdiction of the United States, " on the opposite side the name of the state, Virginia
or Maryland, on the third side the inscription of the year  was placed, and on the fourth
side the position of the magnetic variance. l

Each boundary stone bore the word "miles" or "mile, " and they were numbered progressively
from one to ten miles on each surveyed line, An additional number was placed on the last
five stones on the northeast apparently marking the number of miles on Maryland territory.

The origina! intermediate boundary stones of the District of Columbia were all of fine sandstone, one fc
square and two feet in height, independent of the rough part which was embedded in the ground and
which was also two feet. The top was bevelled for four inches, thus forming the frustum of a
four-sided pyramid, The stones originally appeared to have been carefully and accurately sawed

and not cut with a chisel. '
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Benjamin Banneker (17311808}, .\ nen/anchiTecT Not Known

SPECIFIC DATES Boundary Stones (1772-preset)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE -

Benjamin Banneker was perhaps the most famous black man in colenial America. He was o
farmer, a mathematician, an inventor, an astronomer, a writer, a surveyor, a scientist, and
a humanitarian. As a scientist and inventor he constructed a wooden clock with moving
parts which operated for more than half a century. His astronomical calculations led to his
writing one of the first series of almanacs printed in the United States. He was one of the
first black men fo participate in public service to the new nation as a scientific assistant
under the leadership of Major Pierre Charles L'Enfant in surveying the city of Washington.
He was respected as a scientist by other men of science in both the colonies and in Europe.
Banneker was also a humanitarian who objected to the injustices of slavery, opposed capital
punishment, and subscribed to the creation of a Bureau of Peace.

BIOGRAPHY

Benjamin Banneker was born in 1731 and spent almost his entire life in Baltimore County,
Maryland where his ancestors had settled during the seventeenth century. His grondfather
was an African pririce hiamed Bannke or Bannaka who married his mistress, a former inden-
- tured servant Englishwoman named Molly Welsh,  Banneker's formal education was limited
to what his maternal grandmother could teach him and the instruction he received at a
Quaker school. [nspite of differing accounts of the circumstances of Banneker's early
education, most witnesses concur that he attended school until he acquired a knowledge
of reading and writing, and an advanced understanding of mathematics.

Banneker's native intelligence was perhaps his greatest endowment since he was essentially
a self-taught man. His ability to educate himself, in part, rested on his extraordinary
retentive memory as well as his-acute pawers of obsérvation. He was a keen observer of
everything that transpired around him.

Banneker's ability as a mathematician enabled him to construct what is believed to have
been the first working wooden clock in America in 1753, He had observed only two time-
pieces in his life, a sundial and a pocket watch, and recreated on a larger scale a clock
made almost entirely of wood that struck the hour.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The SW-9 Intermediate Boundary Stone of the District of Columbia falls on land owned by Arlingten
County Board in the suburbs known as Falls Church Park at 18th Street and Van Buren Drive,
Arlington, Virginia. Bounded on the west by Van Buren Drive, thence on the north by 18th
Streat, thence on the east by the park mecdow, and thence by the park stream at the county
line of Arlington and Falls Church City, It is 10 feet from Van Buren Drive and 25 feet from
18th Street. '
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Lynne Gomez Graves, Historical Projects Director

ORGAMIZATION DATE

Afro-American Bicentennial Corporation 3 February 1976

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

1420 N Street, N.W., Suite 103 ' (202) 462-2519

CiiY OR TOWRN STATE

Washington D.C.

FUSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER GERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE I1S:
NATIONAL ____ STATE ___ LOCAL ____

As the designated S1ate Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Prasarvation Act of 1956 (Public Law 88-565). )
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Ragister and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures sat forth by the Nartional Park Service.
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The invention of the clock led Banneker to investigate the classical werks in the field of
astronomy, After many months of study and endless labor, he compiled an almanac for the
year 1792, The publication of this almanac brought him to the attention of such learned
men as James McHenry, a Maryland senator; Marquis de Condorcet, secretary of the
Academy of Science in Paris; and Major Andrew Eliicott, an astute astronomer. Although
Banneker's almanac for 1792 was not published until 1793, his publications continued for
the next six years and included twenty-eight editions. However, Banneker's fame did not
rest solely upon the compilation of his almanaes. ~

In 1789 President George Washington, authorized by Congress, gave personal orders that
forty stones be erected to form the boundary of the intended capitol of ihe nation. He
appointed Major Andrew Ellicott in 1791 to survey the site chosen for the new Federal
City. George Ellicott, Benjamin Banneker's long=time friend, was asked to serve os

the major's scientific assistant but he declined the position to enthusiastically recommend
Banneker. The major accepted the recommendation already aware of Banneker's quali-
fications from the ephemeris that Banneker had calculated for his intended 1792 almanac;
and Thomas Jefferson, Secretary of State, also knowing Banneker's qualifications,
approved the appoiniment.

It was the responsibility of the surveying team to locate the site of the capitol, president's
house, city parks, streets and all other public buildings. It was not until the surveying

of the future capitol was well in progress and all calculations completed that Major Pierre
Charles L'Enfant was appointed by Thomas Jefferson to prepare the drawings for the
specific site. Shortly thereafter, Major L'Enfant resigned his position before the planned
design was completed. It was only through the efforts of Major Andrew Ellicott and
Benjamin Banneker that the Federal City was completed.

Prior to coming to Washington Banneker had sent a copy of his first ephemeris to Thomas
Jefferson in 1791, He prefaced the copy with a letter which has since become fomous.
In this letter Banneker asked that Jefferson reconcile the language he used in his 1788
Notes on the State of Virginia in which Jefferson made open remarks demeaning the
mental capabilities of blacks, Banneker also requested that Jefferson use his influence
to find ways to end the unnecessary prejudicial attitude inflicted against the black race.
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Banneker probably received more fame than any other black man living in the United
States during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. He was viewed as

an example of the ability of the black race during a time when Americans sought proof
of the black man's capabilities. Banneker's genius and confributions to science provide
evidence of the Afro-American's confributing force to the nation during its infancy.
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Siavery to Freedom, Alfred A. Knoph, New York (1965) (2nd ed.), p. 155,
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Bedini, Silvio. The Life of Benjamin Banneker. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons,
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