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1. Name of Propertv 
Historic name: ARLINGTON FOREST HISTORJC DISTRICT 
Other nameslsite number: (VDHR File Number 000-7808) 

2. Location 
Street & Number: Bounded by: North Carlin Springs Road, North George Mason Drive, North 
Henderson Road, South Aberdeen Street, South Columbus Street, North Granada Street. North 
Galveston Street, and 2"* Street North 

[NIAl Not for Publication 
City or town: I 1 Vicinitv 
State: Virginia Code: VA Countv: Arlington Code: 013 Zip Codes: 22203 and 22204 

3. StatelFederal Aeencv Certification 
As tk dcrigmled aulhotity under lk National Hirtotie Rrwrvalion Act. as a m &  I hereby cenify that lh~r [X ] mMnallon I I request for dctcmunafian of cli ihil ity -1s ih 
documnlallon standards for reinsting pmpcnier in t h  National Rcir ler ofnimtie Pker and m c c ~  ik pmcdunl  ud pmfesrional rcquircmcnrr scr bnh in 36 CFR Pan M In 
my oplruor. t k  property [X I mrcU I ] docs MI mtl t k  National Regstcr ctitctia. I rccarnrmnd that this pmpny  k cnmidered a p i f ~ a e  [ ] nationally [ I satwide [ X  1 locally. 
11 1 Scc continuauon ske l  for additional e a m n l r . )  

State or Federal agency and bureau 
In my oprnran. lk propcm I I m l s  1 I d m i  no, m e t  t k  N a t m l  Rellrtcr cnvna 11 I See conf8nvarron r k l  foradd,t,~al eomm.? ) 

Signature of certifying officialmitle Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 
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4. National Park Service Certification 
I. hereby, certify that this property is: Siwfure of the Keeper Date of Action 
[ ] ~t~tered in the National Rewter. 

( ) see continution sheet 
[ 1 detennifled eligible for the National Reglster 

( ) see continuation sheet 
[ I determined mt eliglble for the National Register 
[ ] removed ham the Natioml Register 
[ ]other, (explain:) 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property No. Resources within Property 
[XI Private [ ] Building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
[XI Public-Local [XI District & 293 Buildings 
[ ] Public-State [ ] Site 3 1 Sites 
[ ] Public-Federal [ ] Structure 0 1 Structure 

[ ] Object 0 1 Objects 
813 293 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing 
Historic Residential Suburbs in the United States. 1830-1960, MPS Resources previously 

listed in the National 
Register 0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories 
from instructions) 
DOMESTIClSingle Dwellings 
DOMESTICISecondary Structures 
COMMERCEITRADEISpecialty stores 
COMMERCEITRADElRestaurants 
LANDSCAPEIParks 

Current Functions (enter 
categories from instructions) 
DOMESTICISingle Dwellings 
DOMESTICISecondarv Structures 
COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty stores 
COMMERCE/TRADE/Restaurants 
SOCIALRecreational center 
RECREATION & CULTUREIOutdoor recreation 
LANDSCAPEIParks 

[ ] See continuation sheet 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 
LATE 19 '~ & 20' '~ CENTURY REVNALSIColonial Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
Foundation: CONCRETE 
Walls: BRICK: WOOD: Weatherboard: SYNTHETICS: Vinyl 
Roof ASPHALT; METAL: Tin 
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Narrative Description 
Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets 

[XI See continuation sheet 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance 
(Mark x inone or more bores for the ctileria (Enter cat~goties from instructions) 
guulifyin& the propee for Natioml Register listing.) 

[ X ] A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 

ARCHITECTURE 
COMMUNITY PLANNING 

AND DEVELOPMENT 
of our history. 

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past. 

[ XI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mnrk x in all the boxes lhat apply.) 

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or 
used for religious purposes. 

[ ] B removed from its original location. 

[ ] C a birthplace or grave. 

Period of Significance 
1939- 1948 

Significant Dates 
1939 
1948 

Significant Person 
(Complete ifCriletion B is m*ed above.) 

Cultural Aff~at ion 
N/A 

[ ] D a cemetery. 

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. ArchitecffBuilder 
Scholz, Robert 0. (Architect) 

[ ] F a commemorative property. Meadowbrook, Inc., 
(Developer and Builder) 

Warren, Monroe (President of 
development company) 
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[ ] G less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the simificancc o f l k  property on one or mre continuation r k e t s l  

[XI See continuation sheet 

9. Maior Bibliographic References 
[XI See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
[ ] preliminary determination of Primary location of add. data: 

individual listing (36 CFR 67) [XI State SHPO office 
[ ] previously listed in the NR [ ] Other State agency 
[ ] previously determined eligible [ ] Federal agency 
by the National Register [X ] Local government 
[ ] designated a National Historic [ ] University 
Landmark [XI Other 
[ ] recorded by Historic American Specify repository: 
Buildings Survey # Virginia Room, Arlinaon 
[ ] recorded by Historic American Central Library 
Engineering Record # 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 219.15 acres 

UTM References Alexandria and Annandale USGS Maps 

UTM References 
I /3/l/6/3/6/9/ /4/310/4/9/1/3/ 

Zone Easting Northing 
2 /1 /311/6/6/4/9/ /4/3/0/4/81714/ 

Zone Eating Northing 

3 /1 /3/1/6/6/4/0/ /4/3/0/4/7/8/2/ 
Zone Eaqting Northing 
4 1 1  /3/l/6/4/0/0/ /4/3/013/6/4/1/ 
Zone Eating Northing 

[XI See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

[XI See continuation sheet 
Boundary Justification 

[XI See continuation sheet 
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11. Form Prepared Bv 
Nameltitle Cvnthia A. Liccese-Torres. Historic Preservation Planner 
Organization Arlington County Historic Preservation Program Date May 2004 
Street & Number 2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 700 Telephone 703.228.3830 
City or Town Arlington State VA Zip code-22201 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following iterm with rhecotnqleted form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check wirh dx SHPO or FPO for ;my add i t im l  item) 

Property Owner 
( C ~ ~ i e I e  ilm 81 the request of the SHPO Or FPO.) 

name See attached mailing labels 
street & number telephone 
city or town state zip code 

Paperw~rk Reduction Ace Stntement: Ilus informtion i s  being collected hr applications to thc NatioMl ReMster o f  Historic Places to mn im te  properties for listing 
or deternine eiifihility for listing to list properties, and to amend existing listins. Respotwe to this request is required lo obtain a benefit in accordance wirh the 
N u t l o ~ l  Historic Preservation Act, as unrnded(l6 U.S.C. 470 elsea.) 

Estimnted Bo,rdm Statement: Public repaning burden for this form is estimted to averngc 18.1 hours per respnnre including time for reviewing instructions, gathering 
and mi lmining data, and eotnqletiny and reviewing the form Direct c o m n t s  r e ~ r d i n y  this burden estimte or any aspect o f  thin form to the Chief, Adenistntive 
Senices Divi i ion Notialul Park Service, PO. Box 37127, Washington DC 20013-7127; and the Ofice of the  Manngemnt and Budget, Papetwork Reducli~rns 
Pnrlccrs (1024-0018). w a r h i n ~ n ~  r~ 20503. 
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7. Description 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The subdivision of Arlington Forest is located in the western-central portion of Arlington 
County, approximately three and one-half miles from Washington, DC. The boundaries of the 
Arlington Forest Historic District extend from North Carlin Springs Road and North George 
Mason Drive to the north, North Henderson Road to the east, South Aberdeen Street and South 
Columbus Street to the south, and North Granada Street, North Galveston Street, and 2nd Street 
North to the west. Arlington Boulevard (U.S. Route 50) separates the northern and southern 
halves of the neighborhood and centrally-located Lubber Run Park divides the western and 
eastern sections. Developed in four stages between 1939 and 1948, the architecture of Arlington 
Forest is defined by orderly rows of brick, detached, two-story, single-family homes featuring six 
rooms and minimal Colonial Revival decorative detailing. While there are great similarities 
amongst the houses in Arlington Forest, the housing stock is differentiated by variations in roof 
shape, porch and entrance location, use of brick and clapboard materials, and arrangement of 
fenestration. The Historic District also contains a period neighborhood shopping center and three 
public parks. Arlington Forest is one of the best examples of a mid-20Ih century planned, mixed- 
use community in Arlington County. The neighborhood typifies the innovative trends of World 
War 11-era suburban planning, as advocated by the Federal Housing Administration in its house 
designs and subdivision guidelines, and incorporates curvilinear streets and cul-de-sacs, 
community parklands, and a neighborhood shopping center into its original design. There are 
724 contributing primary resources and 92 non-contributing primary resources in the Arlington 
Forest Historic District. The Historic District also contains 89 contributing secondary resources 
and 201 non-contributing secondary resources. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Setting 

Prior to the platting of Arlington Forest, this area typified the rural character of Arlington County 
and contained only fields and woodland. A 1934 aerial photograph of this portion of the County 
reveals that the Arlington Forest area prior to development was wooded, except for the open 
fields of a farm on North Galveston Street (now in the 200 block) and the historic Henderson 
estate (formerly located at 481 1 3rd Street North). Arlington Forest derives its name from this 
wooded setting, now evident in the tree-lined curvilinear streets and cul-de-sacs that follow the 
sloping terrain, as well as in the parklands running through the middle of the neighborhood. 
Ironically, the developers of Arlington Forest destroyed much of the earlier wooded scenery 
during the construction phase, which resulted in a barren appearance not in keeping with the lush 
surroundings implied by the neighborhood's name. Over time, the remaining trees have matured 
and new trees have been planted, once again creating a natural canopy reminiscent of the original 
setting of the area. 

There are three houses dating to the 19" century located in the Arlington Forest neighborhood. 
Outside the western edge of the district at 5512 North Carlin Springs Road is the Mary Carlin 
House, constructed circa 1800 by William Carlin, the tailor of George Washington. This one- 
story log home originally was part of his 165-acre tract purchased in 1772. Carlin later gave the 
property to his granddaughters, Mary and Ann Carlin. Mary Carlin was horn in the house circa 
1805 and resided there until her death in 1905. Broyhill's Addition within the Arlington Forest 
Historic District contains the other two 191h century homes. The one-story Ann Carlin cottage, 
located at 11 7 North Galveston Street, dates to around 1850 and was built as a tenant house or 
servants' quarters. Lastly, the two-story, frame farmhouse at 205 North Galveston Street likely 
dates from the 1820s to 1840s. During the Civil War, this property was owned by Charles E. 
Mix, Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Today, only the dwelling and a camage house remain. 
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Development of Arlington Forest, 1939-1948 

Planned and built by Meadowbrook Construction Company, an active building and real estate 
development firm in the metropolitan Washington, DC, area in the early- to mid-20'~ century, 
Arlington Forest contains modest-sized, two-story, brick, detached single-family dwellings. 
Although at first glance the six-room houses appear to be identical, local architect Robert 0. 
Scholz designed subtle variations in roof shapes, locations of entrances and porches, and the use 
and placement of materials that differentiate the homes and define the architectural character of 
the neighborhood. Meadowbrook's President Monroe Warren, in collaboration with Scholz, 
relied upon the popular national trends in subdivision planning and design as their inspiration, in 
particular the subdivision planning tactics and architectural designs promoted by the Federal 
Housing Administration (FHA). The architectural variety characteristic of Arlington Forest was 
in keeping with the FHA design standards, which emphasized a harmonious collection of homes 
without monotony or excessive architectural ornamentation.' 

By the time the Arlington Forest subdivision was underway, Meadowbrook's business address 
was listed as 43 1 Tower Building, Washington, D C . ~  The Meadowhrook office later moved to 
Chevy Chase, Maryland, and was located at 3707 East West ~ i ~ h w a ~ . '  For his Arlington Forest 
venture, Warren collaborated with Scholz, who previously was a partner in the firm of Baer & 
Scholz where he designed several apartment buildings in Washington, DC, including the high- 
style Alban Towers on Massachusetts Avenue, NW, in 1928-1929.~ He established his own firm, 
Robert 0. Scholz Company, Inc., in 1934 and continued an active role up until his death in 
1978.~ His office was located at 1625 K Street, NW (Washington, DC), and later relocated down 
the block to 1614 following World War 11.~ Scholz is regarded as one of the seven major 
architects of residential and commercial Art Deco style buildings in the Nation's capital.' 
Scholz designed several variations of the same basic floor plan for the Colonial Revival homes in 
Arlington County's Arlington Forest subdivision. 

Meadowbrook first broke ground for Arlington Forest in 1939 (see Figure 1 for the development 
progression of the entire neighborhood from 1939 to 1948). The first phase to be completed, 
appropriately known as Southside, was along and south of Lee Boulevard (now called Arlington 
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Boulevard or U.S. Route 50). The very first building permits for the entire Arlington Forest 
subdivision were issued July 13, 1939 for a portion of the Southside section. The permits were 
for those houses along the eastern side of South Park Drive from numbers 1 1 through 47. 
Building permits for 4750,4754, and 4758 Arlington Boulevard also were issued on this same 
date. One day later on July 14, 1939, building permits were approved for 4762 and 4766 
Arlington Boulevard. Construction along South Aberdeen Street was underway by Fall 1939. 
By the end of April 1940, Meadowbrook boasted it already had sold 130 homes in Arlington 
Forest and was averaging the sale of one house per day.8 Construction in Southside continued 
through the summer of 1940, expanding westward along Arlington Boulevard and including 
South Buchanan, South Columbus, and South lSt streets. Meadowbrook featured the home at 
4766 Arlington Boulevard as a furnished exhibit home.9 

The second phase of development also occurred in 1940 as Meadowbrook crossed Arlington 
Boulevard (the northlsouth dividing line in the County) into the northern sector of the County 
east of Lubber Run Park. Extending from Arlington Boulevard northward to 3'* Street North and 
between North Columbus Street and North Henderson Road, this portion of Arlington Forest is 
known as Northside. This section was built on land historically associated with the Henderson 
family's estate. The first building permits for the Northside section were approved on June 6, 
1940 for the homes at 4754,4758,4762, and 4766 1" Street North. By October 1940, 
Meadowbrook claimed it had sold more than 230 Arlington Forest homes in just ten months, a 
clear indication of "proof of ~ a l u e . " ' ~  Building permits for Northside, including the Arlington 
Forest Shopping Center fronting both Arlington Forest Park and Arlington Boulevard, continued 
to be issued through December 11, 1941. Another hmished exhibit home was located in 
Northside at 4767 Arlington ~oulevard." 

The third phase of the subdivision, known as Greenbrier, is that portion of Arlington Forest 
located west of Lubber Run Park. Greenbrier evolved in nine distinct and continuous phases 
between 1941 and 1946. The first building permits for the Greenbrier section were issued on 
May 23, 1941 for those homes on the cul-de-sac of 1" Street North; numbers 5207 and 5301 2nd 
Street North; numbers 1 and 5 North Granada Street; and numbers 9 through 114 North 
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Greenbrier Street. A considerable portion of Greenbrier was approved for construction during 
and after World War 11, including: 

335 through 390 North Granada Street, 5106 through 5228 North Carlin Springs 
Road, and 382,390,394, and 398 North Edison Street (December 1941); 
206 through 377 and 383,389,395, and 399 North Edison Street, and 5160 and 
5 16 1 3'* Street North (April 1942); 
North Evergreen Street (October 1945); and 
3rd Street North (October 1945 and also March 1946). 

A final phase of construction in Arlington Forest occurred in 1948. Adjacent to the western edge 
of Greenbrier, this phase was not part of the original subdivision as planned and built by 
Meadowbrook. Known as Broyhill's Addition, this last section is attributed to another locally 
prominent builder and architect team. M.T. Broyhill & Sons achieved success as one of the 
largest builders of brick homes throughout the metropolitan Washington, DC, area, active 
particularly in the mid-1940s through the 1950s. Architect J. Raymond Mims, whose career 
spanned more than 40 years, relocated to Arlington by 1940 and designed a range of residential, 
institutional, and commercial projects, including his 1948 Streamline Modeme-styled Al's 
Motor's Building at 3910 Wilson Boulevard in the Ballston neighborhood of Arlington ~ o u n t ~ . ' ~  
By the time they began their project in Arlington Forest, Broyhill & Sons' office was located at 

4601 Lee Highway in Arlington and Mims' business address was listed simply as ~r1ington.l~ 
Although similar to and compatible with the established Arlington Forest neighborhood, Broyhill 
and Mims created a slightly modified and larger variation of Meadowbrook's basic house plan.'4 
The homes within Broyhill's Addition are located along North Carlin Springs Road, the western 
half of 2nd Street North, and along North Galveston Street. The first building permits for 
Broyhill's Addition were issued on March 23, 1948 for 5332 through 5420 North Carlin Springs 
Road, the 200 and 300 blocks of North Galveston Street, and 5325,5329, and 5353 2nd Street 
North. Construction for the remainder of Broyhill's Addition was approved just two months 
later in May 1948. Broyhill's Addition is included within the Arlington Forest Historic District 
since it is contained within the boundaries of the neighborhood citizen's association and because 
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its Colonial Revival-styled architecture complements the Meadowbrook predecessors and also is 
based upon the subdivision planning requirements established by the FHA. 

The Architecture of Arlington Forest 

In its 1936 bulletin entitled Principles of Planning Small Houses, FHA's Small House Program 
presented five sample house designs with gabled roofs to be used in new planned subdivisions or 
as infill in existing neighborhoods.'5 Labeled types A through E, they offered a range of living 
comfort and space in both one- and two-story models. Each of the different types was depicted 
with only the simplest, basic, and most cost-effective features illustrated. They could be built in 
a range of materials, from frame, brick, or concrete block, to shingles, reinforced concrete, 
stucco, or stone. House Types A and B were one-story models with a living room, kitchen, 
bathroom, and two bedrooms. Type A, also known as the "FHA minimum house," measured 
only 534 square feet. House Types C and D were considerably larger, with two full stories and 
two bedrooms on the upper floor. Type D, with the main entrance located on the front elevation, 
also featured an attached garage large enough for one automobile. House Type E was the largest 
FHA design, with an optional basement, three bedrooms on the second level, and simple 
Classically-inspired ornamentation around the front entrance and in the gable end. 

In 1940, the FHA revised its Principles ofplanning Small Houses, shifting the focus of house 
design and construction to creating a flexible system of interior and exterior space based not just 
on livability, but also variability and e ~ ~ a n d a b i l i t ~ . ' ~  This new approach considered such factors 
as sunlight and wind on the orientation of a house; the ability to enlarge interior spaces by 
extending particular rooms and creating an irregular floor plan; adding basements, fireplaces, and 
chimneys as standard building features; and standardizing construction materials (from the 
plumbing and joists to the windows, cabinets, and hardware). Consequently, variations of the 
same basic house designs could be created simply by reversing floor plans, using different 
exterior materials, or selecting different entrances or roof types. 

The symmetrical, square-shaped house plans of Arlington Forest are derived from three of the 
1936 FHA designs described above, yet also illustrate the standardization and variation of 


































































































































































































































































































































































































