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ASHTON HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA 
Name of Property County and  State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property No. Resources within Property 
[XI Private [ ] Building(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
[ ] Public-Local [XI District 1,097 159 Buildings 
[ ] Public-State [ ] Site 1 Sites 
[ ] Public-Federal [ ] Structure t 3 Structure 

[ ] Object 0 Objects 

Name of related multiple property listing 
N/ A 

1,099 162 Total 
Number of contributing 
Resources previously 
listed in the National 
Register 1 

6. Function o r  Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories Current Functions (enter 
from instructions) categories from instructions) 

DOMESTICISingle Dwellings DOMESTICISmgle Dwellines 
D0MFSTlC/Mult1ple Dwellinvs DOMESTICIMultiple Dwellings 
DO!viESTIC~Secondar\, Resources -- DOMESTIC Srcondarv Resources 
SOCIAL/Clubhouse SOCIALIClubhouse 
COMMERCEiSuecialtv Store COMMERCE/Specialty Store 

[XI See continuation sheet 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories ffom instructions) 

LATE VICTORIANIOueen Anne 
LATE 19* & 20' CENTURY REVIVALSIColonial Revival 
LATE 19' & 20'" CENTURY REVNALS/Tudor Revival 

[XI See continuation sheet 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation: BRICK: CONCRETE; STONE 
Walls: WOOD: Weatherboard. Shingle; METAL: Aluminum; ASBESTOS: CONCRETE; BRICK. 

STUCCO; SYNTHETICS: Vinyl 
Roof: ASPHALT; ASBESTOS; STONE: Slate: TERRA COTTA 

Narrative Description 
Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets 

[XI See continuation sheet 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark r in one or more bores forth criteria 
qua l ihg  the propem. for Natioml Register l i r a )  

[XI A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history. 

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past. 

[XI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or represents 
the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction. 

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark r, in all the boxes thal apply.) 

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or 
used for religious purposes. 

[ ] B removed from its original location. 

[ ] C a birthplace or grave. 

[ ] D a cemetery. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories fmm immctiortrl 

ARCHlTECTURE 
COMMUNITY PLANNlNG 
- AND DEVELOPMENT 

Period of Significance 
Ca. 1900 to 1950 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person 
(Complstc if Criterion B is d c d  abouc.1 

N/A 

Cultural Aff~at ion 
N/A 

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. ArchitectBuilder 
Brovhill, Marvin T. 

[ ] F a commemorative property. England, Walter 
Jones. Ashton C., Developer 

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or achieved Kav-Alger Comvanv 
significance within the past 50 years. Westenbereer, Frederick E. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain thr sibmiticance of tile propem. on one or more eontinulion sheets.) 

[XI See continuation sheet 



ASHTON HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA 
Name of Property County and State 

9. Maior Bibliographic References 
[X ] See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NF'S): 
[ ] preliminary determination of 

individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
[XI previously listed in the NR 
[ ] previously determined eligible 
by the National Register 
[ ] designated a National Historic 
Landmark 
[ ] recorded by Historic American 
Buildings Survey # 
[ ] recorded by Historic American 
Engineering Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 
[XI State SHPO ofice 
[ ] Otherstate agency 
[ ] Federal agency 
[XI Local government 
[ ] University 
[ lother 
Specify repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 220.598 acres 

UTM References Washington West and Alexandria USGS Maps 

1 ) /1/81 131 1 /8/0/9/41 14/3/0/5/716/4/ 2) /1/81 /3/1/8/2/6/41 /4/3/0/4/7/812 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

3) /1/8/ 13/1!7/2/2/7/ /4!3/0/4/3!5/7/ 4) 11/8/ /3/1/7/2/9/7/ /4/310/5/0/6/8/ 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

[XI See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

[XI See continuation sheet 
Boundary Justification 

IX1 See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared Bv 

Nameltitle Kristie Baynard, Gerald M. Maready, and Laura V. Trieschmann, Architectural 
Historians 
Organization EHT Traceries, Inc. Date August 2002 
Street & Number 1 12 1 5" Street. NW Telephone (202) 393-1 199 
City or Town Washington State D.C. Zip code 20001 



ASHTON HEIGHTS HISTORIC DISTRICT ARLINGTON COUNTY. VA 
Name of Property County and State 

Additional Documentation 
Subnut tk following item with tk conplstcd form- 

Continuation Sheets 
- 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FR3 for my additional item) 

Property Owner 
(Conplete this itern at the request o f tk  SHPO or m0.) 

name See attached list of property owners 
street & number telephone 
city or town state zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Art Statement: This information is being collected for applications to lhe National Regisla of Historic Places to 
nominate prnpnties for listing or det-ine eligibility for listing, to list pmpaties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is 
required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Ael, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 el seg.) 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public repaning burden for this form is estimated to avenge 18.1 hours per response including time far 
reviewing instructions, gathming and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing (he form. Direct commenu regarding this burden 
eslimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief. Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127. Washington, DC 
20013-7127; and the Office of the Management and Budgel. Papawork Reductions Projects (10246018). Washington. DC 20503. 
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6. Function or Use 

EDUCATION/School EDUCATIONISchool 
RELIGIONIChurch RELIGIONIChurch 
DOMESTICISingle Dwelling RELIGIONlChurch-Related Residence 
FUNERARYiCemetery FUNERARYlCemetery 

7. Description 

LATE 19" & EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTSiLate Gothic Revival 
LATE 19" & EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTSiSungalowlCraftsrnan 
OTHERModem 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Located approximately three miles from Washington, D.C., Ashton Heights is a residential neighborhood 
in central Arlington County. The neighborhood is bounded by Wilson Boulevard and 1 O'h Street North to 
the north, Arlington Boulevard to the south, North Irving Street on the east, and North Oxford Street on 
the west. Ashton Heights was first platted and subdivided in 1921 by Ashton C. Jones, who had acquired 
approximately sixty-one acres of land in 1919. The neighborhood was later expanded on the west to 
include the area east of North Oakland Street and north of Arlington Boulevard. The northernmost 
portion of what is today Ashton Heights, to the north of 51h Street North, began to develop before 1921 as 
part of Clarendon. Thus, the neighborhood includes buildings that date from as early as 1900 to the few 
examples of infill construction dating to the latter part of the 20" century. The original Ashton Heights 
neighborhood has expanded with numerous additions, totaling 23 sections, and encompassing just over 
220 acres. In all, there are 1,100 contributing resources, and 162 non-contributing resources within the 
Ashton Heights Historic District. The community consists today of 781 properties with a total of 1,262 
buildings, sites, and structures. Located within the Historic District, the Clarendon (Matthew Maury) 
School is listed individually on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Ashton Heights is defined by a variety of early 201h century architectural styles and building forms. 
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Ranging from early-20~-century high style to vernacular interpretations of the elaborate styles 
traditionally erected decades earlier. Architectural styles and foms  presented in Ashton Heights illustrate 
modest examples of Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, BungalowICraftsman, Colonial Revival, Dutch 
Colonial Revival, and Tudor Revival, Cape Cods, American Foursquare, and pre-fabricated kit houses. 
Single-family dwellings built prior to 1950, primarily in the BungalowICrafisman and Colonial Revival 
styles, dominate the neighborhood. Ashton Heights is also home to a number of multiple-family 
apartment buildings, three churches, the Women's Club of Ashton Heights, and Columbia Gardens 
Cemetery. 

The streets in Ashton Heights generally run in a grid pattern with North Pershing Drive, which runs 
northeast to southwest, bisecting the neighborhood. Mature shade trees, planted as part of the subdivision 
plan, line many of the streets. The residential lots vary in size with the standard lot being fifty feet wide. 
The domestic buildings, constructed of both wood frame and masonry, are set back from the road with 
wide sidewalks buffering them from the public roadways. Many residential properties incorporate 
driveways, attached or freestanding garages, and sheds. Most of these buildings date from the second 
quarter of the 201h century, displaying the fashionable architectural styles of the period in which they were 
constructed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Development Prior to the Platting of Ashton Heights (1900-1920) 

Only one example of the Gothic Revival style was noted in Ashton Heights, located at 812 North Jackson 
Street. The dwelling, dating from the first decades of the 2oth century, has a central-passage, single-pile 
plan that is augmented by a one-story rear ell. A full-width one-story porch marks the three-bay-wide 
faqade of this modest wood-frame building. Tuscan columns support the porch, which is ornamented by a 
wide molded cornice. Paired 111-replacement windows flank the central entry, which holds a single-leaf 
door. The Gothic Revival influence is strongly reflected in the very steep pitch of the front gable, set 
directly over the center bay of the faqade. Framed with an overhanging raked cornice, the gable is pierced 
by a single 111 double-hung, wood sash replacement window. 
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Three examples of Queen Anne-style dwellings are located within the Historic District at 3509 7" Street 
North, 635 North Lincoln Street, and 502 North Kenmore Street. Popular in the late 19" century, the 
Queen Anne style was typically represented by irregular forms and the extensive use of ornamental motifs 
executed in wood. Through the early 20" century, the irregular form was lost in favor of the rectangular 
box. This front-gabled box, complete with full-width or wrapping porch, turned posts, and cornice 
detailing, typically displayed more restrained applied ornament. 

The first example of the Queen Anne style in Ashton Heights at 3509 7" Street North represents the 
earlier irregular form. This dwelling, constructed circa 1905, is two-and-a-half stories in height clad with 
German wood siding and features an L-shaped footprint capped with a cross-gable roof. The house rests 
on a solid rock-faced concrete block pier foundation. Across the faqade is a one-story wrap-around porch, 
three bays across and two bays deep, supported with turned posts, square balusters and resting on a rock- 
faced concrete block pier foundation. The front off-center entry contains a 15-light wood single-leaf door. 
The faqade is illuminated with six 611 double-hung, wood sash windows, and a 6-light wood awning 
window in the upper half story. Features of the house include square-edged wood sills and surrounds, 
comerboards, wide eaves with a wood soffit and exposed roof rafters. Rising above the roof, clad in 
pressed metal shingles, is one central-interior paged brick corbelled chimney. 

The wood-frame dwelling at 635 North Lincoln Street, constructed circa 1915, is representative of the 
dilution of the popular Queen Anne style using the rectangular form. It measures three bays across and 
two-and-a-half-stories high with a front gable roof. The house rests on a solid rock-faced concrete block 
foundation and features a one-story full-width half-hipped porch across the faqade. The porch is 
supported with turned posts and square-cut balusters, and sits on rock-faced concrete block piers. The 
dwelling is clad in weatherboard siding and features an off-center entry with a single-leaf wood door. 
Other details of the dwelling include comerboards, square-edged sills and surrounds, wide eaves, and a 
molded wood cornice. 

One of the most prevalent building forms noted in Ashton Heights is the bungalow, making up over 31 
percent of the building stock. Like most of the modest bungalows of the 2oth century, these dwellings are 
often trimmed with stone and brick, half-timbering, exposed rafter ends, multi-light tixed windows, and 
massive porch supports, thus, melding the bungalow form with the Craftsman style perpetually. This is 
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illustrated, for example, on the bungalow at 505 North Jackson Street. Stylistic elements include the rock- 
faced concrete block foundation, tapered Tuscan posts on masonry piers, full-width front porch, and 
paired window openings with three vertical lights in the upper sash. As the popularity of the form was 
heightened during the second quarter of the 20" century, the bungalow form of Arlington County was 
equally embellished with Queen Anne- and Colonial Revival-style detailing. Other examples of 
Craftsman-style bungalows exist at 526 North Ivy, 508 North Irving, 627 North Jackson, and 429 North 
Lincoln Streets. 

Another of the building forms of the early 201h century noted in Ashton Heights is the American 
foursquare, which was commonly ornamented with Colonial Revival- and Craftsman-style detailing. The 
two-story, four-room-per-floor house plan without a hall is a much-used concept that refers to the 
halllparlor plan of the 18" century. One illustration of the several American foursquares exhibiting 
architectural detailing fashionable in the early part of the- 20" century is the house at 904 North Irving 
Street. This imposing freestanding dwelling was constructed in 1900, twenty years prior to the platting of 
the surrounding community of Ashton Heights. The building has the characteristically distinguished two- 
story height, hipped or pyramidal roof with pronounced eaves and dormers that light an extra half-story, 
large front porch, and the lack of ornate exterior ornament. The overall shape is a cube, and the main 
entry opening is located off-center. The dwelling at 928 North Ivy Street, constructed in 1906, is clad in 
stucco and includes features such as thin square wood sills, battered porch posts, a hipped dormer on each 
elevation, and a central-interior chimney. 

The Evolution of Ashton Heights (1921-1950) 

A surge in residential construction between 1933 and 1940 in Ashton Heights saw the addition of 
numerous brick Colonial Revival-style buildings constructed on the neighborhood's remaining 
unimproved lots. The Colonial Revival style, the most popular architectural style in Ashton Heights 
making up over 60 percent of the building stock, was adapted to meet the housing needs of many 
suburban neighborhoods in Arlington County in the middle part of the 20Ih century. Consequently, the 
larger high-style dwellings were reduced to three-bay-wide rectangular structures with projecting porticos, 
cornice returns, open pediments, and Tuscan columns. Other features of the Colonial Revival style 
include stretcher and rowlock beltcourses and water tables, segmental arch lintels, Colonial Revival door 
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surrounds with either broken, open, or full pediments, a dentilated cornice, and fluted or flush pilasters. 

The two-and-a-half-story dwelling at 612 North Kenrnore Street in Ashton Height is an excellent example 
of a modest Colonial Revival-style dwelling. The brick-clad dwelling has a side entry covered by a wood 
frame portico. The portico has a front-gable roof with a coved ceiling supported by square Tuscan posts 
and pilasters. The flanking 616 double-hung, wood sash windows have brick sills and soldier-coursed 
lintels. The side-gable roof has a shallow cornice largely obscured by the metal drainpipe and gutter. 
Examples of this form are seen at 404 North Nelson Street (clad in stone), 3 16 North Oakland Street, and 
3803 41h Street North. More examples, which include an attached garage, are seen at 3741 41h Street 
North, 100 North Oakland Street, 3229 is' Place North, and 428 North Nelson Street (featuring a front 
gable roof). 

Another example of the Colonial Revival style is very similar to the one previously described, however, it 
does not feature a full second story. Wall dormers piercing the cornice serve as the second story on a 
handful of rectangular brick Colonial Revival-style dwellings. One such dwelling stands at 409 North 
Oakland Street. This dwelling measures three bays wide and features a stretcher-bond veneer. Two 
exterior-end corbelled brick chimneys rise above the side-gable roof, and originally an attached garage 
was seen to the rear of the north (side) elevation. The garage door was removed and sized down, and this 
space is no longer maintained as a garage. The faqade is illuminated with four 616 double-hung wood sash 
windows. The first-story windows feature paneled spandrels, and the second-story wall dormers feature 
an open pediment clad in weatherboard. The central enby contains a single-leaf paneled wood door and is 
flanked by 4-light sidelights over a paneled dado and topped by an elliptical transom. Covering the 
entrance is a gable portico supported with paired Tuscan columns. The roof features overhanging eaves 
and a molded wood cornice. More modest exam les of the Colonial Revival style with wall dormers on 

t R the second story are seen at 3718 and 3734 4 Street North. These two dwellings feature recessed 
attached garages with the original two-leaf wood doors in tact. 

Similarly, the one-and-a-half-story Cape Cod cottages of the 1930s and 1940s exhibit the familiar 
detailing and form commonly associated with the Colonial Revival style. This form provided an adequate 
and affordable housing mode for the growing population of working- and middle-class residents of 
Arlington County, while mimicking the fashionable style of the period. A form identified numerous times 
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throughout the survey area, the Cape Cod dwelling is typically constructed of brick with a side-gable roof 
and front gable dormers. The examples identified in Ashton Heights are typically three bays wide, two 
bays deep, and have a central-passage plan. Detailing includes the flat door surrounds with shallow 
Tuscan pilasters supporting a slightly projecting entablature, a corbeled brick cornice on the facade, and 
616 double-hung, wood sash windows with brick sills. It is noted that in addition to the denticulated brick 
cornice, a carved panel was ofien applied over the main entry. Several examples of Cape Cod dwellings 
in Ashton Heights include 323 North Oxford Street, 130 and 223 North Oakland Street, and 3223 1'' Road 
North. 

Ashton Heights has a handful of modest Tudor Revival-style dwellings with 36 examples from this period 
between 1921 and 1940. As with the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival styles, many of the Tudor 
Revival-style resources found in Ashton Heights, and Arlington County as a whole, reflect the 
suburbanization of the style rather than the initial high-style expression. The distinguishing features in 
Ashton Heights include multiple-gabled roofs, the placement of an exterior brick chimney on the fa~ade, 
application of stone as an accenting material around openings or on chimneys, and steeply pitched front 
gables, sometimes detailed with half-timbering. Both wood frame and brick facing are found as cladding 
materials on these dwellings. 

Examples of Tudor Revival dwellings in Ashton Heights are most often constructed of brick. One 
example is located at 504 North Lincoln Street. Constructed between 1921 and 1930, this dwelling 
measures four bays across and is capped with a side-gable roof. It features the typical front-facing 
shouldered chimney and the front-gabled projecting bay with a steeply pitched roof. Seen here and 
scattered throughout the neighborhood in the Tudor Revival style and Colonial Revival style is the use of 
skintled brick. This dwelling rests on a solid stretcher-bond brick foundation, and is illuminated with three 
616 double-hung wood sash windows and one 8-light casement window. Other features of the house 
include a 3-light sidelight at the entry, rowlock sills, and a side porch later enclosed. Examples of other 
masonry Tudor Revival-style dwellings are located at 608 North Jackson, 502 and 510 North Nonvood, 
600 and 608 North Kenmore Streets. 

One example of a wood-frame Tudor Revival dwelling in Ashton Heights is the two-story dwelling at 803 
North Kenmore Street. Constructed circa 1930, this three-bay-wide building has the emblematic front-end 
























































































































































































































































































































































































