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6. Function or Use

RELIGION/Church RELIGION/Church
LANDSCAPE/Parks LANDSCAPE/Parks

7. Description

LATE 19" & EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN MOVEMENTS/Bungalow/Craftsman
MODERN MOVEMENT/Art Deco
OTHER

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Lyon Village is a cohesive residential neighborhood in northern Arlington County, Virginia, located
immediately north of the Clarendon Commercial District and roughly nestled between Wilson Boulevard
to the south and Lee Highway to the north. These major thoroughfares both provide access to commercial
and employment centers in the surrounding county and nearby Washington, D.C. The neighborhood
extends east to North Veitch Street and westward to North Kirkwood Road. This eastern border provides
direct access to the county courthouse and governmental center at Courthouse Square. The first portion of
the neighborhood to be platted as Lyon Village was landscaped with tree-lined streets, traffic circles, and
an intricate system of curvilinear roads that complemented the less-than-one-acre housing lots. This
section of Lyon Village was platted in 1923 by Frank Lyon, who purchased the property from Robert
Cruit’s heirs. Aurora Heights and portions of Clarendon now fall within the current boundaries of Lyon
Village and contain residential buildings constructed prior to Lyon’s purchase of the Cruit property.

Further, Lyon Village was further enlarged by the platting of adjacent blocks with a more grid-like strect
pattern from the 1930s to the 1950s. Consequently, the Lyon Village Historic District occupies
approximately 191 acres, forty-three acres more than the original 148 acres platted by Frank Lyon in 1923.

Lyon Village is defined by a variety of 20'h-century architectural styles and building types ranging from
early-ZO‘h_century high style to vernacular interpretations of the elaborate styles traditionally erected
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decades earlier. Primarily, the domestic buildings in Lyon Village range from the 1880s to infill housing
of the late 1990s. Building forms and styles extend from the imposing brick Colonial Revival-style
dwelling to the smaller bungalow. Architectural styles presented in Lyon Village were often diluted,
lustrating modest examples of Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Craftsman, Tudor Revival, Classical
Revival and Spanish Mission Revival styles. The community is primarily made up of single-family
dwellings, supported along the borders by multiple-family apartment buildings, a landscaped park and
community building, churches, and commercial buildings (which are not included in the historic district).
Many of the properties include freestanding or attached garages and sheds. The buildings, particularly the
single-family dwellings, are buffered from the public streets by sidewalks and grassy medians.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Development Prior to the Platting of Lyon Village (1846-1922)

Lyon Village was originally a portion of the 163-acre parcel of land purchased by Robert Cruit in 1846 as
a retreat from his Washington City home. The dwelling that now bares his name still stands as an early
remnant of 19'h-century architecture in the early-20[h-century suburban subdivision of Lyon Village.
Located at 1614 North Highland Street, the dwelling was constructed circa 1846, prior to Cruit’s purchase
of the property. The imposing building now reflects high-style elements of the Greek Revival style, which
is believed to have been the result of alterations. The house has a square form with a steeply pitched front
gable roof. The main entry is recessed deeply within the plane of the wall. The overhang of its asphalt
shingle-clad roof presents a boxed cornice that has been encased in vinyl. Historic photographs indicate a
molded frieze and raked comice once edged the enclosed tympanum of the front gable. In the 1920s,
Frank Lyon altered the dwelling by constructing a front gable portico, which is composed of two sets of
three Ionic columns supporting a wide Roman entablature. Additional alterations in the latter part of the
20" century have resulted in a new foundation of poured concrete and vinyl siding on the wood frame
structure.

Although the Cruit Farmhouse is the earliest extant building in Lyon Village, other domestic buildings
remain from the period before Lyon Village was platted, particularly in the neighborhoods of Aurora
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Heights and Clarendon. Many of these buildings feature elements of the Queen Anne style of
architecture, albeit diluted in many instances. One of the most imposing, and oldest, examples of the
Queen Anne style noted in Lyon Village is the dwelling at 1400 North Jackson Street (1885-1900). This
building is the only 19" -century Queen Anne-style building remaining in Lyon Village. It exhibits one of
the more prevalent forms documented within many of the Queen Anne-style residential neighborhoods of
Arlington County: an irregular plan with a T-shaped form augmented by a wrap-around porch. The wood
frame building is clad with narrow vinyl siding mimicking weatherboard. The porch, set upon masonry
piers, has a half-hipped roof ornamented with turned posts, scroll-sawn brackets, and square balusters,
The building displays projecting gables with fishscale wood shingles, cornice returns, bed molding, corner
boards, single and paired 2/2 double-hung, wood sash windows, and a hipped roof sheathed with standing
seam metal.

As the Queen Anne style continued during the 20™ century, the irregular forms of the buildings were
generally retained. In Lyon Village, these buildings oftcn drew their influence from neighboring
communities that had been established at the turn of the 20" century, such as Cherrydale (1893} and
Maywood (1909). Examples include houses at 1314 North Jackson Street and 1414 North Jackson Street,
constructed in 1906 and 1905 respectively. Both examples have cross-gabled roofs with projecting front
gables, corbeled brick chimneys, and wrapping porches. The now-enclosed porch at 1314 North Jackson
Street has scroli-sawn brackets and turned posts, while the fashionable influence of the Colonial Revival
style is ev;denced by the Tuscan columns at 1414 North Jackson Street. The dilution of the Queen Anne
style as the 20" century progressed is further accentuated at the latter property, which lacks many of the
applied details indicative of the style.

By the second guarter of the 20" century, the irregular form commonly associated with the Queen Anne
style was lost in favor of the rectangular box. The front-gabled form, complete with full-width or
wrapping porch, displayed turned posts, cornice detailing, and window configurations of the Queen Anne
style. However, these dwellings -~ 1313 North Herndon Street (1920) and 1409 North Hudson Street
(1900) for example — show the dilution of the applied detailing in an effort to provide more economical
housing on narrow lots.

The area originally known as Aurora Heights was partially developed in 1906, seventeen years prior to the
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platting of Lyon Village. Therefore, there are some dwellings along North Veitch, North Wayne, North
Adams, North Barion, and North Bryan Streets that were constructed prior to 1923 and currently fall
within the Lyon Village community. In general, many of the dwellings in this section of the community
are small, wood frame bungalows. The bungalow mimicked the plan and massing traditionally associated
with the fashionable Queen Anne style; yet, the bungaloid form was invariably one to one-and-a-half
stories in height, rather than two to two-and-a-half stories. Although considered an architectural style, the
bungalow is actually a form that is typically covered by a low-pitched, intersecting gable roof that
encompassed the often-wrapping porch.

The modest bungalow erected throughout Lyon Village and Aurora Heights during the early 20" century
was often trimmed with stone and brick, half-timbering, exposed rafter ends, multi-light fixed windows,
and massive porch supports, thus, melding the bungalow form with the Craftsman style perpetually. This
is illustrated on the modest bungalow at 1706 North Adams Street. Constructed in 1915, the wood frame
dwelling is set on a rock-faced concrete block foundation and has an inset front porch set under the
continuous roofline. Typical of the Craftsman style, tapered columns set atop concrete block piers support
the three-bay-wide porch. Other notable examples of the bungalow form in Lyon Village include 1711
North Barton Street (1919), 1626 North Adams Street (1914), and 2530 North 18™ Street (1920).

The Craftsman style was also applied to other building forms, particularly the American foursquare. The
term foursquare is often used in reference to an architectural style, yet it means a particular house form -
just as bungalows and cabins are forms rather than styles. The two-story, four-room-per-floor house plan
without a hall is a much-used concept that refers to the hall/parlor plan of the 18" century. One of the
earlier foursquares that represents the construction in Aurora Heights during the first quarter of the 20"
century is at 1714 North Bryan Street. Constructed in 1908, the wood frame dwelling rises two-and-a-half
stories in height with a hipped roof and a hipped dormer. Craftsman-style detailing is seen on the full-
width front porch, which is supported by tripled columns atop stone piers. Other illustrations of
Craftsman-style foursquares in Lyon Village and Aurora Heights include 1723 North Bryan Street (1920),
2311 North 18" Street (1922), and 1706 North Bryan Street (1910).

In addition to the early domestic buildings in Lyon Village, religious edifices were also constructed prior
to the platting of the community. Most notable is the First Baptist Church of Clarendon that is located at
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1210 North Highland Street in the Clarendon section of Lyon Village. Constructed in 1913, the building
1s sited on a triangular lot at the intersection of North Highland, North 13", and North Hartford Streets.
The two-story structure is built of brick laid in six-course Flemish bond and features an imposing temple
front. The limestone detailing of the watertable, entablature, tympanum, and Tuscan columns contrasts
the red brick of the structure. Colonial Revival in style, the building features enclosed pediments, round
windows, and a steeple with square lantern of brick and conical spire of wood frame.

Development of Lyon Village (1923-1950)

The first section of Lyon Village to be developed was the area to the east of North Highland Street. This
section of the neighborhood was largely developed in the 1920s with wood frame and brick-faced
dwellings. The larger brick houses that help define the neighborhood came a little later with development
to the west of North Highland Street. Overall, the dwellings throughout Lyon Village largely represent the
Colonial Revival style and the Craftsman bungalow, with some examples of the Tudor Revival, Mission,
and Classical Revival styles of architecture noted. The domestic buildings from this period ranged from
more imposing two-and-a-half-story brick dwellings to one- to one-and-a-half-story bungalows and three-
story garden apartment buildings.

Following the heels of America’s Centennial celebrations in 1876, the Colonial Revival style emerged
again in the early 1880s. The style, which borrowed heavily from early American architecture—
particularly Georgian and Federal buildings—was largely an outgrowth of a nationwide pride in the past
and a rapidly growing interest in historic preservation. In the early phase, the Colonial Revival style
remained the exclusive domain of fashionable architectural firms and was favored for the large residences
of wealthy clients. In general, as the style spread to the suburbs and increased in popularity, the detailing
and form became increasingly more modest. The stylistic impression presented in the first years of
development in Lyon Village epitomizes the suburban expression of the Colonial Revival, and the closely
related Dutch Colonial Revival style.
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Commonly found features of the Colonial Revival style in Lyon Village include accentuated main entry
doors, symmetrically balanced facades, single and paired double-hung wood sash windows, and side gable
or hipped roofs. A good example of the larger-scale residential buildings illustrating the Colonial Revival
style is the two-story dwelling at 1812 North Hartford Street. Constructed in 1939, the brick-clad building
has a central entry marked by an oversized Colonial Revival surround. This wood frame surround has
wide Tuscan pilasters, a wide entablature with decorative molding, and a broken semi-circular pediment
with urn. Characteristic of the style, the main entry has sidelights with tracery and a six-paneled wood
door. The entry is flanked by 6/6 double-hung, wood sash windows with wood sills and flat-arched brick
lintels. A shallow boxed cornice accentuates the dominating side-gable roof with a wide frieze marked by
modillions. Neighboring examples of the Colonial Revival style in the more imposing single-family
dwellings in Lyon Village include: 3175 North 21% Street (1934-1938); 1815 North Hartford Street
(1939); and 1804 North Harvard Street (1936), to name a few.

Between 1933 and 1940, developer Frederick E. Westenberger erected a substantial number of Colonial
Revival-style brick dwellings 1 in Lyon Village. In the 1930s, Westenberger purchased a parcel of land at
North Hartford and North 18" Streets from Frank Lyon, and subsequently built twenty-three Colonial
Revival-style houses on the land including the dwellings at: 1800, 1806, 1812, and 1900 N. Hancock
Street; 1800, 1820, 1826, 1831, 1834, 1837, and 1842 N. Hartford Street; 1805 and 1806 N. Harvard
treet 1831 and 1839 N. Hermndon Street; 1504 N. Jackson Street; 2616 and 2715 Key Boulevard; 3164 N.
17" Street; 3131 and 3134 N. 18" Street; 3176 N. 20™ Street; and 3156 N. 21* Street. Constructed in
1940, the dwelling at 1800 North Hancock Street is three bays wide with flanking one-story side wings
that include a side porch and an attached garage. Featuring seven-course Flemish bond construction, the
house has a centered entry framed by sidelights and a front-gabled portico with a round-arched opening.
The second story, now clad in aluminum siding, is slightly overhanging with acorn drops at the corners.

Westenberger’s own house, constructed in 1938 at 1842 North Hartford Street, is the most imposing
example of Colonial Revival-styte houses the builder constructed in the neighborhood. Rising two-and-a-
half stortes in height, the Flemish-bond brick dwelling features one-story side wings, a denticulated
cornice, a full-height elliptical portico with Tuscan columns, and a centered entry with sidelights and a
fanlight. The first-story windows have inset wood panels beneath the sills and brick jack arch lintels.

Three front gable dormers are detailed with round-arched, multi-light double-hung sash windows and
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cornice returns. In 2000, the building was substantially enlarged at the rear by an addition that follows the
Colonial Revival style embraced by Westenberger in the second part of the 20" century.

Like the Queen Anne style, the Colonial Revival style was adagted to meet the middle-income housing
needs of suburban Arlington County in the middle part of the 20" century. Consequently, the larger high-
style suburban dwellings were frequently reduced to three-bay-wide rectangular structures with projecting
porticos, returns, open pediments, and Tuscan columns. The dilution of the style was frequently seen on
Dutch Colonial Revival-style houses as well. A prime example can be seen at 1548 North Edgewood
Street, which is a mail-order kit house. Constructed in 1929, the house plan and design of this dwelling
was produced by Sears, Roebuck and Company and was known as the Van Jean model. This dwelling
features the typical side gambrel roof with three-bay-wide shed dormers. A front-gabled portico covers
the centered entry and sidelights. According to the Sears, Roebuck and Company catalogue, the Van Jean
mode! was available in 1928 and 1929 and ranged from $2,499 to $2,899. It featured seven rooms, one
bath, a fireplace in the living room, French doors in the hall, and a dog-leg stair.

Kit houses were often purchased by a builder and the plans copied to construct other dwellings of the
same design. As a result, it is often difficult to determine from the exterior which dwellings are actual kit
houses or merely a copy of one of the models. Some examples of buildings believed to be kit houses are
1515 North Garfield Street (1939), 1617 North Garfield Street (1929), 2900 Franklin Road (1939), 1502
North Fillmore Street (1925), and 1422 North Fillmore Street (1924). Set on a brick foundation, the wood
frame house at 1502 North Fillmore Street is three bays wide with vinyl siding. It features a Tuscan entry
portico with a broken pediment and a wooden fanlight motif at the entry.

The one-and-a-half-story "Cape Cod" cottages of the 1930s and 1940s also exhibit the familiar detailing
and form commonly associated with the Colonial Revival style. This form provided an adequate and
affordable housing mode for the growing population of working- and middle-class residents of Arlington
County, while mimicking the fashionable style of the period. Cape Cod buildings are typically
constructed of brick with side gable roofs and front gable dormers. Those found in Lyon Village are
typically three bays wide, two bays deep, and have a central-passage plan. Detailing includes the flat door
surrounds with shallow Tuscan pilasters supporting a slightly projecting entablature, a corbeled brick
cornice on the facade, and rectanguiar 6/6 double-hung, wood sash windows with brick sills. It was noted
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that in addition to the dentlculated brick cornice, a carved panel was often applied over the main entry. As
seen at 3194 North 18™ Street, this wood panel is a continuation of the entry surround. The sides of the
casing are continued upward, reading as Tuscan pilasters. The center of the panel has a sunburst motif
framed by a trefoil design. Other examples of Cape Cod-style dwellings are 2511 North 16™ Street
(1935), 1810 North Bryan Street (1937), 1711 North Calvert Street (1939), and 1559 North Bryan Street
(1934).

The Craftsman style and bungalow form, which had come into popularity after the turn of the 20" century,
continued to be widely applied in the second quarter of the century. This is illustrated at 1313 North
Hudson Street, which was constructed in 1925. Stylistic elements displayed inciude the rock-faced
concrete block foundation, tapered Tuscan posts on masonry piers, full-width front porch, wide eaves, and
paired window openings with six lights in the upper sash. Another prime example of a Craftsman-style
bungalow can be seen at 2515 Custis Road. Constructed in 1925, the wood frame bungalow exhibits a
full-width front porch that has an arched opening supported by massive, wood-shingle clad tapered piers.
The side gable roof has wide, overhanging eaves, exposed rafter tails, and Craftsman-style cut-out
brackets. As the popularity of the form was heightened, the bungalow form of Arlington County was
equally embellished with Queen Anne, Craftsman, and Colonial Revival detailing. Other examples of
bungalows in the area can be seen at 1713 North Bryan Street (1924), 2531 North 18" Street (1929), and
1806 North Calvert Street (1926).

Similarly, the American foursquare continued to be a popular and economical building form for re&dents
of Lyon Village. One illustration of the American foursquare from the second quarter of the 20" century
is the house at 1731 North Adams Street. This imposing freestanding dwelling was constructed in 1924,
one year after the platting of Lyon Village. The Colonial Revival-style building has the characteristically
distinguished two-story height, hipped roof with pronounced eaves and dormers that light an extra half-
story, a large front porch, and the lack of ornate exterior omament. The overall shape is a cube, and the
main entry opening is located off-center. As stated earlier, the American foursquare was also detailed
with Craftsman-style elements. The Craftsman influence can be seen on the dwelling at 1800 North
Wayne Street. Constructed in 1924, the masonry foursquare has the typical form and hipped roof that are
commonly associated with the form. The Craftsman-style detailing is evident in the use of panel-faced
concrete block construction with rock-faced concrete block detailing at the foundation, windows, and
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corners. The roof features scroll-sawn exposed rafter tails and the half-hipped porch is supported by
paired wood posts. Other examples of foursquares in Lyon Village are 1554 North Danville Street (1928),
1602 North Fillmore Street (1925), 1608 North Fillmore Street (1939), and 1605 North Danville Street
(1934).

Lyon Village is also home to a substantial number of Tudor Revival-style dwellings. As with the Queen
Anne and Colonial Revival styles, many of the Tudor Revival-style resources found in Lyon Village, and
Arlington County as a whole, reflect the suburbanization of the style rather than the initial high-style
expression. The distinguishing features in Lyon Village include multiple-gabled roofs, the placement of
an exterior brick chimney on the fagade, application of stone as an accenting material around openings or
on chimneys, and steeply pitched front gables, sometimes detatled with half-timbering. Both wood frame
and brick facing are found as cladding materials on these dwellings. One of the most high-style suburban
examples of the Tudor Revival is the two-story dwelling at 2831 North Franklin Road. Constructed in
1927, this two-story brick-faced building has the emblematic front-end chimney with shoulders, front
gable roof with flared eaves, soldier-coursed lintels, stone sills, and brick quoins. In addition, the masonry
joints of the six-course American-bond bricks are beaded. Another high-style expression of the Tudor
Revival style is the dwelling at 1622 North Highland Street. Constructed in 1929, this wood frame
building is set on a parged brick foundation. It has stucco cladding and exposed brick nogging and half-
timbering in the projecting bay. The dominating hipped roof is clad in slate shingles and has a wide
overhang. The tripartite openings hold casement windows topped by fixed lights. The openings have
wide half-timbered muntins with hand-hewn marks. The windows are exceptionally ornate with leaded
tracery.

Modest examples of the Tudor Revival style are more prevalent in Lyon Village, with more than sixty
examples noted. For example, the dwellings at 2515 and 2615 Franklin Road are both illustrations of the
more modest Tudor Revival-style dwellings in Lyon Village. Constructed in 1944 and 1935, respectively,
the brick dwellings are similar in design and form. Rising one-and-a-half stories in height, both feature
stretcher-bond brick cladding, front-facing chimneys, projecting front gable bays with steeply pitched
roofs, narrow openings above the entries, and narrow casement windows. Brick detailing on these houses
includes rowlock sills, a corbeled cornice, and a soldier course stringcourse. Other examples of the Tudor












































































































































































































































































































































































































