
STRATFORD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL (000-9412) 

National Register Nomination Abstract 

Stratford Junior High School was designed in 1949 by architect Rhees Evans Burket, Sr. of 

Washington, D.C.. and built in 1950 during Arlington's most active period of school construction 

following World War I1 (1940-1945). It was the first of four junior high schools constructed in 

Arlington County during the 1950s to accommodate the rapid increase in student population. In 

1959, Stratford Junior High School became the first public secondary school in the 

Commonwealth of Virginia to desegregate with the admission of four African American students 

-- Ronald Deskins, Michael Jones, Lance Newman, and Gloria Thompson. The event signified 

the end of massive resistance in the Commonwealth of Virginia and dealt a powerful blow to the 

opponents of racial equality nationwide. Stratford Junior High School is eligible for the National 

Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its pivotal role in the desegregation of Arlington 

County public schools and the Commonwealth of Virginia. Stratford Junior High School is also 

eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as an intact example of an 

International-style school building in Arlington County and was one of the most modem school 

buildings in the area when constructed. The school is a particularly high-style and intact example 

of the International style that predominated in school construction in the county as well as 

nationally during the late 1940s and 1950s. It is one of a small number of intact examples of the 

style in Arlington County. Prominent stylistic features include the stepped rectangular massing, 

flat parapet roof, decorative minimalism, and the strong horizontal qualities of the building 

emphasized by the use of finishing materials and handed windows. The school is highly 

representative of modem construction methods in its concrete post-and-beam construction with 

steel-truss framing in the gymnasium and auditorium and its use of such materials as structural 

clay tile, glass block, linoleum, terrazzo, and aluminum. The school also boasted the first science 

laboratory to be specifically built and furnished for the purpose in the county. 
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SIJMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Stratford Junior High School is located at 4100 Vacation Lane in Cherrydaie. .4riington 
County, Virginia. The high-style International Style secondary school was constructed in 
1950 with minor additions in 1995. The building was designed by architect Rhees Evans 
Burker. Sr. and constructed by Wise Contracting Company. Located on the north side of 
Old Dominion Drive, the building has a long, linear rectangular plan arranged along a 
southwest to northeast axis with a canted auditorium at the northeast end. The three-stor); 
concrete post-and-beam building has a flat roof and is clad primarily in buff brick and 
sandstone veneer. The primary (northwest) facade is characterized by a two-story, three- 
bay projecring portico of exposed concrete on four robust concrete columns tapered to the 
base. Two-story wings extend from the portico and feature wide horizontal bands of 
windows framed in limestone. The portico features tall twelve-light fixed windows and a 
recessed entry accentuated with sandstone veneer. The three-story southwest elevation is 
characterized by horizontal bands of glass-block windows with a projecting central entry 
bay featuring a vertical field of glass block. The three-story addition to the gymnasium. 
constructed as part of the 1995 renovation, is executed in exposed concrete and features 
tapered conciete columns that echo those of the main-entry portico. In addition to the 
school building, the property features an historic athletic field. four non-historic trailers, a 
non-historic gazebo and an historic stone-masonry pedestrian tunnel that runs underneath 
Old Dominion Drive. 

DETAILED DESCFUPTION 

Stratford Junior High School is located on the north side of Old Dominion Drive, between 
Lorcom Lane and Military Road, at the northwest edge of Cherrydale, a middle- to upper- 
class 7-Olh-century suburban residential neighborhood in north .&lington County. Single- 
family residential development surrounds the parcel on the west, north and east sides. A 
large modem high-rise apartment building is located to the south across Old Dominion 
Drive from the parcel. Located southwest of the school site is an approximatelv 5-acre 
trac: accommodating a public park known as the Cherrydale Plavground. Vehicular 
access to the 3.3-acre school site is provided from the east bv 



NPS Fornl 10-NW 
i K r v  I I - L N I ~  ilhlli Na IIXILCIHIIY 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Continuation Sheet 

STRATFORD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, ARLINGTON, VA (VDHR #000-9412) 

Section number 7 Page 2 

Vacation Lane, which serves as the northern boundary of the property, and from the west 
by 23" Street, North, which runs through the Cherrydale Playground. The irregularly- 
shaped tract is characterized by highly varied topography that generally slopes from west 
to east. The school building is oriented along a southwest to northeast axis and is located 
along the western edge of the tract. Large mature trees line the edges of the property and 
are clustered around the northwest (primary) elevation of the school. Smaller mature 
trees are located along the northwest and southeast elevations. Planted sporadically along 
the foundation of the school are mature and immature shrubs. 

A level area of ground accommodating a large athletic field surrounded by a gravel 
jogging path is located southeast of the school building. The historic field, part of the 
original design of the school site, is fenced along Vacation Lane with metal chain-link. 
Two small paved parking lots are located on the site. They are located northeast of the 
large athletic field and north of the auditorium across Vacation Lane. A small 
playground is located along the southeast side of the gymnasium. These parking lots are 
connected by a system of concrete-paved sidewalks that circumnavigate the school 
building. Also of note is a non-historic stone-masonry pedestrian tunnel that runs 
underneath Old Dominion Drive. Access to the tunnel is now blocked by metal bars. 
Southwest of the school are two parking lots, two tennis courts, a basketball court, and a 
baseball field that are part of the Chenydale Playground property. 

Exterior 

Constructed in 1950 and renovated in 1995, Stratford Junior High School consists of 
three major sections: the central classroom building, the southwest wing, and the 
northeast wing. The school is three stories in height with an additional basement level 
underneath the auditorium. It is concrete post-and-beam construction with a steel truss 
frame in the gymnasium and auditorium and has a flat roof. The building is clad in a 
combination of brick and sandstone veneer referred to in the original plans as "rubble 
stone." The sandstone veneer is used along the foundation and first story of the building 
and to accent the entries. The primary entrance and southeast addition are finished in 
concrete. Windows are fixed metal and hinged, part of the 1995 renovation, or fixed 
glass block, original to the structure. Window openings are accented with unmolded 
limestone surrounds, sills, and mullions. Limestone is also used to accent the primary 
entries. Metal coping lines the edge of the flat roof and runs the entire perimeter of the 



NPS film? 10-',0(1 
t u e ~  I l.c~nl 

United States Department of the Interior 
Natiunal Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
Continuation Sheet 

STRATFORD JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL, ARLINGTON, VA (VDHR #000-9412) 

Section number 7 Page 3 

building. 

The primary (northwest) elevation is dominated by the central classroom section, which 
features a wide two-story facade with a sandstone-veneered foundation and horizontal 
bands of metal windows. The openings, which feature paired fixed eight-light windows 
over hinged four-light windows, are accented by unmolded limestone surrounds and sills. 
At the center of the long elevation is a projecting two-story, three-bay portico executed in 
exposed concrete. The portico features three bays of twelve-light fixed metal windows, 
robust concrete pillars that taper to the base, and affixed letters that spell "H-B 
Woodlawn, 4100" centered above the loggia. The elevated central entry is substantially 
recessed. Flanking the entry within the portico are paired windows surrounded by 
sandstone veneer. At the northeast end of the classroom wing is a massive exterior-end 
chimney that rises well above the roof of the building and is clad in sandstone veneer. 
Also at the northeast end a curvilinear buff-brick retaining wall projects from the 
foundation level. 

The rear (southeast) elevation of the classroom section is three stories in height and 
features a sandstone-veneered foundation and is characterized by long, horizontal bands 
of windows framed by unmolded limestone surrounds and sills on each story. The 
windows are glass block over paired four-light hinged windows. The primary rear 
entrance is contained within a projecting central bay faced in stone veneer and featuring a 
central, vertical field of glass block that illuminates the central stair within. The entry is 
sheltered by a cantilevered hood and features two pairs of double-leaf metal doors. At 
the northeast end of the classroom section is a tall, vertical field of glass block that 
illuminates, like the central entry bay, the stair within. 

At the southwest end of the classroom section is a wing that houses the cafeteria and the 
gymnasium. The wing is located on a steep slope with the result that the northwest 
portion of the wing is two stories in height and the southeast section is three stories in 
height. The southeast elevation of the wing, which projects beyond the central classroom 
section of the school, is three stories in height with a slightly projecting first story clad in 
sandstone veneer. The six bays of the elevation are articulated by projecting buttresses 
that extend from the first story. The openings have glass block with six-light operable 
windows grouped in pairs or threes. Attached to the northeast end of the gymnasium is a 
two-story, single-bay extension. Attached to the southwest end of the gymnasium is a 
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three-story, single-bay exposed concrete extension, constructed as part of the 1995 
renovation. 

The southwest elevation of the wing is separated into three distinct sections. The two- 
story western section is original and features a horizontal band of glass block windows 
over paired four-light hinged windows on the second story. The first story is dominated 
by a projecting loggia on slender steel piers. The loggia was partially enclosed in 1995 to 
provide additional storage space for the school. The eastem bay of the loggia remains 
open and houses a rear entry to the school. The central section of the wing, part of the 
1995 addition, is two stories in height and features a window opening on each story. The 
eastern section of the wing is also part of the 1995 addition. It is three stories in height 
and is finished in exposed concrete. It is characterized by a projecting portico with three 
bays of fenestration on the second and third stones with eight-light windows arranged in 
groups of three over hinged four-light windows. The first story features four robust 
concrete piers that taper to the base, echoing the original piers of the primary entrance to 
the school. The first story also exhibits a sandstone-veneered foundation and a recessed 
entry in the west bay. Projecting from the southwest elevation of the wing is a tall 
concrete retaining wall that divides the upper and lower parking lots. At the west comer 
of this elevation is a stone-masonry retaining wall supporting a concrete stair. 

The northwest elevation of the southwest wing is partially underground and consists of 
only one exposed story. The elevation, which is largely obscured by trees, contains a 
projecting central entry and no exterior ornamentation. 

The two-story northeast elevation, which projects from the central classroom section of 
the school, originally consisted of a recessed second story. In 1995, the second story was 
extended outward over the cafeteria to he flush with the first story. 

At the northeast end of the classroom section is a wing that houses the auditorium and is 
set on an angle. The auditorium is linked to the classroom building by a trapezoidal- 
shaped lobby. The north elevation of the lobby is two stories in height and features a 
four-bay covered central entry. The porch consists of a flat roof supported on steel posts. 
The northeast bay of the porch is enclosed. The second story features a narrow horizontal 
band of eight-light windows with unmolded limestone surrounds and sills. The north 
elevation of the auditorium features five fixed twelve-light windows on the second story 
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and six large windows on the basement story 

The two-story east elevation features a recessed south wing with a recessed entry and a 
projecting section with a first-story garage entry flanked by paired ten-light fixed 
windows over hinged four-light windows. The second story exhibits a central covered 
entry wide enough to allow scenery and props to be transported into the auditorium. 

The south elevation of the auditorium wing is two stories in height with the first story 
partially underground due to the steep slope of the site. The first story features several 
metal ventilation grates and a recessed entry. The second story is characterized by 
horizontal bands of fenestration with glass block windows over paired four-light hinged 
windows and unmolded limestone surrounds and sills. Above the first-story entry is a 
vertical band of glass block. A recessed brick wall hides the mechanical systems on the 
roof. 

Interior 

The interior spaces of Stratford Junior High School were finished with materials common 
to school construction of the period. The long central hallway features terazzo floors, a 
black glazed-tile baseboard and buff glazed structural clay tile on the walls up to the top 
of the doors with plaster above the tile. A row of clerestory windows is present above the 
entries to the classrooms to allow light into the hall. The ceiling features acoustical-tile 
drop panels and fluorescent tray lighting. Door surrounds are metal and feature standard 
cavetto molding. Metal lockers are built into the walls. 

Original classrooms are finished with similar materials. The walls shared with the 
hallway are buff glazed structural clay tile and concrete while the partition walls between 
the classrooms are exposed concrete block. Floors are covered in linoleum, and ceilings 
feature acoustical-tile drop paneis with fluorescent tray lighting. Chalk boards and cork 
boards with aluminum surrounds line the three interior walls. Built-in wood shelves and 
cabinets line the partition walls between the classrooms and the exterior walls, 
underneath the windows. 

The principal stair hall, located at the middle of the classroom section across from the 
main entry, is separated from the hall by a metal-framed partition featuring three single- 
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leaf doors. The doors are flanked by one-light sidelights and a five-light transom. The 
floor of the stair hall is clad in terazzo and the walls are sheathed in buff glazed structural 
clay tile. The stair hall consists of two sets of dog-leg stairs with closed stringers 
constructed of buff glazed tile. The two sets of stairs are separated by a buff glazed tile 
partition wall. The stairs have round wood hand rails. A second original stair hall 
located at the northeast end of the classroom section features one stair. The floor is 
finished in linoleum and the walls in buff glazed structural clay tile. 

Located on the southwest side of the main entry, on the northwest side of the hall, is the 
main administrative offices. The offices are contained within one long room and are 
separated by full-height wood partitions with a glass clerestory. An open office area 
between the office partitions features a long wood counter. 

In the southwest wing of the school is the gymnasium. Two stories in height, the 
gymnasium features recently replaced hardwood floors and a huff glazed structural clay 
tile wainscot with plaster walls above. The roof is supported by steel trusses that have 
been left exposed. Other notable features include full-height folding wood partitions that 
divide the room into two and built-in ceramic drinking fountains. 

Perhaps the most exuberant of the interior spaces is the auditorium lobby. The triangular- 
shaped lobby features terazzo floors and glazed terra cotta tile on the first-floor walls. 
The second-floor walls are sheathed in a combination of materials including buff brick, 
stone veneer, and exposed concrete. The ceiling is covered in acoustical drop tiles. 
Other notable features include a mezzanine balcony accessed by a corner stair with a 
metal balustrade exhibiting a modem design in keeping with the International style of the 
building. The understair is clad in stone veneer and a quarter-round fountain is located at 
the base of the stair. The auditorium features concrete and glazed terra cotta tile walls. 
The original wood and metal-frame chairs have been retained. 

Secondary Resources 

Southeast of the school building is a historic athletic field encircled by a gravel pedestrian 
pathway. The athletic field was part of the original design of the school site. Also on the 
school grounds are four one-story, aluminum-clad temporary trailers of recent 
construction. The trailers, located on the southeast side of the school overlooking the 
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principal athletic field, provide additional classroom space. In the traffic circle in front of 
the main entrance to the school is a non-historic, one-story, wood-frame gazebo with a 
pyramidal-shaped roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. Southwest of the school building is a 
stone-masonry pedestrian tunnel that runs underneath Old Dominion Drive. Now 
blocked by a metal gate, the tunnel was initially intended to provide access from the 
adjacent neighborhood to the school grounds without requiring students to cross the busy 
street. 
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STATEMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE 

Stratford Junior High School was designed in 1949 by architect Rhees Evans Burket, Sr. 
of Washington, D.C., and built in 1950 during Arlington's most active period of school 
construction following World War I1 (1940-1945). It was the first of four junior high 
schools constructed in Arlington County during the 1950s to accommodate the rapid 
increase in student population. In 1959, Stratford Junior High School became the first 
public secondary school in the Commonwealth of Virginia to desegregate with the 
admission of four African American students -- Ronald Deskins, Michael Jones, Lance 
Newman, and Gloria Thompson. The event signified the end of massive resistance in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and dealt a powerful blow to the opponents of racial equality 
nationwide. Stratford Junior High School is eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion A for its pivotal role in the desegregation of Arlington County 
public schools and the Commonwealth of Virginia. Stratford Junior High School is also 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C as an intact 
example of an International-style school building in Arlington County and was one of the 
most modem school buildings in the area when constructed. The school is a particularly 
high-style and intact example of the International style that predominated in school 
construction in the county as well as nationally during the late 1940s and 1950s. It is one 
of a small number of intact examples of the style in Arlington County. Prominent 
stylistic features include the stepped rectangular massing, flat parapet roof, decorative 
minimalism, and the strong horizontal qualities of the building emphasized by the use of 
finishing materials and banded windows. The school is highly representative of modem 
construction methods in its concrete post-and-beam construction with steel-truss framing 
in the gymnasium and auditorium and its use of such materials as structural clay tile, 
glass block, linoleum, terrazzo, and aluminum. The school also boasted the first science 
laboratory to be specifically built and furnished for the purpose in the county. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Design and Construction of Stratford Jr. High School. 1947-1951 

Arlington County experienced its greatest period of school construction following World 
War I1 (1941-1945). In 1945, the public school system in the county consisted of twenty- 
six elementary, three junior high, and two high schools.' By 1950, the population of the 
county had increased 137 percent from its pre-war number to 135,449 and continued to 
expand through the 1950s.' The Arlington County School Board responded with a 
massive building campaign that resulted in the construction of twenty-four new schools 
and additions to thirty-seven existing schools between 1946 and 1960.~ The construction 
of a new junior high school, which would accommodate grades seven, eight and nine, 
was paramount among the resolutions passed by the Arlington County School Board in 
1947.' Population studies submitted to the School Board in 1947 projected that by 1950 
the number of students enrolled in public junior high schools in Arlington County would 
far exceed the intended capacity of the existing junior high school buildings.' Stratford 
Junior High School, named for Robert E. Lee's birthplace in Virginia, was the first of 
four junior high schools constructed during the 1950s to accommodate this surge in 
student population, followed by Williamsburg in 1954, Kenmore in 1956, and Gunston in 
1959." 

By the end of 1948, the Arlington County School Board had selected the former 
Y.W.C.A. property in northwest Cherrydale, a middle-to-upper-class, primarily white 
residential neighborhood, as the location for the new junior high school. This location 
was determined in part by the lack of an existing junior high school in the northeast 
portion of the county. Residential neighborhoods in this area, including Cherrydale, Lee 
Heights, and Waverly Hills, were experiencing tremendous growth during the 1940s and 
population projections for 1950 indicated that this trend would continue.' The 
approximately 7.6-acre site was one of the few remaining large tracts of undeveloped 
land along the Lee Highway and Old Dominion Drive corridors, the major thoroughfares 
through the area. Surrounded on three sides by 20'~-centur~ residential development, the 
tract was the site of a summer camp of the Young Women's Christian Association. Two 
buildings existed on the site including Vacation Lodge, a large early-20th-century wood- 
frame building, and the one-story wood-frame caretaker's house.* 
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The heavily wooded tract was accessed from the east from Vacation Lane, named for the 
summer camp, and featured highly varied topography, steep slopes, and a creek that ran 
southwest across the property, roughly along the path of the current building footprint. 
The challenges presented by the site were recognized and discussed by the School Board, 
hut ultimately it was felt that these potential difficulties were offset by the convenient and 
desirable lo~a t ion .~  The property was subsequently purchased in 1948 from Louis J. and 
Anna T. Carusillo for the sum of $47,756." The design and construction expenses 
incurred in accommodating the site were significant, with the grading contract alone 
amounting to $49,600, or approximately 3 percent, of the actual construction cost of 
$1,496,604." This caused considerable controversy among Arlington County tax payers 
who felt that the expense could have been avoided by the selection of a more regular 
site." 

In 1948, the Arlington County School Board contracted with architect Rhees Evans 
Burket, Sr. (1899-1963) of Washington, D.C. for the design of a new junior high school 
to accommodate 1,000 students.13 Burket studied architecture at the University of 
Michigan and spent his early career with an architecture firm in Detroit specializing in 
school design.14 Burket moved to Washington, D.C. in 1936 and practiced architecture 
independently until his death in 1963." The construction contract was awarded to the 
Wise Construction Company of Richmond, Virginia. 

Burket was one of a number of architects and architectural firms hired by the Arlington 
County School Board during the period to execute designs for their ambitious building 
program. The School Board frequently awarded more than one project to a single firm, 
as in the case of McLeod and Ferrara of Washington, D.C., which executed Ahingdon 
Elementary School and an addition to Peyton Randolph Elementary ~ c h o o 1 . l ~  Principal 
architect Anthony Ferrara (b. 1905) specialized in school design and is responsible for the 
design of a number of schools in Northern Virginia and ~ a r ~ l a n d . "  Similarly, the firm 
of Norman and Dixon of Washington, D.C., also specializing in school design, is 
responsible for Peyton Randolph School as well as additions to Barcroft Elementary 
School, Kate Waller Barrett Elementary School, Stonewall Jackson Elementary School, 
Woodlawn Elementary School, and Walter Reed Elementary ~ c h o o l . ' ~  Allen J. Dickey 
(b. 1914) executed designs for Oakridge Elementary School, Ashiawn Elementary 
School, Claremont Elementary School, Taylor Elementary School and Jamestown 
Elementary School.19 Burket is known to have received two commissions from the 












































