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O E S C R l a E  THE PRESENT AND O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P w Y s l c A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Tinkl ing  Spr ings  Pi-esbyterian Church i s  located i n  a Grovc of oak' t r e e s  
on a hi1 1 j u s t  abovc t h e  t i n k l i n g  s p r i n g  f o r  which t h e  church is  named. The 
b r i ck  GrccL: Rcvival s t r u c t u r e  i s  tcmplc form with a pcdimcntcd d i a s t y l e  
Doric p o r t i c o  i n  a n t i s  i n  t h c  cent.cr o f  t h e  facade. Thc p o r t i c o  i s  
approached by f i v c  s t c p s  bctwccn podii .  Therc 'ar 'c  rcccsscd pancls  i n  each 
a n t a ,  a s  we11 a s  a s c t  of rcccsscd  panels  on c i t h c r  s ide of t h c  por t ico .  
Brick p i l a s t e r s  frame t h e  panels  a s  wel l  a s  each of the  four  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  
windows on both t h e  weat and e a s t  s i d e s .  The west doorway i s  surmountcd by 
a pcdimcnt ,which i s  supported by columns of an elongated Tuscan order .  Thcrt: 
i s  a one s t o r y  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  r e a r  which fol lows the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c1laracti:r 
of t h e  main s t r u c t u r e ,  employing panel led  bays framed with b r i ck  p i l a s t e r s .  
There i s  a l s o  a l a t c r  gable-roofed a d d i t i o n  t o  the  c a s t  connected t o  t h e  
church by a b r i ck  passageway. 

The church ' s  p l a i n  i n t e r i o r  has  a c e n t r a l  a i s l e ,  plastered w a l l s  and 
c c i l i n g ,  and a r a i s e d  p u l p i t  a t  t h c  n o r t h e a s t  cnd. A simple c i i t ab la tu rc  VI 

supported by two Greek Doric columns and two p i l a s t e r s  frames a wide r e c e s s  
behind t h e  p u l p i t .  The west door is flanlccd by two Doric p i l a s t e r s  and is  

rn 
surmounted by a pediment wi th  d e n t i 1  co rn ice  and an unornamented f r i e z e .  
An exposed p ipe  organ i s  loca ted  a g a i n s t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  wa l l  t o  t h e  l c f t  of - 
one of  t h e  doors  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  p u l p i t ,  l eading  t o  t h e  church. o f f i c e s .  

VI 
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S T A T E M E N T  OF  S I O N I F I C A N C E  

Tinkl ing  Springs Church houses the  second o l d e s t  Presbyterian congre- 
g a t i o n  i n  t h c v a l l c y  o f  Virg in ia .  The p resen t  church is t h e  t h i r d  bu i ld ing  
on t h c  s i t e  and is important  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  f o r  being dcsigned by the  
noted n inc tccn th  ccntury  prcachcr  and a r c h i t e c t ,  Robert Lewis Dabney. 
T ink l ing  Spr ings ,  a s  wc l l  a s  Dabncpfs two o the r  s imple Greel: Revival e d i f i c e s :  
Collcgc Church a t  IIanpdcn-Sydney Collcgc,  and t h e  remodelled Farmvi l le  
P rcsby tc r i an  Church, had a considerable influence on a r c h i t e c t u r e  of many of 
V i X g i n i a 1 s  ante-bclluiil Presbyterian churches. 

Thc T ink l ing  Springs congregat ion was formed i n  t h e  l a t c  1 7 3 0 t s ,  and 
John Craig bccamc t h e  f i r s t  r egu la r  pas to r  i n  1740. Craig a l s o  scrved 
Augusta Stonc Church artd hclpcd c s t a b l i s l ~  many o t h c r  churches i n  t h e  a rea .  
nccausc of Cra ig ' s  conservat ism, Tinkl ing  Springs Church d i d  not  become 
involved i n  the  Old Sidc-Ncw Sidc controvcrsy t h a t  s p l i t  s o  many of t h e  
Vnl lcys '  Prcsbykcr ian  congrcgntions. 

The f i r s t  church on t h e  s i t c  was b u i l t  between 1742-48, and was a  log 
s ~ r u c t u r e .  I t  was rcplnccd i n  t t c l 7 9 0 ' s  by a  s imple s tone  bu i ld ing  s i m i l a r  
i n  nppcnrancc t o  thc  ncnrby Old Providence Stone Church. Thc p resen t  
bu i ld ing ,  b u i l t  undcr thc  d i r c c t i o n  of R.L. Dabncy, t h e  incumbent m i n i s t e r ,  
r.;,is f i r s t  uscd on >.larch 30, 155C. E!otcd f o r  h i s  arch-conscrvat ism, Dabney 
hclpcd t o  countcrnc t  t h c  liberalizing in f luence  of Thomas Jefferson and 
Jai.lcs Madison i n  thc  s o u t l ~ c r n  mind. IIc s t a r t c d  trork on t h e  Tinkl ing  Springs 
! ~ ~ i l . c l i n g  wi th  t h c  intention t h a t  j t  woulcl be "a vcry n c a t  handsome and con- 
.':cnicnt lrouse, thc bc3t  country church anywl~cre i n  t h i s  p a r t  of t h e  country." 
.\1:1j d :rouiir.z con ten t ion  "about cvcry t r i f l e  " i n  t h e  congregat ion ,  t h c  
!:uilcling grew. Dabncy dcscr ibcd  ilie church a s  bcing;" ... 56'  ?: 42' i n  the  
c l c a r  w i th  two a i s l c s  and four  t i e r s  of pcws, _The house ...p3 of 2:; 
; > l a i n c s t  Dor ic  dcnudcd of a l l  ornaments . . . f . ~ ~ ~ ! / c o s t  of-$366i. . . &tJprornises 
LO bc a  p c r f e c t  gem, p l a i n ,  chas t e  & propor t ious  ... , L a r d i t  w i l l  be onc of  
~ h c  most t a s t c f u l  churches i n  Virginia." 1,kcn f i n a l l y  completed, Dabney's 
church c o s t  only  about  $3000; it is still i n  usc today. 

Among t h e  pronincnt  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  have a t t ended  Tinkl ing  Springs a r e  
t h c  P rcs tons  of t h e  Val lcy ,  t h e  Brcckcnridges,  l a t e r  of Kentucky, and t h e  
Johns tons ,  of ~vhon Zachariah Johnston,  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  advocate of r e l i g i o u s  
l i b c r t y  i n  t h e  e igh teen th  cen tu ry ,  was a  member. 
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AS the designated State Liaison Officer for the Ns- 

tionsl Historic Preservation Act of 19h6 (Public L a w  

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cektify that i t  has  been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procehres  s e t  

forth by the National park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: , . 
National State Local 
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I hereby certify that this  property is included in the 

National Register. 

V i r -  i r , i n  !iisLori.c Landnarks  Commission Dcccmbcr, 1972 
S T R E E T  I N 0  NUMBER: 

C l T Y  OR TOWN: 
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Chief,  Of f ice of Archeology and  Historic Preservatim 
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Keeper of The  National Repis ler  
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