


[7. DESCRIPTION

{Choack One)
CONDITION [} Excellent ] Geeod (3 Fair [0 Detericroted [ Ruins (7] Unexposed
{Check Ono) (Check One)
9 Altered O Unalterad ] Moved %] Originel Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND CRIGINAL {if kpown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Tinkling Springs Presbyterian Church is located in a grove of ocak trees
on a hill just above the tinkling spring for which the church is named. The
brick Greek Revival structure is temple form with a pedimented diastyle
Doriec portico in antis in the center of the facade. The portico is
approached by five steps between podii. There are rececssed panels in each
anta, as well as a sect of recessed pancls on either side of the portico.
Bricl pilasters frame the panels as well as each of the four stained glass
windows on both the weat and east sides. The west doorway is surmounted by
a pediment which is supported by columns of an elongated Tuscan order. There¢
is a one sgtory addition of the rear which follows the architectural charactg
of the main structure, employing paneclled bays framed with briclk pilasters.
There is alsc a later gable-roofed addition to the ecast connccted to the
church by a brick passagecway.

The church's plain inturior has a central aisle, plastercd walls and
ceiling, and a raised pulpit at the northeast end. A simple e¢ntablature
supported by two Greek Doric columns and two pilasters frames a wide recess
behind the pulpit. The west door is flanked by two Doric pilasters and is
surmounted by a pediment with dentil cornice and an unornamented frieze.

An exposed pipe organ is located against the northeast wall to the left of
one of the doors on either side of the pulpit, leading to the church officesy
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tinkling Springs Church houses the second oldest Presbyterian congre-
gation in theValley of Virginia. The present church is the third building
on the site and is important architecturally for being designed by the
noted ninctecnth century preacher and architect, Robert Lewis Dabney.
Tinkling Springs, as well as Dabney's two other simple Greek Revival edifice
College Church at Hampden-Sydney College, and the remodelled Farmville
Presbyterian Church, had a considerable influence on architecture of many of
Virginia's ante-bellum Presbyterian churches.

The Tinkling Springs congregation was formed in the late 1730's, and
John Craig became the first regular pastor in 1740. Craig also served
Augusta Stonc Church and helped cstablish many other churches in the area.
Because of Craig's conservatism, Tinkling Springs Church did not become
involved in the 01d Side-~New Side controversy that split so many of the
Valleys' Presbylerian congregations.

The first church on the site was built between 1742-48, and was a log
slructurc. It was replaced in tle1790's by a simple stone building similar
in appcarance te the nearby 0ld Providence Stone Church. The present
building, built under the dircction of R.L. Dabney, the incumbent minister,
was first used on March 30, 1850. HNoted for his arch-conscrvatism, Dabney
helped to counteract the liberalizing influence of Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison in the southern mind. le started work on the Tinkling Springs
“uilding with the intention that it would be "a very neat handsome and cone
venient house, the best country church anywhere in this part of the country.f'
Amid growing contention '"about cvery trifle’ in the congregation, the
uilding grew. Dabney described {he church as being,”... 56' x 42' in the
clear with two aisles and four tiers of pews, _The house e Jisfof tho
slainest Doric denuded of all ornaments voofand/ cost of _$3661. .. lif/promis
to be a perfect gem, plain, chaste & proportious...,[pqglit will be onc of
che most tasteful churches in Virginia." When finally completed, Dabney's
church cost only about $3400; it is still in use today.

Among the prominent families that have attended Tinkling Springs are
the Prostons of the Valley, the Breckenridges, later of Kentucky, and the
Johnstons, of whom Zachariah Johnston, the cclebrated advocate of religious
liberty in the eightecenth century, was a member .
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" FORM PREPARED BY.

NAME AND TITLE:

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Staff

QRGANIZATION ’ DATE

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission ' December, 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Buildi

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Richmond . _ Viroinia wl

FY2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION:

NATIONAL REGISTER vemr-'lcmlou

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

1 hereby cerstify that this property is included in the
Nationa} Register.

in the National Register and ce}tify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedu res set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

National [} State [ Local [ 1
Date

Name -

7. ATTEST:

R. Fishhurne, Director

Virginia listo?ic ©

Titte Landmarks Commission
Keeper of The National Register
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
{Juiy 1969)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE
Virginia
COUNTY
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FOR NP5 USE ONLY |
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STREET AND NUM BER!

elde ol Bl 608, 3 mi. S of jntexs

cction with Rt.

536 and Rt. 631,

CITY OCR TOWN:

Fishersville vicinity

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Ve ins 51 Aupucta 15
[3. MAP: REFERENCE e
SOURCE:

n.8.0.8, 701 qnﬁrl‘-‘ﬁng]_e_
SCALE: 1 'r)/_‘qnn

Havneshoro Hest, Virecinia

DATE: 1O A

4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and lengitude reference.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

Virginia

COUNTY
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FOR NPS USE ONLY
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p“°T°CREWT=VLrn1n1a State Libraxy

DATE OF PHOTO!: 10.3
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DESCRIBE VIEW DIRECTION, ETC.

View from the northwest.
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U.5.G.S. 73" quadrangle (scales:1:24000)
Waynesboro West, Va. 1964

TINKLING SPRINGS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

latitude longitude
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