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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i! known) PHYSICAL ARREARANCE

The Valley Railroad Stone Bridge crosses Folly Mills Creek just
west of Interstate Highway 81 approximately five miles south of Staunton.
The bridge is a four-span structure with an over-all length of 130 feet
and a width of 15 feet, It utilizes semi-circular arches set on gently
splayed piers. Slightly projecting imposts are located between the tops
of the piers and the spring of the arches. Granite is used throughout as
the construction material, and the facing is a rough-surface ashlar. 'I'hew
only change to have occurred to the bridge is the removal of the railroad
ties and rails. :

Because of the close proximity to Interstate 81, the bridge has
become a familiar landmark to travelers throughout the Valley of
Virginia. The Department of Highways maintains it as part of the
highway's landscaping. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE_ |

Completed by 1884, the Valley Railroad Stone Br:.clge stands as an
outstanding example of stone masonry construction and ranks among the
most scenic bridges in the Commonwealth. The bridge was built as part
of the project extending the Valley Railroad line from Staunton to Salem
via Lexington. By 1884 the company had laid 62 miles of the proposed
line, thus completing the railroad as far as Lexington. The Common-
wealth's railroad commissioner reported in 1884 that the company had
spent $23, 000 on bridges between 1882 and 1884, and although not
specifically itemized, it is presumed that a portion of thia sum paid for
the stone bridge.

The Valley Railroad continued to operate under that name as late
as 1900, but all its motive power and rolling stock was owned by the
Baltirmore and Ohio Railroad which was also its major stockholder. The
line was ultimately absorbed into the B & O system, and for many years
it was known locally as the Valley Branch of the B & O. The B & O
discontinued the branch in 1942 and sold off its right-of-way soon after-
wards. The section between Staunton and Harrisonburg was acquired by
the Chesapeake and Western, a local freight line, but the right-of-way
south of Staunton was sold off in parcels, and the track, including that
across the stone bridge, weas taken up. 'The Virginia Department of
Highways purchased the bridge in 1965 through its acquisition of right-
of -way for Interstate Highway 81l. Although the bridge no longer serves
any specific function, the Department of Highways maintains it as a
scenic landmark.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tignal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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