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1. Name 

historic HENRY MISH BARN (PREFERRED) 

and/or common Mish Barn; Heritage H i l l  Barn 

2. Location 
street & number Route 876 not for publication 

C~V, town Middlebrwk X vicinity of 

state Virginia code 51 countv mta code 015 . -.. 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-district -public occupied -agriculture x - museum 
.&- buiiding(s) 2 private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
-structure -both -work in progress - educational private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible - entertainment - religious 
-object - In process 4 yes: restricted -government - scientific 

-being considered - yes: unrestricted industrial -transportation 
N/A - no -military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
M r .  and Pks. Bobby N. Cline 

street & number RDute '1 Box 125 

citv. town Middlebrook X - vicinitv of state Virginia 

5. Location of Leaal Descri~tion 
- - 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Augusta C o u n t y  Courthouse 

street & number N/A 

c~ty, town Staunton state Virginia 24401 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Virginia Kistoric Lan-ks Cdimission 

title survey has this property been determined eligible? -yes LL no 

date 1973, 1980 -federal _X- state c o u n t y  - local 

depository for survey records Virginia Historic Landmarks Comnission, 221 GOVem0r Street 

city, town Ricfnond state V i r g i n i a  23219 



Condition Check one C eck one 
-excellent 2 . . -deteriorated - unaltered - orlglnal slte 
X - good - ruins -altered -moved date N/A X 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
SlMIARY DESCRZPTION 

The Henry Mish barn i s  an inrpressive Pennsylvania-type brick bank barn erected ca. 
1849 measuring approximately 50' x 100'. The ends of the barn are d i s t i m s h e d  by 
decorative brick l a t t i ce  vents in lozenge patterns. Typical of bank barns, the Mish 
barnhasaprojecting wood-frame forebay. Some of the original interior  f i t t ings  have 
been r m v e d  or rearranged, but many of the doors and the majority of the original 
£raring system ranains intact.  The barn remains in regular use and is i n  a good s ta te  
of preservation. It is scenically si ted along Back Creek, a mile north of the village 
of Middlebrook (National Register Historic District) in the beautiful countryside of cen- 
t r a l  Augusta County. Included in the n d n a t i o n  i s  the Mish House with i t s  surrounding 
outbuildings, a typical Augusta County antebellm ccmplex of no special distinction, but 
necessary for providing an appropriate context for the barn. 



Period 
- prehistoric 

1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
L iao0-is99 
- 1900- 

Areas of Signiflcance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic -conservation - law -science 

agriculture - economics -literature -sculpture 
1L architecture -education -military - social/ 
- art - engineering -music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
-communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transpo~ation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Smecific dates Ca. 1849 BuilderiArchitect &own 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

s w m  OF SIGNIEICANCE 

Erected ca. 1849 for Henry Mish, a native of York County, Pennsylvania who settled 
in southwestern Augusta County i n  1839, the Henry Mish Barn i l lus t ra tes  the diffusion 
of the forebay, bank barn from southeastern Pemsylvania into the Valley of Virginia. 
Although the bank barn became the standard barn form in Augusta County during the 19th 
century, this  i s  one of the only hom exaqles  of brick barns i n  the Valley, where barns 
were systematically destroyed by Union forces during the C i v i l  W a r .  Masonry construction 
had been popdar i n  Pennsylvania but local W l e s  are generally of frame or log. The 
decorative brick ventilator patterns and the heavily-trussed inter ior  preserve the archi- 
tectural integrity of this early Augusta County barn. The barn has remained in continual 
use on this family farm, which also includes a brick farm house, log tenant house, and 
m y  outbuildings. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Henry Mish Barn stands on part  of five hundred acres of land in Augusta County 
sold by William and Mary Dean to  Hugh Davis of York County, Pennsylvania in 1768. In 
1800, James Davis, the eldest son and heir  of Hugh Davis, sold the t rac t  to James Hathorne 
of Washington County, Virginia. Windel Grove, Sr . ,  a large Augusta County landholder, 
purchased 561 acres including the original Dean t ract  f rom Hathorne in 1805. In 1814, 
Grove sold the property t o  George Mish, a resident of York County, Pennsylvania. 

Mish continued to  reside i n  Pennsylvania unt i l  h i s  death in 1829. Although the 
Augusta County land tax records indicate improvements on the property valued a t  $200 
in 1820 (an evaluation that remained f a i r l y  constant over the next two decades), i t  would 
be unreasonable to  conclude tha t  the present brick barn dates t o  George Mish's proprietor- 
ship. Not only is it unlikely that a landowner not residing i n  the s ta te  would erect 
such a substmtial  barn, either for  himself or for a tenant, but the snallest brick 
structures of this  period in Augusta County were seldom assessed fo r  less than $1,000. 
Because the 1820 land tax records are  s i lent  as to the nature or  origin of these b r o v e -  
ments, it is also possible that the improvements antedated Mish's purchase of the property. 
It would, therefore, be more reasonable t o  assure that the 1820 index refers to  a dwelling 
of frame construction, possibly bu i l t  by Mish for a tenant, which has not survived. 

The heirs o 4 p g e  Mish undertook no improvements t o  the property mtil 1839 or 
1840, i n  which ye the property increased i n  value by $1,800 through added building. 
Three years la ter  the property began t o  be taxed in  the name of Henry Mish, the son of 
George Mish, who was then thirty-three years old, a native of York County, Pennsylvania, 
and known to  have removed to  Augusta County by this time. Given Henry Mish' s obvious 
need for a residence, together with the striking similarity of the present brick dwelling 
house on the nominated property t o  the Ken-Brandenberg House, dated 1836 (also a brick 
I-house with a Greek Revival ~ o r t i c o  and brick e l l )  this  build- campaign probably in- 

(See Gmtinuation Sheet 111) 








