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A L T E R E D  - M O V E 0  D A T L -  

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

B e  Coiner House near  Crimora i n  AugustaCounty is a  two-story,  three-bay "I-house" 
b u i l t  of b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on t h e  f r o n t  and i n  t h r e e -  and four-course 
American bond on t h e  s i d e s ,  t h e  r e a r ,  and t h e  o r i g i n a l  e a s t  k i t chen  wing. The 
mor tar  j o i n t s  a r e  penci led .  The house is  s e t  on a  l imes tone  underpinning and 
has a  molded b r i ck  c o r n i c e  a s  we l l  as  a  s tepped water  t a b l e  on the  f r o n t .  A semi- 
e x t e r i o r  end chimney is a t  t h e  west end, and t h e  one - s to ry  k i t c h e n  wing is a t  t h e  
e a s t .  Attached t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  wing is  an e a r l y  twent ie th-century ,  two-story frame 
e l l .  A one-story porch o f  t h e  same period a s  the frame e l l  extends from t h e  f r o n t  
door of  t h e  o l d  house t o  t h e  e l l .  The f r o n t  doorway has a  paneled r evea l  and a  
t h r e e - l i g h t  t r a n s m ,  and t h e  door head is  decorated w i t h  a l t e r n a t i n g  gouged ten-point  
s t a r s  and . .c lus ters : .bf  f i v e  ' f l u t e s .  " L o u v r e d ~ b l i h d ~  a r e  uses on a l l  of  t h e  windows, 
wh ichhave  nine-ave:r-six s a s h  on t h e  f i r s t  f l b o r  and- s ix -ove r - s ix  s a s h  on the  second. - . - 

. . 
The p lan  of t h e  house c o n s i s t s  of  one.roo& o n e i t h e r  s i d e  of  a  c e n t r a l  passage which 
con ta ins  the  open-well s t a i r ' :  , T h e r e  is a s i n g l e  room i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  wing with 
a  passage and another  room i n  t h e  l a t e  e l l .  

The Coiner House is noteworthy f o r  i ts  i n t e r i o r  decora t ion .  That i n  t h e  west pa r lo r  
is t h e  most e l abora t e .  Here, a s  i n  a l l  o f  the rooms i n  t h e  main block except one, 
o r i g i n a l  p a i n t  su rv ives .  A molded c h a i r  r a i l ,  pa in t ed  yel low, i s  c a r r i e d  around 
t h e  room. The p l a s t e r  below t h e  c h a i r  r a i l  is  painted tu rquo i se ,  and the  baseboard 
i s  dark green.  The symmetrical ly molded door and window frames, which have "bu l l ' s -  
eye" pa te rae ,  a r e  pa in ted  gold .  The mantel has coupled f l u t e d  c o l o n e t t e s  without 
caps o r  bases suppor t ing  a  doub le - t i e r ed  e n t a b l a t u r e  i n  which t h e  upper t i e r  is 
t a l l e r  than t h e  lower one. In p lace  of e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks t h e r e  a r e  two t i e r s  of 
coupled f r ees t and ing  u rns .  The f r i e z e  is  divided i n t o  s i x  p a n e l s , f i v e  of which have 
quadrant  sunburs ts  i n  t h e i r  co rne r s .  The upper co rne r  p a n e l s ' a r e  f u r t h e r  embellished 
wi th  turned and halved u rns  and wi th  swags. The lower c e n t e r  panel  has a  small urn 
wi th  s t y l i z e d  f lowers emanating from it, a  design s t r o n g l y  reminiscent  of Valley 
German mot i f s  found on f r a k t u r  and on gravestones.  The upper  c e n t e r  and lower out -  
s i d e  panels  have sunburs t  p a t e r a e ,  a l though t h a t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  panel is l a r g e r  than 
t h e  o t h e r s .  Each sunburs t  has a  c e n t r a l  decorat ion--an e ight -poin ted  s t a r  i n  the  
c e n t r a l  panel and t h e  Masonic d i v i d e r s  and square  i n  t h e  lower ones. The mantel i s  
f u r t h e r  d i s t ingu i shed  by i t s  e l a b o r a t e ,  o r i g i n a l  po lychrmy .  On a  clay-colored 
background, the  d e t a i l s  a r e  picked o u t  i n  deep blue g reen ,  black,  red ,  gold, and 
yellow green .  

I n  t h e  e a s t  room is a  s m a l l e r  mantel with t h e  same cou?led colone?Xes i n d  urns , 
(only one t i e r  of t h e  l a t t e r )  but  wi th  much l e s s  f r i e z e  decora t ion .  Recessed panel 
wainscot ing i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  room. This is the  o n l y  room i n  the  main block 
t h a t  has been r epa in ted .  

The passage trim is  pa in ted  pink,  except  f o r  t h e  baseboards,  which a r e  green. The 
open-s t r ing  s t a i r  has an appl ied-panel  spandre l ,  s c r o l l e d  b racke t s ,  two turned 
b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t r ead ,  and an u r n  newel over  which t h e  eased,  round b a n i s t e r  passes.  
The l a t t e r  te rminates  wi th  reeded bands and a  gouged f lower  on t h e  end. A pedestal  
c h a i r  r a i l  e n c i r c l e s  the  room and is c a r r i e d  up the s t a i r .  (See Continuat ion Sheet ikl) 
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! 7 .  DESCRIPTION 

1 
A l l  o f  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  doors i n  t h e  main block a r e  gra ined  wi th  r o s e  on yellow 
p a i n t  and have, i n  add i t ion ,  quadrant  panels  pa in ted  on them. A s  is t h e  case  

I wi th  t h e  second-f loor  doors,  each is somewhat d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o t h e r s .  

There is  an e a r l y  mantel i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  wing, but  t h e r e  is  no i n d i c a t i o n  of e a r l y  
I p a in t .  This  mantel c o n s i s t s  o f  reeded Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  and e n t a b l a t u r e  
I 
! blocks f l ank ing  fou r  recessed-panel  f r i e z e  panels  and suppor t ing  a  l i g h t  s h e l f .  

E a r l y  decora t ion  su rv ives  on t h e  second f l o o r  a s  wel l .  Most of  t h e  woodwork 
is  pa in ted  pink. The doors (some of  which r e t a i n  o r i g i n a l  s p r i n g  l a t c h e s  with 
b r a s s  knobs) have the  same r o s e  and yel low g ra in ing  a s  those  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  
bu t  a l l  of  t h e  panels a r e  en r i ched  wi th  dark  blue-green, sponge-painted pa t t e rns .  
The except ion  i s  the  door t o  t h e  a t t i c  s t a i r , w h i c h  i s  pa in ted  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t -  
f l o o r  doors .  The a t t i c  s t a i r  r i s e r s  and t h e  baseboards throughout  t h e  second 
s t o r y  a r e  marbleized. 

I n  t h e  west chamber t h e r e  is a  mantel s i m i l a r  t o ,  but smal le r  than ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  
e a s t  room of the  f i r s t  f l o o r ;  i t  i s  pa in ted  gold.  There is no f i r e p l a c e  i n  the  
e a s t  chamber. 

Seve ra l  ou tbu i ld ings  su rv ive ,  b u t  none i s  a s  o l d  a s  the  house. Noteworthy a r e  a  
l a t e  n ine teenth-century  forebay bank barn  and a mid-nineteenth-century bui ld ing  
which may have been a  da i ry .  

The 35 a c r e s  being nominated a r e  cornposed of  open land used as  cropland and pas ture  
l and ,  and provide a  s u i t a b l e  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  farm house. The Coiner House property 
is n a t u r a l l y  bounded on two s i d e s  - by t h e  r i v e r  and by S t a t e  Route 865. 

GPO 8 9 2  4 5 5  
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! SPECIFIC DATES ca. '1825 BUILDEWARCHITECT . , . .  

I . ,. 
. . 

j STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - - . .. . .  c 
. . 

. . . .  . , . .. ... \ >  . .- 
Cblorful  gra in ing; ' i ia rb le iz ing ,  and Lpolychr?my, a s ,  "e l i  as e t a b o r a t e  p r o v i n c i a l .  -~ 
woodwork ~ e r ~ ~ ~ a ~ t i ~ u l a r l ~  - - popular '  i n  the  .va l ley  . . ,  . of  Virg in ia  i n  t h e  e a r l y  nine-  . . 

t een th  'century.  T h e ' ~ o i n e r - ~ b u s e  i s ' t h e  l e a s t - a l t e r e d  and most s p e c t a c u l a r  
example o f  t h i s  decora t ion  y e t  discovered i n  Ui rg in ia .  I n s t a l l e d ,  a s s o  much . - 

' d f ' i t  was; in a a e ~ e p t i v e l y ' p i a i n  br ick  I-house, t h e  v a r i e t y  a n d - b r i l l i a n c e  of 
the  c o l o r s  and t h e  imaginat ion and s k i l l  w i th  which the i n t e r i o r  woodwork was 
executed s e r v e  t o  g i v e  the  house a  va lue  f a r  beyond t h a t  of mere s u r v i v a l .  
Bu i l t  by t h e  Coiners ( a l s o  s p e l l e d  Koyner o r  Koiner),  a  c l a n  i n  the  a r e a  s ince  
t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  century ,  t he  house remained i n  t h a t  fami ly ' s  hands u n t i l  1976. 

Michael Keinadt came t o  Virg in ia  from Pennsylvania s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  American 
Revolut ion and bought300 ac res  of land on  t h e  South River.  This formed t h e  nucleus 
of ex tens ive  Coiner fami ly  holdings i n  and around Waynesboro. Coiners were 
ins t rumenta l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  Lutheran Church i n  the  Crimora a rea ,  and many of 
t h a t  name cont inue  t o  l i v e  i n  the  v i c i n i t y .  

The very  numbers of family members make t r a c i n g  of the  t i t l e  d i f f i c u l t ,  but  it 
appears f r w t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and from t h e  documents t h a t  the  house was b u i l t  i n  
the  1820s o r  e a r l y  1830s on land owned by John Coiner ,  who was charged i n  the  
1827 land t a x  books wi th  293 ac res  of land on the  South River and $700 worth of 
bu i ld ings .  -0 Years l a t e r ,  t h i s  assessment had r i s e n  to $1,000 and remained 
s t a b l e  f o r  s e v e r a l  yea r s  a f t e r  t h a t .  

The proper ty  passed through a  success ion  of Coiner ownerships u n t i l  1976, when 
the farm was purchased by D r .  and N r s .  Robert L. Binda. 

DLT, MTP 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA \ 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY approximately 35 acres  

I UTM REFERENCES \ 
\ 

AW b18,7(2,2,01 14,Y&615,6,OJ 14,212,612,1,01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTIN NORTHING 
CU 16l&6l8 l0~0J  14,212,6( Q8,0; DM 1618161910,01 141~2,6151410[  

VERBALBOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 'me 33 acres comprlslng cne comer  nouse property a r e  
bounded by a l i n e  beginning at  a point (A) on the  W bank of the  South River, approximately 
.6 m i l e  NE of the  in te rsec t ion  of s t a t e  routes 612 and 865; thence following W bank of 

I 
- 

South River f o r  a l i t t l e  over 1200 f e e t  i n  a general ly  southward direction; then extending 
approximately 1700 f e e t  WSW i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  i n t e r sec t i on  with E s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 
865; then following E s i d e  of s a id  route fo r  a dis tance of approximately'1600 f e e t  i n  a 

I generally northward d i rec t ion ;  thence extending approximately 1000 f e e t  E t o  in te rsec t ion  
with W bank of South River and the  point of or igin .  

i LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

I STATE CODE CWHTY CODE 

1 
STATE CODE COUNTY W O E  

I  FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Staff  
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Vira inia  Historic Landmarks Comission 1977 
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r ee t  (804) 786-3144 
CITY ORTOWN 

Richmond 
STATE 

Vire inia  23219 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL- STATE A LOCAL - 
AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publbc Law 89-6651.1 





M a p p e d ,  e d i t e d ,  a n d  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y  
Control by USGS and USC&GS 

I 
Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerlal photographs 
taken 1963 Field checked 1964 

Polycanic prolecton 1 9 2 7  North American datum 5%. l 1  
10,000 foot grid based on V ~ r g l n ~ a  coordnate system, north zone sa nirii I 1-07 

1000 meter Un~versal  Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 17, shown in blue 

Ftne red dashed lhnes ~ n d ~ c a t e  selected fence and f ~ e l d  hnes where 
generally vlstble on aerlal photographs Thls ~ n f o r m a t ~ o n  is unchecked 

I" "I" 

UTM G R i O  AND 1912 MAGNETIC NORTH 
DECLtNATION AT CENTER OF SHEET 

Revjs~ons shown i n  purple carnplled i n  cooperat~on with 
Commonwealth of V l r g n ~ a  agencles from a e r a l  photographs 
taken 1 9 7 2  T h s  jnformation not  field checked 
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