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1. Name

historic Middlebrook Historic District

and/or common N /A
2. Location
i #
street & number  IDtersection of state routes 252 and 876. DA 0t for publication
city, town Middlebrook N/A_ vicinity of congressional district S1¥th (M. Caldwell Butler
Virginia
state g code 1 county Angusta code (015
- - ]

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X _district _._.. public X  occupied —X_ agriculture — museum
— building(s) ___ private X __ unoccupied X . commercial — park
__structure  _X_ hoth —_ work in progress —— educational —&_ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment X _religious
—_ object —in process X_ yes: restricted — government .. scientific

. being considered X_ yes: unrestricted — industrial — transportation

N/A X _no —_ military ___other:

4. Owner of Property

name Multiple Ownership

street & number N/A

city, town N/A N/A vicinity of N/A state
5. Location of Legal Description

Augusta County Courthouse

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.

street & number N/A

city, town Staunton state Virginia

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
titte  Survey has this property been determined elegible? ____yes _*_no

date Summer 1980 __ federal _X state ___county ____ local

depository for survey records Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor Street

city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—_excellent — deteriorated _X unaltered X _original site N/A
_X_good —ruins . altered ___moved date

— tair — unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Middlebrook is located in the southern portion of the Valley of Virginia, ten miles
southwest of Staunton. Situated among low, rolling hills at the headwaters of Back Creek,
the village is one of the earliest and best-preserved rural villages in Augusta County.
The town prospered during the 19th century as the result of its key location along a major
road between Staunten and Lexington. This road, well established by 1B00, was a turnpike
by 1851 and still continues as one of the major county routes.

The village was platted in the late 18th century on lands owned by Nancy and William
Scott. On April 6, 1799, the Scotts sold twenty-seven lots. Like several other early
Valley towns, Middlebrook was planned as a series of contiguous lots along the main road,
separated every three or four lots by an alley. By the fall of 1805, Scott had platted
and sold other back lots behind the street lots on the southwest and northeast sides of
town. By 1885, at the time of the Hotchkiss Map and at the height of the village's pros-
perity, most of the lots had been settled and the town had expanded beyond its original
plat to include a black community west of town and an area to the south which included
gsome shops, a church, and the parsonage.

Nineteenth~century buildings still predominate on both sides of the main street, re-
flecting the character of the closely settled streetscape by the end of that century.
Approximately thirty-eight of the present buildings are illustrated on the 1884 Hotchkiss
"Plan of Middlebrook.” The extant buildings are excellent exampies of local vernacular
architecture. The traditional cabin form, usually with the hall/parlor plan and log
construction that characterized Augusta County, is found in abundance here along the main
road as well as on the side roads; it is also described in several early insurance records.
Even one of the first brick homes was constructed with this plan. By the mid-century,
the popular "I"-house design had been introduced into the village, probably through John
Randolph's imposing brick dwelling. This form was scon replicated in the village preference
for log and later, by the end of the century, frame construction. As in the county, the
"I"-house, sometimes with the local wvariation of an enclosed central staircase, was so
pervasive that it endured through the end of the 19th century; only two. asymmetrical
Victorian designs were built during these years. The 20th century brought several bungalows,
two brick neocolonial designs, and three brick ranch houses, reflecting the villagers® desire
for the new "popular" house designs over traditional forms.

In addition to this domestic architecture, several late 19th-century commercial build-
ings survive, including five stores, a frame school building, two churches, an 0dd Fellows
Hail, and a shecemaker's (now beauty) shop. Except for the remodeled schoolhouse, all
these structures retain the familiar gable-end rectangular block form, while the churches
elaborate on this form with projecting front towers and rear chapels. These two churches
are excellent examples of 1880s ecclesiastical architecture in the county--first, a brick
parish church with elaborate brick decoration, and second, a frame church, built for a
black congregation and cne of the few in this part of the county which are still in use today.

The tightly knit village plan and vernacular houses and commercial buildings create
a strong sense of cohesiveness in the present-day village. The weatherboarded facades,
huge exterior stone and brick chimneys, and late l9th-century decorative-sawn porches
built directly along the old turnpike create a steady rhythm of forms and designs enclosing
the narrow road. In the early 20th century, the church on the hill overlocking the village

(See Continuation Sheet #1)

























































