
PUBLIC SCHOOLS I N  AUGUSTA COUNTY, V I R G I N I A ,  1870-1940 
VIRGINIA IIISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

Thematic Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r  Nomination Lnventory Form 

Historic Name: Walker's Creek Schoolhouse Common Name: Walker ' s  Creek Schoolhouse 
S t r e e t  AdressIRt .  No.: R t .  602 VHLC F i l e  Xumber: 07-539  
V i c i n i t y  o f :  Newport h e r :  Glenn & Anne Michael 
USGS Quad: .Augus t a  Spr ings  7 .5  Box 29,  Yiddlebrook,  ['A 

Date ( s )  : 1850-70 A r c h i t e c t l B u i l d e r :  Unknown 
O r i g i n a l  U s e :  Schoolhouse S t y l e :  Vernacular  
P r e s e n t  Use: Dwelling 
Condi t ion:  Good 
A l t e r e d  L; u n a l t e r e d  - 
P h y s i c a l  Description: . , 

This  schoolhouse  may w e l l  be one of  t h e  o l d e s t  e x t a n t  s choo l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  County. The rec-  
t a n g u l a r  l og  s t r u c t u r e ,  measuring 22 f t  by 26 f t ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  form commonly used f o r  one-room 
schoo l s  w e l l  i n t o  the  twen t i e th  cen tu ry .  Two doors  p i e r c e d  t h e  g a b l e  end f acade ,  a l though  one 
has  been c l o s e d  and conver ted  i n t o  a window. The l a r g e  s t o n e  chimney on t h e  o p p o s i t e  end a l s o  
a t t e s t s  t o  i t s  antebel lum d a t e ;  most pos t -C iv i l  War schoolhouses  had b r i c k  Stove f l u e s .  

The e x t e r i o r  has  been a l t e r e d  with a shed a d d i t i o n  a long one s i d e  and a f r o n t  porch. I n s i d e ,  
the  l a r g e  room was d iv ided  when the  school  was conver ted  i n t o - a  dwe l l ing .  

S ta t emen t  of S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

The Walker ' s  Creek Schoolhouse is s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  one of the  o l d e s t  s u r v i v i n g  schoo l s  i n  the  
County and a s  the  on ly  known log  example. The y e a r  a f t e r  t he  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t he  f r e e  p u b l i c  
schoo l  sys tem i n  1870, 76 of Augusta County 's  115 s c h o o l s  were of log c o n s t r u c t i o n .  When t h e  
County g r a d u a l l y  began t o  b u i l d  schoolhouses  between 1873 and 1890, frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  was 
c l e a r l y  p r e f e r r e d ,  and many of t h e  o l d e r  log schoo l  b u i l d i n g s  were c losed .  By 1880-81, 
Augusta County had on ly  12 log schoo l s ;  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  number had dropped t o  10. The 
1885 A t l a s  of Augusta County r e v e a l s  t h a t  Walker ' s  Creek Schoolhouse was one of  the  few t h a t  
had been purchased by the  School Board and was i n  use  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

The Augusta County Deed Books conf i rm t h a t  t h e r e  was a l r e a d y  a schoolhouse  on t h i s  l o t  when 
John McChesney s o l d  t h e  one-acre t r a c t  t o  t h e  School Board i n  February  3 ,  1873 f o r  $30. Th i s  
conf i rma t ion  makes t h i s  one of only  two antebel lum schoolhouses  t h a t  have been documented; 
t he  o t h e r  i s  t he  Glebe Schoolhouse.  

With the  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of s choo l s  i n  the  Newport a r e a ,  Walker 's  Creek School was c l o s e d .  I n  
1935, t he  School Board.offered i t  f o r  s a l e ,  bu t  t h e r e  was no b id .  Lacy Van Fossen purchased 
the  l o t  and b u i l d i n g  i n  1948 f o r  $155, and i t  has  s i n c e  been used a s  a dwe l l ing .  

Geographic Data/Acreage: one a c r e  

Verbal  Boundary Desc r ip t ion :  Beginning a t  a po in t  on N s i d e  o f  VA 602 approx. 5 ,400 '  NNE o f  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  s a i d  r o u t e  w i t h  VA 681; thence ex tend ing  approx.  150 '  NNW; thence ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  schoolhouse  and t h e  
immediate school  yard .  
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