
PUBLIC SCHOOLS I N  AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 1870-1940 
VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMNISSION 

Thematic Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r  Nomination Inventory  Form 

H i s t o r i c  Name: Mof fe t t ' s  Creek Schoolhouse Common Name: M o f f e t t ' s  Creek Schoolhouse 
S t r e e t  ~ d r e s s / ~ t .  No. : R t .  681 VHLC F i l e  Number: 07-547 
V i c i n i t y  o f :  Newport Owner: M t .  Herman Cemetery Assoc ia t ion  
USGS Quad: . Augusta Springs 7 . 5  Middlebrook, VA 
- - 

Date ( s ) :  1873; 1880s 
O r i g i n a l  y se :  Schoolhouse ' 

Presen t  Use: Woodworking Shop 
Condition: Good 
Al t e r ed  ; u n a l t e r e d  X 

Arch i t ec t IBu i lde r :  Unknown 
S t y l e :  Vernacular 

P h y s i c a l  Descr ip t ion:  

This schoolhouse remains one o f  t he  best-preserved examples of a  one-room schoolhouse t h a t  was 
l a t e r  en l a rged  i n t o  a  two-room graded school .  Both p o r t i o n s  d i s p l a y  t h e  f a m i l i a r  r e c t a n g u l a r  
block des ign.  The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  i s  the  west room wi th  the  gable  end f ac ing  the  road.  This  
frame s t r u c t u r e ,  r e s t i n g  on a  l imestone foundat ion ,  r e t a i n s  i t s  two-bay f acade ,  with o f f - cen te r  
gable-end en t r ance  and three-bay s i d e  wa l l s  p ierced by 616 sa sh .  The gable-roofed a d d i t i o n  
b u i l t  perpendicular  t o  the o r i g i n a l  school  c r e a t e s  an "L"-shape p lan .  Th i s  was a l s o  of frame 
cons t ruc t ion  on a  s tone  foundation and had two-bay s i d e  wa l l s .  

The i n t e r i o r  of both rooms has been wel l  maintained. Both r e t a i n  narrow matchboard wa insco t t i ng  
with p l a s t e r  above, and the a d d i t i o n  s t i l l  has  t he  blackboard along the  e a s t  wa l l .  The church 
added a  board p a r t i t i o n  i n  t he  o r i g i n a l  room, bu t  t h i s  has been the  only change i n  p lan .  Both 
rooms r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r i n g  and c e i l i n g .  

S ta tement  of S ign i f i cance :  

~ l o f f e t t ' s  Creek Schoolhouse c l e a r l y  d i s p l a y s  t he  evo lu t ion  from a one-room t o  a  two-room school- 
house t h a t  occurred  f o r  many of Augusta County's  schools  i n  the  l a t e  n ine t een th  and e a r l y  
twen t i e th  century .  S ince  the  bu i ld ing  has  n o t  been remodeled i n t o  a  dwel l ing  as  have many 
o l d e r  schoolhouses,  the  bu i ld ing  r e t a i n s  i t s  ca .  1890 plan  and much of t he  i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h .  The 
School Baord purchased an acre  t r a c t  f o r  "school purposesl'.from John and E l i zabe th  Hi t e  i n  
February ,  1873, and soon b u i l t  t h i s  school .  This was the  f i r s t  year  t h a t  Augusta County began 
t o  purchase o l d e r  schools  as  w e l l  a s  l o t s  t o  b u i l d  new schoo l s ,  and the  va lue  of school  p rope r ty  
i nc reased  d rama t i ca l ly  t h a t  year .  Newport proved t o  be a  b u s t l i n g  cormnunity by 1885, and i t s  
growing popula t ion  c l e a r l y  l ed  t o  t h e  enlargement of t h i s  school  by 1890. At t h i s  t ime,  Newport 
had one o f  22 two-room graded schools  i n  t he  county,  boas t ing  an e n r o l l e d  popu la t ion  o f  68 and 
an average d a i l y  a t tendance  of 47. 

Newport cont inued t o  grow, and by 1923 a  l a r g e r ,  four-room masonry school  was cons t ruc t ed  n e a r  
t h i s  schoolhouse.  The o l d  p rope r ty  was so ld  t o  t h e  M t .  Herman Lutheran Church the  fo l lowing  
yea r .  S t i l l  i n  t h e  ownership of t he  Church Cemetery Assoc ia t ion ,  the  bu i ld ing  has been w e l l  
maintained and has no t  been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  s ince  i t s  c l o s i n g .  

Geographic DataIAcreage: one a c r e  

Verbal  Boundary Descr ip t ion:  Beginning a t  a po in t  on t h e  S  s i d e  of VA 681 approx. 1.800' WNW 
of  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  r o u t e  wi th  VA 252; thence extending approx. 200' W ( con t inued)  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  inc lude  t h e  schoolhouse and t h e  
immediate school  yard.  

UM:17/648570/4207200 

Prepared By: Ann XcCleary, A r c h i t e c t u r a l  His to , r ian  
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Verbal Boundary Description continued 

on S side of VA 681; thence approx. 200's; thence approx. 200'SE; thence approx. 200' N 
to point of origin. 
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