
PUBLIC SCHOOLS I N  A U G ~ S T A  COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 1870-1940 
VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

Thematic N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  Nomination I n v e n t o r y  Form 

H i s t o r i c  Name: M o f f e t t ' s  Creek Schoolhouse 
S t r e e t  h d r e s s / R t .  No.: R t .  681 
V i c i n i t y  o f :  Newport 
USGS Quad: . Augusta Spr ings  7 . 5  

Common Name: M o f f e t t ' s  Creek Schoolhouse 
VHLC F i l e  Number: 07-547 
m e r :  M t .  Herman Cemetery A s s o c i a t i o n  

Middlebrook,  VA 

D a t e ( s ) :  1873; 1880s 
O r i g i n a l  y s e :  Schoolhouse 
P r e s e n t  Use: Woodworking Shop 
C o n d i t i o n :  Good 
A l t e r e d  -; u n a l t e r e d  X 

A r c h i t e c t i B u i l d e r :  Unknown 
S t y l e :  V e r n a c u l a r  

P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n :  

This  s c h o o l h o u s e  remains one o f  t h e  b e s t - p r e s e r v e d  examples of  a one-room schoolhouse  t h a t  was 
l a t e r  e n l a r g e d  i n t o  a two-room graded  s c h o o l .  Both p o r t i o n s  d i s p l a y  t h e  f a m i l i a r  r e c t a n g u l a r  
b lock  d e s i g n .  The o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  i s  t h e  wes t  room w i t h  t h e  g a b l e  end f a c i n g  t h e  r o a d .  T h i s  
frame s t r u c t u r e ,  r e s t i n g  on a  l i m e s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  r e t a i n s  i t s  two-bay f a c a d e ,  w i t h  o f f - c e n t e r  
gable-end e n t r a n c e  and three-bay s i d e  w a l l s  p i e r c e d  by 616 s a s h .  The gable- roofed  a d d i t i o n  
b u i l t  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s c h o o l  c r e a t e s  an "L"-shape p l a n .  T h i s  was a l s o  of  frame 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  on a s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n  and had two-bay s i d e  w a l l s .  

The i n t e r i o r  of  both rooms h a s  been w e l l  maintained. Both r e t a i n  narrow matchboard w a i n s c o t t i n g  
w i t h  p l a s t e r  above,  and t h e  a d d i t i o n  s t i l l  h a s  t h e  b lackboard  a long  t h e  e a s t  w a l l .  The church  
added a board  p a r t i t i o n  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  room, b u t  t h i s  has  been t h e  on ly  change i n  p l a n .  Both 
rooms r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r i n g  and c e i l i n g .  

S t a t e m e n t  of S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

H o f f e t t ' s  Creek Schoolhouse c l e a r l y  d i s p l a y s  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  from a one-room t o  a two-room school -  
house t h a t  o c c u r r e d  f o r  many of Augusta County ' s  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  S i n c e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  n o t  been remodeled i n t o  a  d w e l l i n g  a s  have many 
o l d e r  s c h o o l h o u s e s ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  r e t a i n s  i t s  c a .  1890 p l a n  and much of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h .  The 
School  Baord purchased an a c r e  t r a c t  f o r  "school  purposes l ' . f rom John and E l i z a b e t h  H i t e  i n  
F e b r u a r y ,  1873,  and soon b u i l t  t h i s  s c h o o l .  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t h a t  Augusta County began 
t o  p u r c h a s e  o l d e r  s c h o o l s  a s  w e l l  a s  l o t s  t o  b u i l d  new s c h o o l s ,  and t h e  v a l u e  of  s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y  
i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  t h a t  y e a r .  Newport proved t o  be a b u s t l i n g  community by 1885,  and i t s  
growing p o p u l a t i o n  c l e a r l y  l e d  t o  t h e  en la rgement  of  t h i s  s c h o o l  by 1890.  At t h i s  t i m e ,  Newport 
had one o f  22 two-room graded  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  b o a s t i n g  an e n r o l l e d  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  68 and 
an a v e r a g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e  of 47. 

Newport c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow, and by 1923 a l a r g e r ,  four-room masonry s c h o o l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  n e a r  
t h i s  schoolhouse .  The o l d  p r o p e r t y  was s o l d  t o  t h e  M t .  Herman Lutheran  Church t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
y e a r .  S t i l l  i n  t h e  ownersh ip  of  t h e  Church Cemetery A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  been  w e l l  
m a i n t a i n e d  and h a s  n o t  been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d  s i n c e  i t s  c l o s i n g .  

Geographic  Data /Acreage :  one a c r e  

V e r b a l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n :  Beginning  a t  a p o i n t  on t h e  S s i d e  of  VA 681 approx .  1 , 8 0 0 '  WNW 
of t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  r o u t e  w i t h  VA 252; thence  e x t e n d i n g  approx .  200'  W ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  schoolhouse  and t h e  
immediate s c h o o l  y a r d .  

U M :  17/648570/4207200 
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