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Physical Description continued

The door and window frames remaining throughout the building also reflect the Colonial designs.

Other interior finish includes plastered walls, wood floors, chalkboards in the rocoms, and
five-panel doors. Most of the rooms retain their wardrobes and some closets.

The building has not been altered since the school closed in 1967, but it has deteriorated
due te lack of use besides storage.

Statement of Significance continued

of this progressive spirit, Middlebrook boasted a three-room school by 1890. By 1908, the
grade school had moved to a frame church building, containing three rooms, on the present
school site. However, other rooms throughout the town were also used for classrooms due
to the shartage of space.

With these crowded conditions, the town decided to undertake the construction of a larger,
more modern school building. The building project became a community project, with patrons
contributing the money towards materials and providing the necessary labor themselves. Un-
like other schools of this period, such as the Craigsville School, the Couaty spent little
meney on this school. Several local men were closely involved with the construction activi=-
ties, including Blaire and David Weaver and Mr. Swortzel, a local carpenter. By 1919, a
two~story addition with one room on each floor was constructed, creating the square-shaped
plan from an earlier "L'"-~shaped design.

The Middlebrook School housed grades one through seven as well as the high school. Local
residents recall that the elementary classes met on the first floor and the high school on
the second floor. By the early 1920s, the school had already become too small, with two
classes often meeting in the same room. 1In 1922, Dr. Hyde, a local physician, encouraged
Middlebrook patrons to begin a second fund raising drive for the construction of a new high
school and community building. After its completion in November 1923, the high schoo! moved
to the new building and this building became the grade school.

In 1947, the high school was further comsolidated and moved to Fishersville. At this time,
the elementary school assumed the use of the old high school building. Also in the late
1940s, the County closed some of the smaller elementary s¢hools in the area, such as Newport,
and bused these students to Middlebrook, increasing school population there. The last phase
of school consolidation occurred in 1967 when Middlebrook Grade School students were moved to
4 new consolidated school called Riverheads Elementary. Since the school closed, the build-
ing has been used for storage.

Verbal Boundary Description continued

approx. 225' SSE; thence approx. 250' WSW to a point on E side of VA 670; thence approx. 225'
NNW along E side of VA 670 to point of origin.






