
PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN AGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA, 1870-1940' 
VIRGINIA HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

Themat ic  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  Nomination I n v e n t o r y  Form 

H i s t o r i c  Name: Middlebrook School Common Name: Middlebrook Grade School 

S t r e e t  A d r e s s / R t .  No.: R t .  670 VHLC F i l e  Number: 07-686 
V i c i n i t y  o f :  Niddlebrook Owner: Wi l l i am Brubeck 
USGS Quad: . G r e e n v i l l e  7 . 5  Middlebrook,  VA 

D a t e ( s )  : 1916, 1919 A r c h i t e c t / B u i l d e r :  M r .  B l a i r e  Swortzel & David Weaver; 
O r i g i n a l  Use: Elementary  and High School  S t y l e :  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l l V e r n a c u l a r  
P r e s e n t  Use: S t o r a g e  
C o n d i t i o n :  F a i r  
A l t e r e d  ; u n a l t e r e d  X 

P h y s i c a l  D e s c r i p t i o n :  

The Middlebrook School i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  most common p l a n  f o r  l a r g e  c o n s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l s  i n  
Augusta County d u r i n g  t h e  1910s .  The p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  two s t a g e s .  I n  1916,  
a n  "L"-shaped, two-s tory  schoo l  was b u i l t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h e  two f r o n t  rooms, a s o u t h  e l l  room, 
and a c e n t r a l  h a l l  t h e  dep th  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Three  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  p l a n  was comple ted  i n t o  
t h e  d o u b l e - p i l e ,  c e n t r a l - p a s s a g e  d e s i g n  w i t h  a  one-room p l a n ,  two-s tory  a d d i t i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h -  
e a s t  c o r n e r .  ~ i ~ h t '  examples of t h i s  e ight - room p l a n  were  b u i l t  i n  Augusta County d u r i n g  t h e  
1910s.  

Bes ides  i t s  v e r y  t y p i c a l  p l a n ,  t h e  Middlebrook School d i s p l a y s  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  
f e a t u r e s  popular  i n  t h e  1910s.  L i k e  most s c h o o l s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  is o f  b r i c k  con- 
s t r u c t i o n ,  l a i d  i n  s t r e t c h e r  bond on a c o n c r e t e  f o u n d a t i o n .  The h ipped  r o o f ,  s o  common i n  
t h e s e  e a r l y  s c h o o l s ,  i s  covered  w i t h  s t a n d i n g  seam m e t a l .  The d e t a i l i n g  s u g g e s t s  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v l  S t y l e  w i t h  t h e  f a n l i g h t  ove r  t h e  c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e ,  t h e  r i g i d l y  symmet r i ca l  window 
p i e r c i n g s  w i t h  6 /6  s a s h ,  and the  f r o n t  and back p o r c h e s .  A r a i s e d  porch w i t h  Dor ic  columns 
and p l a i n  s q u a r e - s e c t i o n e d  b a l u s t r a d e ,  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  f acade  w i t h  a  s i m p l e r  and s m a l l e r  wooden 
porch wi th  Dor ic  columns s h e l t e r i n g  t h e  back d o o r .  

The s c h o o l  p l a n  r e v e a l s  a few v a r i a t i o n s  on t h e  c e n t r a l - p a s s a g e  p l a n .  A c l o a k  c l o s e t  s e r v i n g  
t h e  f r o n t  sou thwes t  c l a s s room p r o j e c t s  s l i g h t l y  i n t o  t h e  ha l lway  o f f  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r .  An add i -  
t i o n a l  c l c a k  c l o s e t  d o u b l i n g  a s  a s i d e  h a l l  i s  l o c a t e d  between t h e  f r o n t  n o r t h  c l a s s r o o m  and 
1919 c l a s s room a d d i t i o n .  On t h e  second f l o o r ,  a  s m a l l  room a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  pas sage  s e r v e d  
a s  a chemical  l a b o r a t o r y  b e f o r e  t h e  h i g h  schoo l  was b u i l t ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  1917 C r a i g s v i l l e  
Schoo l .  Chimney placement fo l lows  t h e  ar rangement  o f t e n  found i n  houses  o f  t h i s  p l a n ,  w i t h  
chimneys l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  i n s i d e  pas sage  w a l l  o f  each room. The s c h o o l  had an  u n f i n i s h e d  
basement used p r i m a r i l y  f o r  s t o r a g e  pu rposes .  

Nuch o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h  remains and h i n t s  a t  t h e  popu la r  C o l o n i a l  s t y l e s .  A l a r g e  s q u a r e  
newel p o s t ,  t u rned  b a l u s t e r s  and molded r a i l i n g  f i n i s h  t h e  main s t a i r w e l l  o f f  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r .  

( c o n t i n u e d )  

S t a t e m e n t  of  S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

The Xiddlebrook Grade School i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  bo th  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and a s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  Middlebrook 
School  complex. F i r s t ,  i t  remains  a s  t h e  l e a s t  a l t e r e d - e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  second phase o f  con- 
s o l i d a t e d  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  Augusta County i n  t h e  1910s .  As graded s c h o o l s  l a r g e r  t h a n  
t h r e e  o r  f o u r  rooms became n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  mushrooming c o n s o l i d a t i o n  d r i v e ,  t h e  two-s to ry ,  
d o u b l e - p i l e ,  c e n t r a l - p a s s a g e  p l a n  w i t h  e i g h t  c l a s s rooms  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h i s  Middlebrook 
s c h o o l  became t h e  most common l a r g e  s c h o o l  form i n  t h i s  decade .  A f t e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
t h e  B u i l d i n g  P lan  S e r v i c e  by t h e  S t a t e  Department o f  Educa t ion  i n  1920,  coup led  w i t h  new i d e a s  
c o n c e r n i n g  c u r r i c u l u m  and b u i l d i n g  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  new s c h o o l  p l ans  changed d r a m a t i c a l l y  from 
t h i s  f a m i l i a r  form. The Middlebrook School i s  n o t  o n l y  a v e r y  t y p i c a l  example o f  t h i s  p l a n ;  
i t  h a s  remained unchanged s i n c e  t h e  s c h o o l  c l o s e d  i n  1967 and r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p l a n ,  ex- 
t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n ,  and i n t e r i o r  f i n i s h .  Second,  t h i s  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a 1922 h i g h  
s c h o o l  and 1930s a g r i c u l t u r e  shop,  s u r v i v e s  a s  t h e  b e s t - p r e s e r v e d  r u r a l  s c h o o l  complex i n  t h e  
County.  Many of t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  communities which b u i l t  l a r g e  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  1910s added a 
second s c h o o l ,  u s u a l l y  used f o r  h igh  s c h o o l ,  i n  t h e  1920s.  I n  most c a s e s ,  one o f  t h e s e  b u i l d -  
i n g s  h a s  e i t h e r  been r azed  o r  d r a m a t i c a l l y  a l t e r e d .  The t h r e e  Middlebrook b u i l d i n g s  a r e  a l l  
e x c e l l e n t  examples o f  t h e i r  t ypes  and none have been a l t e r e d .  

Niddlebrook was one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  most p rospe rous  communities i n  Augusta County by t h e  1 8 8 0 s ,  
t h r i v i n g  on t h e  t u r n p i k e  t r a f f i c  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f a rmlands .  A s  a r e f l e c t i o n  

( c o n t i n u e d )  

Geographic  Data /Acreage:  one and one-quar t e r  a c r e s  

v e r b a l  Boundary D e s c r l p t i o n : ~ e ~ i n n i n ~  a t  a p o i n t  on t h e  E s i d e  o f  VA 670 approx .  450 '  S o f  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  s a i d  r o u t e  w i t h  VA 252; t hence  e x t e n d i n g  approx .  250' ENE;  t h e n c e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  s c h o o l  comDlex. which i n c l u d e s  
t h e  Grade S c h o o l ,  High Schoo l ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u i l d i n g ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  immediate s c h o o l  y a r d .  
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