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Phvsical Description continued

Despite its remodeling into a lodge hall, many of the interioe characteristics remain to sug-
gest its educational function. The large auditorium and stage have wood floors, plaster
walls, and plasterboard ceilings. The partitions for the two front classrooms on the west
and front classroom and office on the east have been removed, opening these rooms into the
auditerium. The northwest room has been remodeled inte a kitchen while the northeast room
has been altered the least. The plasterboard wainscotting has been retained in most rooms,
but wallpaper has been added on the walls,

The shop building east of the main school, built in the early 1940s, retains much of its origi-
nal character and integrity. The long rectangular frame building, underpinned with cinder-
blocks, incorporates two classrooms on the west end and a shop to the east. The two class-
rtooms were used for carpentry, manual training, and later home economics classes. Both class-
rcoms were finished with plasterboard wainscotting and ceiling and plaster walls, and still
have some of the chalkboards. The shop room has the concrete filoors and unfinished walls and
ceiling usually found in such buildings. On the exterior, the original small gabled porticos
stiil shelter the entrance into each of the classrooms.

The two-room cinderblock classroom addition was constructed in the early 1950s by the Phillipi
Brothers. Now used for storage, these rooms originally housed the first grades.

The two-room school built at this site in 1927 was later converted to a home economics building
and eventually razed in the early 1950s.

Statement of Significance continued

Cedar Green School is centrally located in the County in a black community on the southwestern
edge of Staunton, The County had built a two-room school here in 1927 on land donated by a
black patron. As the need for a new, larger school building became apparent, the County Main-
tenance Department, responsible for school construction, drew upon the familiar central-
auditorium plan popular in the County in the late 1920s and early 1930s. G. G. Shaver and
Kellis Bibb, who built most of the county schools after 1927, headed the building crew for
this school as well. However, local black citizens contributed much of the land and labor

for this building.

Cedar Green School had several related buildings for more specialized use. The older two-room
building was retained and remodeled for the Home Economics Department. An additional frame
building was constructed for two classrooms and shop apace for manual arts and agriculture.
In the 1950s, the increased enrcllment led tg the construction of a two-classroom cinderblock
building. $ince this school relied heavily an busing, the County built a frame garage which
housed twelve buses. Only the shop and ecinderblock classroom addition remain.

When the school opened, instruction was provided in all the elementary grades and the first two
years of high school. One of the targest county schools, Cedar Green had between 250 and 300
students. To complete high school, students would attend Booker T, Washington Schoel in
Staunton. Black students were bused here from all around the County. A 1949 insurance survey
indicates that only three additional black schools were being used at that time--two-room
schools at Craigsville, Lipscomb, and Round Hill. With the construction of 3 new black high
school in Augusta County, the Cedar Green School became an elementary school. Cedar Green

was closed with the integratien of Augusta County Schools in 1964, After remaining vacant

for several years, the American Legior purchased the building in 1966 and remodeled it for
their lodge.

Verbal Boundary Description continuad

approx. 350' NE; thence approx. 350° SSE; thence approx. 350' WSW along N side of VA 693 to
point of origin.

Boundary Justification continued

classcoom building, along with the immediate schoal yard, which covers the site of the home
economics classrcom and an earlier school building.






