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1. Name of Property
_historic name Bare House and Mill
other names/site number VDHR site no. 07-0834

2. Location

street & number 157 Wilda Road (SR 652) N/A not for publication
city or town Stuarts Draft X vicinity
state  Virginia code VA  county Augusta code 015 zip code 24477

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 1 hereby certify that
this X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _ X meets _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. 1
recommend that this property be considered significant __ nationally _ statewide _X locally. ( __ See
continuation sheet for additional comments.)

P el

Signature of certifying official/Title <~~~ Date
5{]?@2“;3 [2&:?3@ MENT of {:t;g’go@u, gc&om’.ae<
Statc or Federal and hureau P
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. (_ See continuation sheet

for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official/Title Date

State o Federal agency and bureat

4 iong] P i

I hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

____ entered in the National Register.
___ See continuation sheet.
__ determined eligible for the National Register.
___ See continuation sheet.
_____ determined not eligible for the National Register.
____removed from the National Register.
___ Dther (explain):




Bare House and Mill Augusta Co,, Va.
Name of Property County and Stute
5. Classification
Ownership of Property  Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes & apply) {Check only one box) (Do oot inchuge previously listed resorces in the coant.)
X _private X _ building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
___ public-local ___ district 4 Q  buildings
___ public-State ___ site 2 0 sites
___ public-Federal ____ structure 2 0  structures
___ object 0 Q objects
8 Q0 Total

Name of rclated multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" i property is not part of a owultiple property listing.)

N/A
6. Function or Use

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

KtE

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Category

DOMESTIC
DOMESTIC
INDUSTRY
INDUSTRY
AGRICULTURE

1. Description

Subcategory

single dwelling
secondary structure
manufacturing facility
energy facility
storage

Current Functions
(Enter coegories from instractions)

Category

DOMESTIC
DOMESTIC
VACANT/NOT IN USE

Subcategory

single dwelling
secondary structure

Architectural Classification

(Entzer categories from inmstroctions)

Greek Revival
[talianate

Narrative Description

(Describe the hisoric and curment condition of the property on one or mare continuation sheets.

Materials

{Enter categories from instructions}
foundation  Brick
walls Brick
roof Metal
other Wood
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Statement of Significance (continued)

Jacob Bare probably practiced mixed farming, and one family researcher has described Jacob
Bare’s property as a horse farm. In December 1831 Bare family members in Indiana deeded the
core parcel to Jacob’s son John Bare (1791-1870), although tax records suggest the transfer
actually occurred in the late 1820s. John Bare married Rebecca (or Rebeckah) Scott (ca. 1800-
52) in 1825 and the couple raised six children to maturity. John may have continued the
operation of the mill, but by 1850, according to the federal census of that year, the mill appears
to have ceased operations. John Bare listed his occupation as farmer, and the industrial schedules
of 1850, 1860 and 1870 do not list him or his mill.

In 1854 or 1855, as suggested by county tax records, John Bare’s house burned. The value of
buildings on the property decreased from $2,500 in 1854 to $500 in 1855 and 1856. The figure
jumped to $3,500 in 1857, indicating the construction of the present house. The mill was not
affected by the fire, or at least its walls were not destroyed. The fact that a large stone mill
building was valued at the relatively low figure of $500 or less in the mid-1850s may indicate
that it no longer functioned as or was equipped as a mill.

Two of John and Rebecca Bare’s sons died as a result of the Civil War. Cicero (1835-64) served
the Confederate Army in Lee’s Rifles and died of a shoulder wound in a hospital at Gordonsville
in May 1864. According to family researcher Mary Todd, Artedore (1839-63), the youngest son,
did not die from the fighting but in a nevertheless tragic manner. He was "coming home on leave
in March of 1863. When he reached the South River near Waynesboro the water was very high.
In his hurry to get home he tried to cross the flooded river on horseback and was swept
downstream to his death.” John Bare, widowed in 1852 and having lost two sons and two
daughters (in 1851 and 1853), died of a kidney ailment in April 1870. His estate was divided
among his heirs. His surviving son Jacob Meredith Bare (1832-1905) received 523 acres and
water rights through his sister EHl Mary Burwell’s lands "for the use and benefit of mills [and
the] right to open and repair mill race and dam." A plat accompanying the 1870 deed depicts (in
highly stylized form) a building and a separate waterwheel symbol in the location of the mill.
Whether this was an indication of two separate mill-related structures or one is unknown,
although the reference to mills plural hints at two structures, perhaps the gristmill and a sawmill.
The 1867 Hotchkiss map of Augusta County identifies the Bare Mill and nearby, but not

? Augusta County tax records and Deed Book 53, p. 377; Todd, "John Bare.” It is
conceivable the mill remained in operation for the period 1850 to 1870 but that its product did
not exceed $500 per annum, the threshold for inclusion in the industrial censuses.




































