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NU.+!?; +;/% rhemacic  Y a t i o n a l  X e g r s c e r  Nomination I n v e n t o r y  Form 

H i s t o r i c  yam=: Y t .  Yer id ian  jchoolhouse  Common Name: Y t  . Lleridian Scnooihouse 
S t r e e t  Adress/Rt.  So. : Re. 355 VHLC F i l e  Yumber: 07-996 
Vic in i ty  ~ f :  X t .  ! ! e r l a ~ a n  Ocmer: C h a r i e s ,  Peggy,  Gladys ,  b F l s s s i e  
USGS Quad: G r o t t o e s  i . 5  Wonderley, 3t. 1 ,  aox 104 ,  C r o r t o e s ,  YA 

D a t e ( s )  : :986 A r c h i t e c t l 3 u i l d e r :  L'nknown 
O r i g i n a l  'Jse: Schooihouse S t y l e :  ' ; e rnacuiar  
? r e s e n t  2s:  Vacanc 
C o n d i t i o n :  F a i r  
XLtered :(; s n a l t e r e a  - 
P h y s i c a l  3 e s c r i p t i o n :  

The X t .  Xer id ian  Schoolhouse d i s p l a y s  t h e  f a m i l i a r  one-room frame s c h o o l  form t h a t  proved s o  
p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  8y 1890,  t h e  s c h o o l  had been e n l a r g e d  t o  two rooms w i t h  
an a d d i t i o n  s f £  t h e  e a s t  g a b l e  end .  The p r e s e n t  owners have removed t h e  one-room frame a d d i t i o n  
and t h e  b u i i d i n g  now assumes i t s  o r i g i n a l  form. 

The p r e s e n t  r e c t a n g u l a r  b u i l d i n g  i s  o f  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  underp inned  w i t h  s t o n e ,  w i t h  a n  o f f -  
c e n t e r  gab le  end  e n t r a n c e  and two-bay s i d e  w a l l s  p i e r c e d  w i t h  6 / 6  s a s h .  The p r e s e n t  door  on t h e  
souch w a l l  vas added when the e a s t  a d d i t i o n  was made, s e r v i n g  a s  an e x t e r i o r  door  f o r  che ~ r i g i -  
n a l  room. The s c n o o l  r e t a i n s  i t s  c e n t r a l  s t o v e  f l u e  and i t s  meta l  r o o t .  

Xuch of the  o r i g i n a l  f i n i s h  s u r v i v e s  i n s i d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  h o r i z o n t a l  board  s h e a t h i n g  on t h e  s o u t h ,  
w e s t ,  and n o r t h  w a l l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c e i l i n g .  Greek a r c h i t r a v e  d o o r  and window f rames  sur round 
t h e  windovs. The narrow matchboard v e r t i c a l  s h e a t h i n g  on  t h e  e a s t  w a l l  was p r o b a b l y  added about  
t h e  t i n e  oi :he a d d i t i o n  and s u g g e s t s  some changes t o  t h i s  end .  The i n t e r i o r  h a s  been d i v i d e d  
i n t o  f o u r  rooms by board p a r t i t i o n s ,  bu t  o t h e r w i s e  i t  h a s  n o t  been s u b s t a n t i a l l y  remodeled o r  
modernlzea.  

A c i s t e r n  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  w a t e r  s u p p l y  remains o f f  t h e  n o r t h v e s t  c o r n e r .  There  h a s  
n e v e r  been any i n t e r i o r  plumbing. 

S t a t e m e n t  si S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

The > i t .  !!sr:dian Schoolhouse i s  one of t h e  b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  of  t h e  numerous one-room frame school -  
houses hi;: a c r o s s  Augusta County i n  t h e  l a t e  19 th  c e n t u r y .  Although l a t e r  e n l a r g e d  t o  two 
rooms 5 y  :590, t h e  removal of  t h e  a d d i t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  makes c h i s  t h e  on ly  
nominated s c ~ o o l h o u s e  t o  r e t a i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  one-room r e c t a n g u l a r  form. With t h i s  s i m p l e  ? l a n ,  
o r i g i n a l  : - c a t i o n ,  and u n a l t e r e d  s e t t i n g ,  t h e  X t .  X e r i d i a n  schoolhouse  c l e a r l y  evokes t h e  f e e l -  
ing  of these o l d e r  ? u o l i c  s c h o o l s .  D e s p i t e  l a t e r  board p a r t i t i o n s ,  t h e  i n t e r i o r  has  a l s o  re-  
mained v e i l  p r e s e r v e d ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e s e  u t i l i t a r i a n  s t r u c t u r e s .  

The c ruscecs  f o r  the  u i d d l e  River  School  Board purchased t h i s  one-acre t r a c t  i rom J .  3 .  Craig  
on October 1 7 ,  1885,  and b u i l t  t h e  s c h o o l  soon  a f t e r w a r d s .  The 1890 Annual Report  f o r  t h e  
Augusta i-cncv School Soard i n d i c a t e s  i t  had Seen e n l a r g e d  co two rooms by t h a t  d a t e .  A f t e r  
t h e  schooi  c losed  In  1308, the  School  Board s o l d  the  t r a c t  August 2 ,  1909 t o  John C.  F u l t o n .  
I t  was r e r t e d  a s  a  a w e l l i n g  i n  t h e  1930s and 1940s ,  but  i t  has  n e v e r  been modernrzed.  

C e o g r a p h ~ ;  2 a t a l A c r e a ~ e :  ,ne a c r e  

Verba l  3 o m a a r y  S e s c r i p t i o n : 3 e g i n n i n g  a t  a  p o i n t  on E s i d e  o f  CA 865 a p p r o x .  550'  SSW o f  
i n t e r s e c c ; j n  o f  s a i d  r o u i e  w i t h  VA 256; t h e n c e  e x t e n d i n g  approx .  700' S E ;  t h e n c e  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

iioundary : - s t i f i c a t i o n :  The bounds have been drawn t o  i n c l u d e  i h e  s c h o o l h o u s e  and t h e  
immediate school  y a r d .  

U???: 1;/663:60/4236570 



PIC. Ueridian Schoolhouse 
07-996 

Verbal Boundarv Description continued 

approx. 200' SSW; thence approx. 200' W to a point on E side a €  VA 865; thence approx. 200' 
N along E side of VA 865 to paint o f  origin. 
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